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To Mr. TROursON. 


KXKXKXKOUR letter, my good friend, 
| y x has given me great uneaſineſs. 
| 5 12 If your heart can be thus 
| XOX led aſtray, what will become 
of mine? I feel for your ſituation, and 

tremble for my own anticipated miſ- 
fortunes. Strange power of beauty, that 
can lead us in the paths that our judg- 
ment and our reaſon ſhuns! by ſo much 
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ſtronger are our paſſions, and ſo much 


more diligent ſhould we be to curb them. 
Aſk me not for advice; you, who can 
argue ſo juſtly on your own involuntary 
infidelity have no need of advice : the de- 
luſion will vaniſh which blinds you at pre- 
ſent, and your former reaſon and priſtine 


paſſion will be triumphant: but do not 


indulge yourſelf in beholding the too 
charming Charlotte; your delirium, for 
ſo I muſt call it, will acquire too great a 
ſtrength to be eaſily diſpelled, and you 
will be loſt. 


| What fate is reſerved for me, I know 
not. I have obeyed the deſire of Sir Ed- 


ward and Mr. Aſgill. I have been dili- 
gent in my attendance on Mrs. Adderley. 
Miſs Mitcombe has obſerved my change, 
and has forwarded Sir Edward's ſuit. _ 

I ſhall be indebted to you,” ſaid he to 
me, for the happineſs of my future life. 
„The lovely Emily begins to yield To 
convince you that ſhe ſcorns your fickle- 

neſs, 
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ce neſs, and can ſhew you how much ſhe 
„ deſpiſes you, is all her deſign. She hears 
* me with patience, ſhe anſwers me with 
% kindneſs, ſhe diſplays a thouſand charms,” 
I interrupted him. © Ah, Sir Edward, 
<« ceaſe to praiſe Emily in that manner. 
„My heart is not inſenſible to the power 
„of her beauty, and I may relapſe.” 
„Lou are much happier than I am at 
e preſent, Benſon. You cannot ſuffer what 
J may be liable to every moment. I. 
* may ſee her beſtow thoſe bewitching 
„ ſmiles upon another that are now laviſh- 
*ed on me. I may be againdelerted, and 
* conſequently more miſerable than ever. 
But I hope to ſucceed and ſecure her 
mine. The widow's triumph in gaining 
you is moſt intolerable to Emily. She 
* will put an end to it in ſome manner or 
another, and that end will be favoura- 
ble to my wiſhes.” 
Algill intereſts himſelf in the ſucceſs 
of this ſcheme, and is continually helping 
B 2 it 
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it forward by- artfully praiſing Mrs. Ad- 
derley, which Emily cannot with any pa- 
tience bear. Sir Edward ſtill ſhews his 
fondneſs by taking part in her prejudices, 
and ſpeaking and thinking as ſhe does. Gra- 
titude will induce her to return his affec- 
tion. As for myſelf, though I am doing 
every thing to give Sir Edward ſucceſs, 
my ſituation is awkward. The widow, 
who is indeed to think my attention to her 
proceeds from ſome other cauſe than it 
does really, is extremely kind ; gives me 
every opportunity of forwarding my ſuit, 
if I had any to prefer; ſhe receives me 
with pleaſure, and parts from me with 
ſeeming reluctance; ſhe is a fine woman, 
and not deficient in thoſe arts that ſet off 
a a charming perſon to advantage. I con- 
feſs to you, that the hours 1 ſpend with 
her are very pleaſing to me. Her agreea- 
ble converſation renders them ſhort, and 
I think not of time when I am in her com- 
pany. Shall I tell Is that the freedom of 

viſiting 
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viſiting her without reſtraint, and being 
alone with her, has tempted me to ſnatch 


a kiſs from her enchanting lips. I cannot 


refrain from preſſing her form, charming 


and alluring to my panting boſom. She 


does not take theſe liberties amiſs : it is 
true, ſhe chides me for my boldneſſes in 
ſuch a manner as ſhews ſhe is not diſpleaſed 
when I renew them again. There are 
more betwitching and inviting qualities in 
this woman than in Emily Mitcombe. I 
look on her as 7 


2 
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The chaſte icicle, 
That hangs on Diana's temple.— 


But the widow Adderley has thoſe irreſiſ- 
tible attractions that warm, that invite you 
to familiarities. Yet, Thompſon, credit me, I 
only mean to be pleaſed and innocent; and if 
any baſe thought could enter in my head, 
I am too much aſſured of the widow's 
virtue to ſuppoſe the leaſt degree of ſucceſs 
could attend it. I confeſs that it flatters 
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my vanity to ſee the little freedoms 1 
take well received, and that I am neither 
repulſed with ſcorn, or forbidden her pre- 
ſence. This tempts me to renew them. 

A meſſenger from her invites me to her, 
I muſt attend the ſummons— The dear lit- 
tle biller is anſwered, and I have promiſed 
to be with her at the appointed hour. 
| Another interruption ! Sir Edward Wil- 
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mington— — 
He is gone !—all joy and rapture—His 
Emily is now his own; ſhe has conſented to 
become Lady Wilmington—His thanks to 
me, and expreſſions of eternal gratitude 
were without number. May he be happy 
| if ſhe can make him ſo; but I much fear, 
lf when the delirium of paſſion ſubſides, 
| that he will not look over thoſe foibles 
| that he now ſeems regardleſs of. From the 
many examples I have read of, and ſee 
hourly, I muſt learn, that marriage rather 
ſerves to render the parties more acquaint- 
ed with their mutual defects, than to increaſe 
their 
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their fondneſs for each other. How care- 
ful ſhould we be to put the moſt agreea- 
ble cloathing on thoſe defects, leſt diſguſt 
and hatred ſhould afſume the places of 
tenderneſs and affection. My aſſiduities 
to the widow it ſeems has given the fair 
Emily great uneaſineſs, in thinking that ſhe 
was preferred to her. The crafty Aſgill 
heightened her chagrin, and ſhe has bleſſ- 
ed Sir Edward—Heigh ho- An involun- 
tary ſigh has eſcaped me, Thompſon, and 
with it 15 flown the remembrance of Emi- 
ly's beauty. The widow expects me, and 
J will baniſh the thoughts of the former 
by the agreeable converſation of the latter. 
Adieu, Thompſon, inform me of the mi- 
nuteſt accident that befals you; the ſtrug- 
gles of a virtuous heart will give me the 
beſt leſſon, and afford me the pureſt inſtruc- 
tion, Once more farewell, 


GEORGE BENSON, 
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LETTER . 
To the ſame. 


Am at length, my dear friend, com- 

poſed enough to write to you : but 
how ſhall I acquaint you with the tranſ- 
actions of the paſt hours? Would I could 
recal them! Would to heaven they had 
never come! Though I fit down with an 
intention to write to you of thoſe things 
that moſt affect me, yet my irreſolution 
is almoſt ſuperior to my friendſhip, and I 
am tempted to throw aſide my letter, and 
bury it and the remembrance of my tranſ- 
greſſions in eternal oblivion—Ah, Thomp- 
ſon, that can never happen. Forgetful- 
neſs will not come to me, tho' want of recol- 
lection would be my greateſt happineſs : 
yet it may be better for me that I ſhould 
remember, that the hourly repreſentation 
of my guilt ſhould be ever before me, 
that I may be wiſe from the experience of 
torment, 
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torment. The ſtories of old that made 


the ghoſts of murdered perſons haunt 
thoſe by whoſe hands they fell, though 
formerly they did not meet my belief, have 
now nearly gained credit with me, and I 
look on myſelf in the ſame ſituation. 
May the puniſhments I endure expiate 
my crime! May repentance purge my 
guilt away ! 

How true it is, that the man who boaſts 
ſecurity, is nearer ruin than the modeſt 
and the humble, who fear it every hour. 
How inſignificant is our pride! How vain 
is our importance ! when the moſt trifling 
things in nature will diſappoint the one, 
and totally obliterate the other. How 
have my reflections humbled me !-—-How 
mean, how unworthy am I in my own - 
eyes Let my conſcious want of every 
merit, ſo far plead with you in my favour, 
that my own ſentiments may appear to 
you a ſufficient puniſhmeat, that you may 
not add to it your reproof, which I 

B 5 fear, 
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fear, or the loſs of your eſteem, which 
would be fatal to me. 

He only needs the affiſtance of a kind 
friend, whoſe faults, while they cauſe him 
to hate himſelf, make him reſpoſe him- 

E | ſelf in his boſom who feels for, and ſuf- 

fers with him. I want conſolation, for my 
b grief is exceſſive: and yet the lenity with 


* HE 
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ö vhich you are accuſtomed to treat me, if 
df excited upon this occaſion, will but give 
! me a more exquilite ſenſe of my own deme- 
rit. I muſt ſtand the trial, felf-conviced, 
ſelf- condemned. 
1 ſealed the letter to you, which inform- 
ed you of my being appointed to drink 
tea with Mrs. Adderley, and haſted to her 
apartments. I found her expecting me, 
yet ſhe was not dreſſed. An elegant dif- 
habille only ſerved to diſcover more per- 
fectly the beauties of her charming per- 
ſon. Her excuſe for being undreſſed was 
'Y a complaint of an indiſpoſition that ſhe. 
1 had ſuffered from in the morning, and 
1 | JW = - 
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which, having affected her ſpirits, pre- 
vented her dreſſing to receive me. 

„Though I am concerned to hear of 
“ your being ill, yet I cannot but be re- 
« joiced at the opportunity of beholding 
your beauties, unobſcured by dreſs, in 
„their genuine luſtre : for, 


Gems and gold, and rich brocade, 
Conceal thy charms, my lovely maid.. 


Her eyes returned me thanks for a com- 
pliment, which was really natural, and 
the true ſtate of my thought at that mo- 
ment. Thoſe eyes, which. then ſparkled 
with unuſual vivacity, ſmiled on me, and, 
J know not in what manner, moſt unac- 
countably alarm'd my heart. I never ſaw 
her ſo delicately charming as at that mo- 
ment, Her cheek, that was tinged with 
a faint bluſh, as I ſpoke, inſpired the ten- 
dereſt ſenſations. Her language, that 
ſeemed to affect her whole frame, excited 


pity. It created concern in thoſe that ſaw 
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her, but that concern was mixed with the 
ſofteſt ideas, which adjuſted and made that 
impreſſion ſtronger which her brilliant eyes 
ſtamped on the heart. Shall I confeſs to 
vou that her appearance overcame me, 
and I found myſelf in ſuch a ſituation as 
1 had never experienced before. Her ill- 
neſs gave occaſion to aſk many queſtions, 
and expreſs a concern that would have 
been too remarkable in any other cafe, and 
afforded opportunity to bring in thoſe 
warm expreſſions of affection for her, and 
thoſe good wiſhes for her ſpeedy reſtora- 
tion to health, which my tranſported heart 
diftated, When the tea equipage was 
removed, we were again left by ourſelves. 
1 could not refrain from approaching, 
and throwing myſelf on the ſofa by her. 
Her want of ſpirits brought on a conver- 
1 ſation · that ſhould help to raiſe them. 

* Will not the news of a wedding help 
b « to rouſe you?” ſaid I. 
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« It may help who is to be married, and 
« to whom” ? 

« That is to know every thing at once: 
« but you are nearly concerned in it.“ 

« How am I to be concerned.?—I don't 
« know that I am going to be married.“ 

« You can't tell that—and I hope you 
« would have no objection if the queſtion 
« was aſked you?“ 

« ] am not reſolved to be cruel—if J 
« liked the man.— But pray tell me—Sup- 


« poſe that I am going to be married, 
« Don't teaſe me.“ 


« Suppoſe your couſin Emily ——” 


She ſtarted, and looking at me atten- 
tively for a little time, ſhe entreated me, 
with a ſerious countenance, to be in ear- 
neſt, and tell her truth. 


« Is there any thing improbable in it?“ 

« No—it is but too probable, too likely 
0 to happen.“ 

« Do you envy your couſin's happt- 
« neſs ??? 


Cruel 


«KL 3 i 
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Cruel wretch,” ſaid ſhe, burſting into 
tears, do you take delight in tormenting 


* me“ 


I looked aſtoniſhed, nor could I com- 
prehend her meaning. I threw my arms 
about her, and preſſed her to my agitated 


boſom. I endeavour'd to compoſe her te 
by the moſt gentle ſpeeches, and allurances re 


of my regard and eſteem, 


« But what was the hidden myſtery of 


that diſcovery of Emily Mitcombe's mar- Wy 


«.riage, which you told me of juſt now?“ 

She is going to be married to Sir Ed- 
&« ward. Wilmington: piqued at the at- 
« tention I have paid to you, ſhe baniſhes 


Fall my hopes for ever of her.“ 
« And that grieves you.” 


No, it gives me the greateſt pleaſure.” 
And have you left her for me?“ de- 
manded ſhe, with a moſt bewitching ſmile, 

“ Will not my conduct determine that? 
has it not determined it already 1 


at 


My 


Ing 
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ito # My lips were faſtened to hers, and we 
ng Weemed both entranced. — What ſhall I 

ay? How ſhall I tell you that I, ena- 
m- Imoured, enraptured, without. power or in- 
ms Iclination to reſiſt temptation, dared aſ- 
ted I ſume the liberties I did; or how ſhe, fof- 
tened into tenderneſs, could not oppoſe or 
refuſe my ſolicitations. The reign of plea- 
ſure was tranſporting, but it was momen- 
tary: and in that inſtant I was gratified 
with all that love could aſk, or fondneſs 
could beſtow. Reaſon and reflection were 
totally baniſhed, and the indulgence of the 
ſweeteſt of paſſions wholly engroſſed our 
attentions; nor were we deaf to the calls 
of love. While her cheek yet glowed with 
rapture; while my heart beat high with 
tranſport, 'we were doomed to experience 
feelings that ſpeedily convinced us of the 
* Ymutability of human happineſs. She ſtarted 
rom my arms, which yet held her, from 
my boſom, on which ſhe yet lean'd, be- 
ing alarmed by the noiſe of ſome perſons 


ape 
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aproaching the door. Her ſervant en- 
tered, followed by a gentleman, elegantly 
dreſſed, of a moſt engaging aſpect, and 
finely ſhaped. As he came in, on the firſt 
glimpſe of him, ſhe ſtarted from her ſeat, 
and gazed on him with a peculiar wild- 
neſs of countenance, without ſpeaking a 
word. He advanced towards her with an 
intention to ſalute her, ſaying, at the ſame 
time, that he had the happineſs once more 
of ſeeing her, and being able to pay his 
reſpects to her. She looked at him with 
ſcorn, and turned away without ſuffering 
him to ſalute her. His countenance ſhew- 
ed his diſappointment, and he remained 
filent and abaſhed before me the witneſs 
of his confuſion. Mrs. Adderley recol- 
lected herſelf in a little time, and requeſt- 
ing him to fit, ſeated herſelf alſo. Her 
eyes were fix'd on the ground, and an 
univerſal ſilence prevailed, He at length 
broke it. 


—1 
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« cannot blame you, Madam,” ſays 
ly | he, “for treating me in this manner, *tis 
« what I have deſerved; but I am now 
« come to atone, by my ſincerity, for my 
at, former behaviour.” 

« You ſhould apply to Miſs Mitcombe 
“ for pardon,” ſaid: ſhe, interrupting him. 
_ « I have ſeen her, Madam, and by her 


ne * means have been informed of your being 
128 «in town: I have alſo made her ac- 
1s T quainted with my reſolutions of waiting 
th 


% on you, and intreating you to accept my 
"2 = © hand and fortune, and the ſervices of 


W- B © my future life, as ſome recompence for 

ed my having fo unjuſtly and injuriouſly 

ls 10 lighted you. That reſolution I am now 

l- | « come to put 1n practice, if it ſhall be fo 

- 4 happy as to meet your approbation; 

er and I wiſh you alſo to believe, what is | 
a really truth, that my heart was never | 
hy « ſincerely attached to any other woman 
1 but yourſelf.” 


Her 
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Her countenance changed its colour ſe- 
veral times during this addreſs, and at the 
cloſe of it ſhe caſt her eyes alternately on 
me and the ſtranger. What my ſenſations 
were at that moment cannot be deſcribed. 
I felt more than can be believed: but how 
the unhappy woman could act, ſtill puzzled 
me. ie 
% Mr. Southern,” faid ſhe, after a long 
pauſe, © from what has already happened, 
„ have no right to give creCit to any 
* thing you can ſay to me; and yer I know 
* not how to ſpeak to you on your pre- 


* ſent propoſal. It is ſo long ſince 1 


thought of it, that I am not at preſent 
prepared to ſay any thing to it. How- 
* ever, my reſolution is taken, and I will 


* inform you of it to-morrow.” 


„ ſhall expect that moment with im- 
s patience,” replied he, as he roſe from 


his chair; and bowing very politely, took 


his leave. 
After 


— —————— 
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ee After he had departed, ſhe took two or 
he three turns about the room: whilſt I re- 
on MW mained filent, ruminating and conjecturing 
ns what the event of this ſcene would be. 
d. She did not leave my thoughts long at li- 

W berty. | 
ed „ That gentleman, Mr. Benſon, did me 
| « the honour of addreſſing me once; my 
ng | © couſin Emily ſeduced him from me. He 
-d, © ſoon after went abroad, and when he 
ny © returned, I know not; but you may 
aw | © perceive this is the firſt time I have ſeen 
re- him ſince his return home. I once loved 
II him; but his fickleneſs almoſt oblite- 
nt rated my good opinion of him. You 
w- hear the purport of his viſit to me, and, 
vill © after what has paſſed, are a judge whe- 
ether I can, with propriety, receive thoſe 
m- © offers. An unhappy paſſion has blinded 
om me; a deteſtable weakneſs has undone 

ok | * me.” 
I prepared to ſpeak, but ſhe would not 

ter hear me, | 


« F will 
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vill not liſten to you now,” ſaid ſhe, 
preventing my words; I am determined 
« how to act. Perhaps you ſhall hear 
« from me—PFarewell.” 

She retired to her chamber, and ſhut 
herſelf in: I returned to my lodgings in 
a very uneaſy ſtate of mind. I have hardly 
room left to tell you, that I am 

Your's, ſincerely, 
G. Benson, 


NN 
L ET TEX. IX. 
To the ſame. 


O U may naturally ſuppoſe that my 
thoughts were totally engaged by 

my late tranſactions. I conſidered myſelf 
as having done a woman, who appeared to 
have a regard for me, a moſt irreparable 
injury. That by not bridling my head- 
ſtrong paſſions, they had carried me to ruin; 
and that inſtead of pleaſure, or an agree- 
able 
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able recollection of what had happened, 
I found within my boſom the ſting of 
guilt, and an unavailing repentance. I had 
been the means of depriving a worthy 
man of his future happineſs, and I had de- 
ſtroyed the peace, of a once innocent wo- 
man, for ever. One fatal moment of un- 
reſiſting tenderneſs has undone us both! 
Her breaſt no more than mine can be at 


eaſe. Why was I ſo baſe as to aſk what 
ought not to be granted? And why was 


ſhe ſo weak as not to refuſe me? What 
might have given relief to any other man 
in my ſituation, the reflection of its being 
entirely accidental, and not the conſequence 
of long ſolicitation and artful ſeduction, 
did not ſerve to quiet the reproaches of 
my conſcience. I conſidered myſelf as 
guilty in taking advantage of her ſituation : 
her ſpirits lower'd by illneſs ; her frame, 
and temper of body rendered weaker than 
uſual; her nerves having loſt their pro- 
per tone; and her mind participating in the 

complaints 
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] 

( 1. complaints and diſorders of her perſon. Was 1 

| | that a moment for me to plunge her in never- J 

1 ending woe, and to lay up a ſtock of mi- 

| ſery for myſelf ? But my heart, my reaſon F 
was not conſenting z and I ſaffered under 
the impulſe of my paſſions, which, at that I © 
inſtant, I could neither regulate or con- { 
troul, Her tears awakened my compal- P 


Hon : the office of comforter, which I aſ- 


ſumed, gave me a greater familiarity with 
her than I had known before. Deſires h. 


aroſe, violent in proportion to the beauty I 
of the object, and the temptations offered 4 
me. I fell and my former preſumption 4 

N 


of my own integrity but heightens the 
preſent ſenſe of my diſgrace. Thus ſhall by 
the proud fall; thus ſhall the vain be t 
humbled. I ſported with danger, and 1 de 


1 defied temptation: but the power that has I" 
* given us paſſions ſuffers them to overcome 
| us at ſome times, to ſhew the neceſſity of | * 
making uſe of, our reaſon to curb them r 

an 


when too prevalent, or direct them to 
ſome 
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ſome uſeful or honourable purpoſe. In 


ſelf. condemnation did I paſs the night, nor 
did ſleep approach my eyes. The light of 
the morning increaſed my uneaſineſs, and 
I endeavoured to ſhun the all-ſeeing eye 
of day. I roſe, and ſtrove to amuſe my- 
ſelf byreading : but my diſtracted thoughts 
would not ſuffer me to give any attention 
to the ſubjects my books treated of. For 
it was moſt grievous to me, to ſuffer from 
having done an injury where I intended 
none; conſcious, at the fame time, that 
nothing could have bribed me to be inten- 
tionally guilty of the ſame act. As I was 
ſwallowing, per force, ſome tea, a letter was 
brought me. The hand-writing was that 
of Mrs. Adderley. The perſon that left it 
declared it required no anſwer, and went 
away, My hand trembled when TI per- 
ceived whence it came: and I laid it on the 
table, uncertain whether I ſhould open 1t 
or no, to meer the reproaches I expected, 
and which I had ſo much deſerved. Ar 
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laſt, with the moſt diſagreeable agitations, 
I broke the ſeal, and found theſe words: 


« Let not the fear of being upbraided, 
« or of finding the reproaches of a wo- 
« man, prevent your reading this letter 
alas! I am too deeply involved in guilt 
„ myſelf to upbraid you, and all the re- 
* proaches that I might caſt on you, would 
return home to myſelf. Nor ſhall you 
find yourſelf peſtered with diſagreeable 
e remonftrances to induce you to do me 
« juſtice, and ſhield me from the obloquies 


and contempt of the world, by making 
me your wife. On the contrary, your 
© moſt earneſt ſolicitations ſhould never 
« prevail on me to marry you; nor would 
J ever render myſelf liable to experience 
either your reflections on my paſt con- 
« duct, or my own. Thus do I ſtand 
« when I addreſs you: and tell you that 
though I am miſerable moſt miſerable, 
as well by your means, as my own 

«c im- 
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ce imprudence, yet, too lovely Benſon, my 
« heart will never ſuffer the impreſſion of 
« your charms to be obliterated. I love 
e you though you have undone me. 

« am not ſo void of all principle to 
« fly from your embraces, the effects of 
« paſſion, and ſeek for ſhelter in the arms 
e of another man who would receive me, 
ce as the perſon he imagines me to be, pure 
e and innocent. Pride and honeſty for- 
« bid me, who am contaminated and 
« guilty, to impoſe upon his unſuſpecting 
« credulity, and carry a load of crimes to 
« his bed. The fin of hypocriſy I will 
not add to the number of my offences. 
I have already informed him of my de- 
« merit, and abſolutely refuſed ever to 
have any communication with him again. 
„Thus for you I have foregone, wealth, 
“ grandeur, perhaps a title, and a man 
«* whoſe future good behaviour would have 
« excuſed his former treatment of me. I 
have even now forgotten him, nor ſhall 
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« I ever call him again to my remem- 
« brance. LAT 1 
have ever confiderad: you, fince my 
e acquaintance with you, as wall as from 
the accounts which my couſin Emily 
gave me in her letters of you, as a man 
poſſeſſed of an uncommon goodneſs of 
& heart, but little acquainted in the world. 
“ My experience has confirmed my obſer. 
vation. Your reflections on what has 
& paſt- will perhaps embitter your future 
« hours, and caft a veil of trouble over 
your days. I will acquit you of the 
« oreateſt part of your guilt, and endea- 
* your to reſtore to your boſom that 
% peace which, nevertheleſs, I have irreco- 
« yerably loſt, This is to be done by fix- 
ing the degree of offence. Know then, 
© that my buſineſs to London was to ſe- 
« cure you from my couſin, who loved 
you, and who imagined you loved her. 
&« She had acted the ſame part before with 
regard to me and Mr. Southern, My 
revenge 
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& revenge was gratified when I ſaw you 
<« forſake her for me. I flattered myſelf, 
« that your affection for me was the cauſe 
« of the change. I indulged myſelf in the 
e plealing hope of being yours. A nearer' 
& acquaintance with you created, and eve- 
ry hour increaſed a paſſion to which I 
* could ſet no bounds. You know the 
* conſequences —and as that paſſion will 
« ſtill exiſt to torment me, I muſt endure 
« the miſery of harbouring it without the 
e moſt diſtant probability of its being re- 


| © turned or gratified. I cannot ſuppoſe 


<« that you will deſpiſe me, nor can J hope 
that you will love me. Only think well 
« of me: eſteem me as a woman who had 
not ſtrength enough to reſiſt the attacks 
<« of a violent paſſion ; the firſt ſtep of which 
« was indiſcretion, and the next, ruin to 
« herſelf. By thus exculpating you, and 
taking the crime on myſelf, I give you 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of my regard for 
„you; and yet what I aſſert is but too 

KY ce true; 
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© true; for the indulgence of my ven- 
* pgeance has brought miſery on myſelf. 

„I can receive no anſwer from you, for 
<« I leave this behind me to be delivered af- 
& ter my departure, nor will you ever hear 
e more from me; for I will dedicate the re- 
* mainder of my life to penitence and re- 
« tirement ; where, though I can forget 
you, it will increaſe the fervor of my re- 
“ pentance ever to have thought of you, 
] truſt that I ſhall hereafter find that re- 
% poſe which I now ſo much want; but ma- 
* ny will be my days of woe, and number- 
& leſs will be the hours of wretchedneſs ere 
that arrives, Farewell, deareſt youth: 
farewell for ever. Think ſometimes with 
« compaſſion, on the frail, the weak, and 
„ unhappy, 

„ ARAB. ADDERLEY,” 


I can aſſure you my tumults were not 
compoſed, nor did my agitations ſubſide 
reading this letter. Had it been poſſible to 

have 
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have ſeen or even written to the fair writer, 1 
know not what I might have done in the firſt 
emotions of my heart. There was a gene- 
f- roſity and ſpirit in her epiſtle that ſhewed 
ar the goodneſs of her ſentiments, and a li- 
e- beral way of thinking. It made the occa- 
e- MW fion of writing it occur more ſtrongly 
et than ever to my remembrance: And tho? 


e- ſne would endeavour to excuſe me, I could 
u. not excuſe myſelf, 
e- « Bitter will be the reflections of your 


a- « future days, unhappy woman, and me- 
r- „ lancholy will be the hours of your re- 
re „ pentance! But the tear of contricion 
: IF © ſhall waſh my cheek, and the ſigh of pe- 
th „ nitence ſhall heave my boſom. So may 
id „we both attain the end we wiſh, and 
peaceful repoſe attend us both.” 

Thus I exclaimed in the fulneſs of my 
heart. The tears dropped from my eyes, 
ot which were fixed on the letter that lay 
de open before me. At that moment Afgill 
to entered. He ſaw the diſtreſs of my ſitu- 
ve C 3 ation, 
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ation, and it alarmed him. I ſnatched 
up the letter at his entrance, and put it in- 
to my pocket haſtily. 

] have interrupted you,” ſaid he. If 
“you have any thing to do in private, or 
would rather be alone, tell me, and 1 
* will retire directly.“ 

„No, Mr. Aſgill, the ſociety of a 
<« friend will be a relief to me.“ 

Have you any bad news from your 
* family, which cauſes this diſtreſs? I 
hope your affliction is not cauſed by the 
death of any friend.” 

elt is not.“ N 

. * I am glad of it, for that of all other 
« loſſes is the moſt difficult to be remedi- 
ed, or replaced. It may be not imper- 
** tinent to enquire the tauſe of your 4 un- 
<« eaſineſs.“ 

IJ remained Glent. 

Perhaps,“ ſaid he, «© you repent the 
<* part you have acted in favour of Sir Ed- 
ward Wilmington, and wiſh again to 

% have 
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have an opportunity of addreſſing Emi- 
« ly Mitcombe.” 

« You totally miſtake. On hs contra- 

« ry I am heartily rejoiced that ſhe is thus 
* diſpoſed of,” 

« She is to be married the ts of 
« the next week.” 

“ So much the better.“ 

« What does the widow ſay to this 
„match?“ 

At the queſtion an involuntary ſigh forc- 
ed its way. 

„What, you have eſcaped from Miſs 
2 « Mitcombe, and Mrs. ; Adderley has 
caught you? Come, don't look ſo me- 
„ lancholy. She will have pity on you, 
& You may do what you will with her 
« when you pleaſe.” 

« You have a worſe opinion of her 
<« than ſhe deſerves.” 

„Not a bit. I'll be hanged if you 
have not had a quarrel with her, and ſhe 
* 1s playing you ſome trick or another. 

C 4 But 
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« But I will go pay her a viſit, and recon- 
„ cile you to her.” 

Tou may ſpare yourſelf the trouble, 
e ſhe has left town.” 

And that letter which you was ſo in- 
« duſtrious to hide, was a farewell from 
„her. Come, come, all will be well 
4 

He proceeded to tell me, on my making 
him no anſwer, that he was at Sir Tho- 
mas's the preceding day, where a gentle- 
man, juſt returned from abroad, came 
to aſk Miſs Mitcombe after Mrs. Adder- 
ley; and that ſhe, as ſhe declared after- 
wards, ſent him to her apartments in hopes 
of diſcovering me there. 

„Whether ſhe ſucceeded or no, you 
* muſt know better than I.” 

But too well, indeed!” replied I, in 
the anguiſh of my heart; and not being 
able te ſtop myſelf, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of unravelling the whole affair, I 
bound him to ſecreſy, and ſhewed him 

her 
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her letter, He ſeemed by no means af- 
fected either with it, or my behaviour on 
the occaſion. 
« Why ſhould I not grieve? Have 
e not I deſtroyed the peace of her future 
<« life? have not I ruined her repoſe ?” 
Pho, pho, never mind that: if you 
“have no greater ſins to anſwer for than 
* this, you will be innocent indeed.“ 
„Do not endeavour to deceive me! 
4 am very miſerable on her account.” 
The greater fool you. When you come 
« to know the world as well as I do, and 
c have had the ſame bitter experience of the 
* ſex, you will think as I do, and perceive 
«© on this occaſion that you have been the 
« dupe of her artifice, and trapped by the 
appearance and generoſity that runs thro? 
te this letter: but you will find that you were 
* what ſhe confeſſes, the object of her paſ- 
„ ſion whom ſhe could not reſiſt or refuſe, 
„ eſpecially where ſhe indulged herſelf at 
the ſame time. She acknowledges it was 
C5 * not 
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&« not regard to you, but revenge to her 
* couſin that firſt induced her to wiſh to ap- 
& pear agreeable in your eyes, or made her 
i ſtrive to render herſelf pleaſing to you. 
To fatiate her vengeance ſhe would have 
gone any lengths, and would have made 
no ſcruple of ſacrificing her perſon to have 
& effected her deſigns. You happen to have 
obtained it cheaper, and have not been 
<« laid under any obligation, as the matter 


_ « appears to have been entirely accidental 


on your ſide, though I cannot believe from 
the circumſtances of the ſtory, but the 
„ whole was deſigned on hers. The ſex are 


all alike, the ſame paſſions rule them all. 


« Their cunning ſupplies the place of ſenſe; 
© hypocriſy, of prudence ; and the loweſt 
« artifices are ſubſtituted in the room of the 
© nobleſt virtues. Slaves to paſſions they 
« are afraid or aſhamed to avow, from 
« the cenſure and malevolence of the 
« world, but principally of their own 
part of creation, they act eternally in 

oppoſition 
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« oppoſition to their feelings; and that con- 
<« ſtraint, ſowellſupported, is made a merit of 
« by our fooliſh ſex, who look upon it as the 
e higheſt perfection in them to poſſeſs a ne- 
« oative virtue by not being vicious. You 
“have told me the cauſe of your preſent 
« uneaſineſs, and I will unfold to you the 
« cauſes on which I ground my opinion.“ | 
I muſt defer continuing Mr. Aſgill's ac 
count for want of room, Adieu, my good 
friend, 
GEORGE BENSON. . 
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LETTER XXX. 
To GzorcE Benson, Eſq. 


OU caution me to- avoid Charlotte, 

my worthy friend, but you do not 
conſider my fituation, How can I ſhun 
her who ſupports my exiſtence ? how can 
I fly from her who is the only comfort of 
my life? The bearded arrow is lodge. 
C 6 in 
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in my breaſt, and to eradicate it will 
pull my heart-ſtrings with it. Miſerable 
ſtate that mine is! where I act every 


moment in contradiction to my reaſon, but 
in obedience to my paſſions—Paſſions ſo 
intoxicating, ſo bewitching, that I can- 
not reſiſt their influence. I follow Char- 
lotte's ſteps involuntarily—I gaze on her 
without deſign, and adore her without in- 
tending it. This ſeryes to ſhew the entire 
poſſeſſion ſhe has of me. If I endeavour 
to abſent myſelf from her, 1 am reſtleſs, 
and uneaſy till I fee her again—No ſtudy, 
no amuſement can ſupply the place of 
Charlotte, She, lovely innocent ! ever at- 
tentive to pleaſe, to delight, though with. 
out being conſcious of the power of her 
charms, increaſes my love every moment. 
But what would the gentle breaſt of Louiſa 
ſuffer if ſhe knew my defection? Ah! 
ſhe could not feel more than I do now, 
nor endure more torments than I do from 
a tenſe of my own demerit. Yet I can 


partly 


LAY! 


my aA fro — - ws ( bw 


= 


Loo STANTON. 37 


partly judge what woes would afflict her, 
and the quality of them from what 
paſſes in my own boſom; that is, if ſne 
were to know that another had deprived 
her of my affection. I pity her therefore 
from the compariſon of our ſituations; but, 
her ignorance of my falſhood: ſaves her. 
from pangs too terrible to be ſupported;.. 
and me from the additional miſery of her- 

reproaches, alas ! too well grounded. 
Charlotte could not be in this country 
without being noticed, I ſhould rather 
ſay adored; She has been ſeen at church; 
and all eyes were turned upon her. Mrs. 
Rogers, the wife of a neighbouring gen- 
tleman of- a genteel and independent for- 
tune, and his daughter, ſaw and admired 
her, They were acquainted with my 
mother, and paid her- a viſit, in order 
to ſet an acquaintance on foot between 
the young people. The deſign ſucceeded : 
and Miſs Rogers, who is much about 
Charlotte's age, conceived the greateſt 
friendſhip 
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ſciendlhip fbr her- Their houſe is hot 
far from ours, and the girls uſed to ſee 
one another frequently. Mr. Rogers was, 


at the time his daughter became acquaint- 
ed with Charlotte, ſettling his younger ſon 
to a merchant in London; the elder was at 


Oxford. He lately returned home, and 


hearing his ſiſter ſpeak ſo loudly in Char- 


lotte's praiſe, was wild to ſee her. He 


teazed her to pay her friend a viſit, and 
give him an opportunity of accompanying 


her. She complied with his deſires: and 


during my illneſs, which I gave you an 


account of before, Miſs Rogers came to 
ſee my mother, making her concern for 
my health the cauſe of the viſit. He then 


ſaw her, and if the ſight of the lovely 
maid cannot fail of creating ſome extraor- 
dinary emotions in the coldeſt heart; what 


mult the appearance of fo n uch perfection 


have cauſed the warmth of youth «9 feel? 
He ſaw, he worſhipped the itar of love, 
the brighteſt amidſt a thouſand conſtalla- 
tions | 
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tions | I had heard of his being here, but 
had never ſeen him, nor did the cauſe of 
his coming enter into my head till the other 
day I ſaw them together; the firſt direc- 
tion of his eyes. towards her, told me all 
the wiſhes of his heart. The diſcovery 
ſtruck me to the ſoul, and I then hegan- 
to conſider the object of my fears; for ſuch 
he is to me, or any other perſon who. 
could attempt to gain Charlotte's affec- 
tion. Oh my friend ! he was every thing 
to fear! His perſon genteel, his conver- 
ſation lively, his manners agreeable. The 
heir to an happy independence, to a gen- 
teel ſufficiency, what might he not pre- 
tend to? what could he not effect with 
any woman he pleaſed to make propoſals 
to? I need not tell you that I looked on 
him with the eyes of a rival, and that 
while my apprehenſions on the one hand 
increaſed his good qualities, my envy on 
the other detracted from his merit. His po- 
liteneſs and good- nature rendered him aſ- 

ſiduous 
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ſiduous in his endeavours to make himſelf 
agreeable to us all, particularly to me. 
With a brutality, . till this moment I 
thought foreign to my nature, I ſhuned- 


his proffered friendſhip, repulſed: all the 


advances he- made towards an intimacy 


with me; but by making myſelf odious 


J have not damped his paſſion ; and, what 
is more important, I dread having diſco- 


vered my own; that is a ſtep that I would 
not take for any conſideration. She, whoſe 
innocence of heart, and native purity muſt 


deteſt all deuble- dealing, all hypocriſy, 


would abhor a wretch who could falſify his 
vows, and forſake the heart he won by 
his aſſiduities and pretended paſſion; and 


yet transfer that paſſion to another. 


I was ſullen in Mr. Rogers's company 
I'wiſhed him abſent ; but I dared not leave 
him with Charlotte. My preſence, thought 
J, wilt be. a check on him; he. will not 
be able to addreſs her in the manner he 


wiſhes or intends ; and if he. ſhould -ſteal 
| upon 
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upon her heart, I ſhall be able to ſee what 
progreſs he makes. Her civilities to him, 
which were only the reſult of her natural 
complacency, gave me uneaſineſs. Not a 
look of her eſcaped me: and if her eyes 
even ſtrayed towards him, I felt the moſt 
poignant anguiſh, His modeſty prevented 
his ſaying much; but what he utter'd was 
expreſſed with good ſenſe and politeneſs. 
Oh, my friend, he is too amiable—He 
muſt win her, and I—muſt be undone. 

I have this inſtant received your letter. 
I have read it with attention, and now on- 
ly begin to ſee the horrors of my ſituation, 
If you could thus turn aſide, and do a 
deed that urges you to repentance, what 
may not my weakneſs be liable to? Where 
may not my paſſions carry me? I ſuffer 
with you, I feel for you—Ah, return my 
affection, adviſe me what to do, how to 
regulate my actions Without ſkill, with» 
out experience am I expoſed to the tempeſt 
of my paſſions—Who ſhall direct, who 


can 
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ean extricate me from the perils that en- 
viron me ?— I fear to do that which 1 
ought not, and am hourly in danger of it. 
I dread deviating from the road of virtue, 
and yet every ſtep I take ſeems to lead 
me from the ſtrait path which I ſhould 
follow—The ſmalleſt declination from a 
right line in a ſhort progreſs increaſes till 
the diſtance becomes viſible and notorious, 
almoſt inconceiveable—So it is in our mo- 
rals— We know not where the ſmalleſt er- 
ror may ſeduce us, nor whither the commit: 


ſion of one crime may tend. Adieu. IM fi 
can Write no more. it 
5 Yours ever, u 


J. Tnoursow. 


LETT. E R. XXXII. 2 

| To Mr. Tromysox. | 

Have had patience and reſolution enough, 
Thompſon, to fit down and begin to 
give you Aſqill's hiſtory, and: to continue 


it, 
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it. Though it is long and tedious, yet it 
has been ſerviceable to me in more ways 
than one; firſt from the employment and 
conſequent amuſement that the recapitu- 
lation of his ſtory afforded my mind, and 
thereby blunted the poignancy of my own 
misfortunes. The other aroſe from the 
til fclfiſh conſideration of my own ſuperiority, 
us, when I reflected, that he had been more 
no- unhappy than I have hitherto been. This 
er- is a natural, though I cannot call it a lau- 
niſ . dable ſenſation; but a companion in miſ- 
IJ fortune lightens our burden, and we carry 
it with more tranquility when we are not 
unhappy alone. 
v. « As I was ſenſible,” faid he, my me- 
* mory would not enable me to tell you 


S iff « the occurrences of my life in common 
* converſation, and having made you 2 
bind of promiſe to relate it to you, I 
ah < have written it out, and will, if agreea- 
ol ble, read it to you,” 


it, I in- 
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I informed him it would be highly ſo, 
and obliging me greatly.. He proceeded 
F 

A may be called the firſt-born of diſ- 
« appointment and misfortune: For the 
<« cauſes of the ſubſequent diſaſters of my 
&« life commenced ſoon after I was born. 
„My father who had a ſmall eſtate, when 
„he married my mother, agreed verbally 
that the ſurvivor ſhould take all. This 
* he was tempted to do as well from the 
ce greatneſs of his affection for her, as the 
« expectation of inheriting the whole wealth 
„of an uncle ſhe had, whoſe preſumptive 
„heir my mother was. The firſt fruit 
of their union was myſelf; and my fa- 
ther received me, as he ſince told me, 
as a bleſſing from heaven; a ſon he 
* wiſhed for, and a ſon he had. My mo- 
& ther too ſeemed.equally happy; and their 
joy and ſatisfaction prognoſticated M on- 
& tinuance of the harmony in which they 
«had hitherto lived. The old man too on 
| « whom 
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« whom they had a dependance, and to 
« whom upon that account they looked up 
« with eyes of adoration, was extremely well 
« pleaſed at my appearance, and had made 
« them a conſiderable. preſent at the ſolem- 
« nity of my chriſtening, ſtanding a ſpon- 
ſor at the ſame time, and gave very 
* ſtrong intimations of his deſigns to do 
* ſomething extraordinary for me. My 
„father, who loved me with a paternal 
„ fondneſs, though ſo young an infant, 
as greatly rejoiced at the proſpect of 
e my future fortune, which he already in 


* his ſanguine imagination deemed com- 


« plete, from theſe hints, which he looked 
upon as good as abſolute promiſes. When 
« I was about four months old, an acci- 
* dent happened which put an end to theſe 
dreams of proſperity that he had been 
* ſo long forming. A quarrel aroſe be- 
* twem my father and mother upon ſome 
very trivial occaſion. It is natural for 
* each of the conteſting parties to endea- 
: « your 
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4 your: to make their fide good. Each 
ct puts in practice the moſt likely method, 
t and every recrimination that malice and 
« a thorough acquaintance with each others 
« foibles could ſuggeſt, was made uſe of 
on this occaſion ; and the breach became 
« ſo- wide at laſt, that there was no ſtop- 


ping it. As I was unfortunately the 


foundation of the rupture, and my fa- 
<« ther expreſſed his regard for me in the 
ce courſe of it, it was ſufficient to alienate 
my mother's: affections from me, tho 
<* intirely innocent. It may be neceſſary 
chere to give you ſome idea of their re- 
<« ſpective characters. My father was a 
% weak, indolent, good-natured man, of 
« a friendly diſpoſition, and in the main 
had good intentions; but they availed him 
„ very little when he wanted reſolution to 
carry them into practice, or to maintain his 
* opinions, whenever he ventured to acknow- 
« ledge that he had any. He had tolerable 
natural parts, but unimproved by educa- 
tion; and a ſatirical vein, which he would 

frequently 
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« frequently. indulge, not out of ill- nature, 
* but becauſe | his thoughts happened to 
“ run in that ſtrain, was one of the moſt 
« diſtinguiſhing marks of his character. 
« My mother was a woman, fond and lov- 
ing when ſhe was pleaſed, and reſentful 
« and implacable when ſhe was offended; 
* which was not difficult to effect. De- 
« firous of rule, and aiming at it every 
« moment, no little republic was ever 
more cautious or watchful in obſerving 
the motions of an ambitious king, a 
„ neighbour, than ſhe was in taking care 


« her prerogative. As this was the firft 
f time that ever he attempted to have a 
n IR < vill of his own, ſhe was much ſhocked 
nat ſuch an unnatural rebellion from her 
o © Eſtabliſhed government, and therefore 
is made uſe of every means in her power to 
„reduce him to his priſtine , ſeryitude: 
le when threats, and talking loud would 
* not avail, recourſe was had to thoſe ar- 
1d | «© guments 


1 


her huſband ſhould not incroach upon 
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« guments of the ſex that ſeldom fail, 
„tears and perſuaſion. Theſe were of 
« as little weight as the former, and my 
« father, unfortunately for me, diſcovered 


* a ſpice of obſtinacy in his diſpoſition, 
„e that he had never diſplayed before. 
« When my mother found that her own | 


&« forces were not ſtrong enough to con- 
« quer him, ſhe very prudently thought 
« of forming ſome alliance that might aſ- 
« ſiſt her effectually in the reduction of her 
« huſband. Her uncle was the moſt natural 
te ally, and ſhe ſpent the night after their 
« conteſt in contriving the moſt plauſible 
method of introducing her ſtory to him. 
« As ſhe poſſeſſed in common with the 
e reſt of her ſex an happy and fertile in- 
& vention, ſhe ſoon formed a tale in her 
* own h:ad, which bore the greateſt ap- 
e pearance of truth from its plauſibility ; 
« and what ſerved her purpoſe ſtill more 
e was, that it had its foundation in facts 
that were incontrovertible. My uncle 

„Was 
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& was an old bachelor, poſitive, ſelf. opi- 
& nionated, fond of flattery conſequently, 
&« and totally impatient of contradiction. 
« To him then did my mother go, and 
« tell her tale; but it was not @ round un- 
&« varniſh'd tale that ſhe delivered. On 
the contrary, whenever there was occa- 
« ſion of inſerting any little matter to 
&« explain her ſtory, or elucidate it in eve- 
« ry manner to ſerve her own purpoſe, it 
© was properly done; nor were there any 
“ deficiencies in the manner of relating it 
that could have given riſe to any ſuſpi- 
„ cjon concerning her veracity. As my fa- 
ether had thrown out ſome reflections on 
“ my uncle's aſſiduities in the courſe of the 
« diſpute, his wife carefully reported them, 
e conceiving that would be the ſureſt me- 
% thod to influence him in her behalf. 
She was not deceived : the old man was 
* perſonally offended at the freedom, and 
* what was worſe, the juſtice of his re- 
* marks; but, on the other hand, it flat- 

Vol. II. D tered 
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<« tered his vanity to be made the media-- 
e tor of this matrimonial diſpute; and ac- 
e cordingly, contrary to all the rules of 


« impartiality and equity that a judge | 


 * ſhould be governed by, he openly eſ- 
„ pouſed my mother's quarrel, and went with 
an avowed intention of making my father 
% do his niece juſtice. She returned with 
« him, and found the victim of their re- 
„ ſpective deſigns in one of thoſe ſullen 


% moods, which a man generally falls into 


e after having maintained an unſucceſsful 
& conflict. Never could the old gentle- 
* man have hit upon a more unlikely time 
ce than that to convince him, that he was 
ea fool and a rogue, which was the chief 
« deſign of the conference. My father 
« would hear nothing of it. My uncle 
« went away more enraged than he came, 
„ and my mother remained in the pouts. 
e In a little time my father's anger ſub- 
« ſided, and at night he would willingly 


“have been friends again with his wife; 
« but 
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cc but that offer of pacification ſhe wiſely 

ce rejected, for ſhe found, if matters were 

« left in their preſent ſituation, it might 

c occaſion another battle to gain the vic- 

c tory; ſhe therefore thought that as the 

& affair was now in agitation, it was better 

for both parties to have it ſettled at once, | 
(do avoid any other diſputes, and to pre- 
b vent for the future the effuſion of chri- 
1 | < ſtian matrimonial language. She re- 
tired to another bed; for the ſenſe of her 
1 I < wrongs, as ſhe herſelf expreſſed it, was ſo 

- &« great, that ſhe could not think of ſleep- 
D ing by the ſide of a man who had treat- 
8 « ed her ſo ill. My father let her indulge 
f “ herſelf, nor did he once attempt to per- 
r « ſwade her to alter her reſolution, but 
e e marched very quietly to his ſolitary bed, 
A and perhaps would have been very well ſa- 
5, « tisfied if he had enjoyed it ſo for the reſt 
J- * of his life; but whatever his thoughts 
y « were, he concealed them. While they 
were thus enjoying themſelves, my un- 
It B42 « cle 
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& cle was contriving a method how to 
e plague my father more if poſſible. Af- 
ter ſome. conſideration, he hit upon the 
& moſt effectual way, and that was by 
making his neice independent of the 
« huſband. He accordingly ſent for an 
„attorney, and altered his will, by which he 
left all his fortune in my mother's power, 
without the control or dominion of her 
« huſband ;- directed her receipts to be 
s taken for the rents, without his inter- 
„ meddling; and that all her acts, though 
* a married woman, ſhould be ſufficient 
„for diſpoſing of it in what manner ſhe 
e pleaſed. As this profeding ſatisfied his 
« vengeance, and the antipathy he had to 
* my father, hecongratulated himſelf on 
„the good effects of his prudence, and 
<« looking to futurity, propheſied how they 
would behave themſelves to each other 
4 by his partial diſpoſal of his wealth; and 
« he rejoiced heartily in the torment his 
2 neice would give her huſband. As it 

4 | * took 
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« took up a long time to look fo far for- 
« ward and to enjoy the diſſentions that his 
e bequeſt was likely to occaſion, he was 
« obliged to drink an additional pint of 


„Madeira, to enable him to ſee the mat- 


« ter clearly. This, though it raiſed his 
« ſpirits, elevated his imagination, and 
e brought all his ſchemes to maturity while 
he was drinking it, yet it was attended 
« with a ſmall inconvenience which, with 
« all his preſcience, he had not ſkill enough 
« to foreſee; and which put an end to all 
* his reflections in a very ſhort time. It is 
« a very natural conſequence for a man who 


« has drank too much to be intoxicated : 


this was the caſe with my poor uncle, 
ho, when he had got half way up ſtairs 
* to bed, fell backwards, and was taken 
© up by his ſervants, who were ſummoned 
© to his aſſiſtance by the noiſe of his fall, 
having received a large contuſion in the 
“head, which rendered him ſpeechleſs, and 
<« deprived him of his ſenſes. Next morn- 
« ing my mother was ſent for, and found 

D 3 him 
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« him in a very deplorable condition, nor 
* was he able to inform her of the altera- 
« tion he had made in his affairs, which 
e would then have given them both the 
« oreateſt ſatisfaction they were capable 
* of receiving. Indeed, I cannot help 
te thinking that the grief ſhe expreſſed on 
the occaſion, was cauſed by the reflec- 
tion that he had not time to do as he 
% promiſed her he would. 

« He did not remain long in his tor- 
« ment : the next day numbered him with 
his fathers. As my mother was eſteem- 
« ed his heireſs, her grief was very proper 
on the melancholy event; but when ſhe 
* found how he had diſpoſed of his effects, 
„ her gratitude to the memory of ſo good 
e an uncle made her more clamorous than 
* ever. Whatever her outward deport- 
« ment might be, ſhe inwardly triumphed 
ein the ſucceſs of her negociation ; and 
* now ſhe had only to think of the means 
« of reaping the benefit of it. As my 

* F father 
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« father was eſteemed in the world for his 
“ ſociable qualities, his acquaintance, which 
« were numerous, would not fail of talk- 
ing loudly of any indiſcretion ſhe might 
ebe guilty of if ſhe quitted him; be- 
« ſides, ſhe could not ſo well withdraw 
« herſelf from the comfort and conſola- 
« tion of matrimony without ſome ſufficient 
« cauſe being aſſigned : And as ſhe imagin- 
ed ſhe might now aſſume the ſovereign au- 
« thority whenever ſhe pleaſed, ſhe deter- 
e mined to return home. Her concluſions 
« were very juſt: for ſhe was a notable 
* prudent woman, and ſhe. found my fa- 
« ther, who, if he obtained his eaſe, car'd 
* for no more, very willing to put on any 
« fetters which ſhe. prepared for him. A 
e new treaty of domeſtic alliance was im- 
* mediately ſet on foot, and I was to be 
* ſacrificed to their future happineſs. Their 
late acquilition of fortune enabled them 
* to cut a greater figure in the world, and 
i was ſent to nurſe to be out of the way. 
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1 have heard my father ſay, that it was 
< with a great deal of reluctance he con- 
« ſented to this ſtep, but it was a fine qua 
„nn, and he was obliged to be pacified. 
« As he himſelf informed me of theſe 
« tranſations, I have imprinted his rela- 
„tion in my memory, and it has often em- 
« ployed my thoughts. He was the only 
parent I knew for a long time; for he 
« uſed to viſit me frequently at my nurſe's, 
though generally by ſtealth, and always 
brought ſomething with him for me. I 
« therefore cannot help remembering him 
with gratitude and love. My nurſe too, 
* who had learned many particulars from 
* my father's ſervants, frequently informed 
me of what paſſed in his family when J 
vas capable of underſtanding them; and 
* uſed to tell me that I had more ſenſe 
e than all the reſt of the family: but that 
% was only indulging her partiality for 
* me. In due time my mother brought 
forth another ſon, who was the eldeſt 

born 
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& born in her affection, for him ſhe only 
loved or cared for. Two daughters were 
« born afterwards, the eldeſt of which only 
« lived, I was full twelve years old before 
« | became acquainted in my own family; 
ce and then I was taught to look up to 
e my mother as a lady that had nothing 
« to ſay to me. I was dreſſed in the 
« plaineſt cloaths, while my brother was 
e indulged in all the childiſh finery that 
could pleaſe him. Inſtead of gaining 
« upon my mother by ſeeing her frequent 
« Iy, I grew worſe and worle every day. 
«My clowniſh behaviour, for I was ſtill 
« with the woman that nurſed me; my 
« rude health, and other circumſtances: 
«* which the goodneſs of my. conſtitution: 
rendered natural to me, were conſtrued. 
« into crimes againſt me; and my brother 
«* who was conſtantly oppoſed to me for 
„his good qualities, and ſet up as a pat- 
* tern for my imitation, was the pride of 


* her heart, poſſeſſed of every virtue, and 
D 5 - inſtructed 
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inſtructed by the beſt maſters. | This 
* could not fail of giving my little heart, 
& which was even at that tender age ſuſcep- 
e tible of jealouſy, a great deal of pain. 
« I conceived an antipathy , againſt him, 
that to this hour, for he ſtill lives, I 
e cannot overcome. I hated my rival in 
* my brother, who conſequently could 
not avoid deſpiſing me, whom he heard 
« conſtantly abuſed and depreciated be- 
fore him. He ever treated me with an air 
* of contempt and ſuperiority, which at 
that hour I thought intolerable, This 
„had like to have been productive of 
much ill to him, and miſery to me, 
For being during one Chriſtmas holidays 
- « at home, I found an opportunity of be- 
ing alone with him, and he taunting me 
* with his ſupierior qualifications, as he 
« was accuſtomed and encouraged to do, 
« I fell upon him, and having much the 
« advantage of him in ſtrength, and alſo 


« being a year older, I muſt confeſs I tri- 
«ed 
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ed to deſtroy him. I am now ſorry for 
ce the attempt, but it was then my deſign, 
cc which I would have effected if I could, 
« and have often wondered ſince how 
ce ſuch a notion came into my head. How- 
« ever bad my deſigns were, I was ex- 
« tremely unſkilful in the execution of 
them. He received a couple of black 
« eyes, and a ſound beating from me, be- 
« fore his cries ſummoned a ſervant to his 
&« aſſiſtance; who reſcued him from me, 
« threatning me at the ſame time with my 
ce mother's vengeance. Indeed, after ſuch 
« a violent outrage upon the perſon of her 
« favourite, I could not look upon the 
« houſe as any place of ſecurity, and there- 
fore had cunning enough. to make my 
« eſcape before ſhe returned home, for ſhe 
was luckily abroad at that time. My 
„ nurſe, to whoſe arms I fled for ſhelter, 
confirmed me in the opinion I had taken, 
Hof ſuffering by my mother's ſeverity in 
* cale ſhe had caught me; and a ſervant 
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« of my father's, who was ſent by him 
&* in ſearch of me there in the evening, 
brought an account of her rage and me- 
% naces of vengeance againſt me if ever 
&« ſhe could lay hands on me. As that 
« was the moſt likely place to find me, I 
« was removed from thence, and convey- 
« ed to her ſiſter's houſe, and from thence 
e ſent to ſchool as a relation of her's, 
« Whether it was from the ill treatment 
of my mother, or whether it was a qua- 
e lity that providence implanted in my diſ- 
* poſition, I know not; but, I was ac- 
te cuſtomed to argue from cauſes, and draw 
* concluſions in my own mind, in ſuch a 
manner as very few boys ever think of 
« doing, or indeed have occaſion to do. 
] was placed at a very good ſchool, where 


there were many children of great fami- 


lies; ſome not ſuperior to my own; but 
« the fear of my mother's diſcovering me, 
* induced my friends to change my name 
« 20 that I now bear, which is not the 
name 
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E name of my family, and at the ſame 


« time they charged me not to reveal the 
« ſecret. This was a caution they needed 
« not to have given me, for I was tired of 
« bearing a name that brought me no 
„good as I ſaw. My misfortunes, which 
„ even then I was ſenſible of, made me 
« reſerved and proud: that pride made 
te me wiſh to ſee myſelf reſpected, for con- 
« tempt was intolerable to me. I could 
* not acquire any notice by my ſtation, 
&« which rendered me ridiculous among the 
& boys from the ſuppoſed meanneſs of my 
% connexion. I was obliged to earn ap- 
« plauſe; and therefore every boy, whom 
« I could venture to engage with, felt the 
© effects of my rage. What I could not 
e then compaſs by my mental qualifica- 
e tions, or the wealth of my family, I ac- 
e compliſhed by my deſperate actions and 
eternal battles. I was in a ſhort time 
the bully of the lower ſchool, and I had 
«* attacked ſome of my ſeniors not with- 

out 
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© out acquiring reputation. In about two 
<« years I found myſelf held in great eſteem, 
« and like the warlike heroes of antiquity 
&« I expoſed my perſon to danger to gain 
“ applauſe. What greatly contributed to 
cc the perfect indifference with which I en- 
“ countered oppoſition, was the treatment 
c of my maſter. When I was placed un- 
« der his care, he had orders not to ſpare 
« the rod, and ſpoil the child; this direc- 
ce tion was fo pleaſing to him, that he moſt 
% punctually obeyed it. I happened, very 
e unfortunately for myſelf, to be placed in 
% a claſs where there were a great many 
« favourite children of indulgent parents, 
« like my younger brother ; but as they 
ce were not to ſuffer upon any account, 
& there was no method of inſpiring them 
« with terror when they had been idle and 
“ negligent, than by ſhewing them what 
&« they deferved by ſome ſuitable example. 
« The nearer the danger is to ourſelves the 
more dreadiul it is to us. I generally 

Was 
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ce was the perſon who was pitched upon as 
« the example of my. maſter's ſeverity, and 
« though ſometimes my idleneſs might 
ce merit correction, I was always ſure to 
meet puniſhment ; other hardſhips - I 


© might ſtruggle with and eſcape from, 


ce but this was inevitable. I therefore gave 
« myſelf very little trouble to do any bu- 
« ſineſs, and truſted chiefly to my natural 
« abilities which were tolerably good, and 
« at length eſtabliſhed me beyond the ty- 
« rant's power. However, I owe to this 
conduct my patience in ſufferings, and an 
« invincible perſeverance that has ſeldom for- 
« ſaken me through life. My father ſtill 
* contrived methods of ſeeing me frequent- 
« ly: andasIgrewup and began toſhew ſigns 
« of ſenſe and reflection, he would lament 
with tears the unhappy ſituation of his fa- 
* mily, which would not permit him to take 
« me home and ſhew his affection for me; 
but ſuch was his dread of his wife's vio- 
« lence of temper, that he feared for my 

« lite 
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« life if ever I got into her power. He : 
« always ſupplied me hberally with mo- 
* ney, and promiſed to do every thing in 
* his power for me. In his viſits to me, 
if 1 may call them ſo, for he always 
< ſent for me to a tavern or coffee-houſe, 
« and not twice to the ſame houſe, he | 
mentioned my. ſiſter, who he ſaid was 
* alſo neglected upon account. of. her bro- 
de ther; that ſhe loved and had often ſpoke 
of me to him with the greateſt concern, 
and complained much of not being al- 
* lowed to ſee me. I requeſted he would in- 
dulge me with the ſight of the only one 
„ in the family, except. himſelf, whom I 
could call my. friend, He told me he 
had been. long thinking of it, and that 
previous to my going to the univerſity 
& he would let me fee her. That time 
de was approaching; it was ſoon after ſet- 
te tled, and 1 waited with impatience to 
« ſee my ſiſter. She came along with my 
father. I embraced her with tears— 
my 
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re my affection for her was at that inſtant 
&« one of the ſtrongeſt, and at the ſame time 
« the tendereſt ſenſation I had ever expe- 
« rienced in my life. My poor father 
& mingled his tears with ours. After a 
&« ſhort ſtay, he was obliged to return 
with his daughter to prevent ſuſpicion, 
and in her preſence promiſed to meet 
„ me again in that place, to ſee me once 
“more. I agreed to meet him, and part- 
« ed with my ſiſter with reluctance, My 
« refleftions were very melancholy for one 
of my years: to know my parents, know 
“them wealthy, to be the eldeft ſon, and 
by the cuſtom of my country heir to 
« their fortunes, yet to ſee myſelf, without 
“having deſerved ſuch a puniſhment, an 
out- caſt, and obliged to be known by 
another name; to ſee my ſiſter whom I 
« firſt loved for her merits, afraid to call 
* me brother my ſtubbornneſs was not 
< proof to this unmerited ſeverity, and I 
< ſpent a great part of the night in tears, 
« Among 
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Among the other things which entered into 
* my head, I determined to propoſe to my 5 

« father, when I ſaw him the ſucceeding | 

evening, togoof my own accord, andthrow x: 1 
& myſelf at my mother's feet, and endeavour BW 
to deprecate her anger. Full of this notion 
«+ I painted to myſelf, with the vanity in- 
< herent in a young heart, that ſhe would Jl 
be melted with my tears and ſupplica- . 
* ttons, and that ſhe would receive me in- , 
„to favour again. I anticipated in my 
* ſanguine imagination the ſweets of ſo de- | 

„ lightful a reconciliation, and enjoyed IM « 
« the. pleaſing union in idea, that ſhould . 
e reſtore me to my friends and family, Mt « 
and that I ſhould call and be called the 
© tender names of father, mother, bro- Wt « 
ce ther, ſiſter, and ſon, This deluſion ſoon WK « 
* ended. About two o'clock of that day, 
„ wherein I was preparing to meet my fa- {W« 
ether and propoſe the ſcheme to him that 
my heart was ſo full of, a letter was put 
into my hand, by a man who told me « 

ce he 
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he muſt have an anſwer. The writing 


was that of my father, and I broke the 
Ng BY ſcal with a trembling hand. The con- 
"VB © tents of the letter acquainted me that 
ur BF © my ſiſter, in hopes of gaining favour 
on With her mother, had revealed the cir- 
n. cumſtances of their meeting me the even- 
d ing before, and his promiſe to do ſo 
a ; again this evening; that it had enraged 
N- BY © my mother to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
ny WE had threatened me with the worſt treat- 
le- ment, and he was apprehenſive ſhe had 
ed Wi © {ent perſons to watch me if I ſhould go 
d © to the coffee-houſe we had propoſed to 
ly, meet at; that he had encloſed me a bank 
he 


bill for fifty pounds, and adviſed me to go 
for Oxford as ſoon as poſſible ; and that 
* he would contrive ſome means of cor- 
* reſponding with me, and informed me 
| © where I ſhould direct my letters for 
* him, | 

ut At tne concluſion of it he lamented 


ne his own folly, in the moſt pathetic terms, 
he in 
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« in ſubmitting himſelf to the caprice and 
< tyranny of his wife; but 'very honeſtly 


% confeſſed, that he was incapable of break- 7 


ing from the yoke which he had worn 


„ ſo long and born ſo quietly. I ſent 


« word by his meſſenger that I would 
« write to him in the evening, and leave 
& it at a particular houſe. My anſwer was 
„ dictated by duty and affection. I im- 
« parted to him the ſcheme my head was 
full of, and aſked his opinion concern- 
« ing it; however, I told him I would de. 
fer the execution of it till I had his ap- 
« probation, and would take his advice by 
«leaving town immetdntely. I procured 
recommendations, and went for Oxford 
„directly, and was entered in col- 


« lege, Here I firſt, and I may ſay, on- 
« ly knew what tranquility was. I look 
< back with pleaſure to the moments of 
peace I experienced in that ſituation, 
e It-laſted but for two years, and then my 
adverſe fate began again to perſecute 

me 
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& me with freſh violence. My father had 
« ever taken care to ſupply me liberally 
« with money during my reſidence at the 
« univerſity. I had in that time ſtolen once 
« up to town, and been indulged with an 
c interview with him. He then mention- 
« ed to me that he had a relation in a diſ- 
« tant part of England with whom he had 
% droped all correſpondence for many 
«years, but as I had-no nearer relation, 
my own family excepted, he would write 
© to him, and inform him that I intended 
to pay him a viſit in the long vacation. 
« And ſome time after I received a let- 


ter from my couſin Mr. Harper, inviting 


me to his houſe: with great friendſhip 
« and cordiality. This was ſeconded by 
one from my father, who adviſed me 
% to comply with his invitation; and ac- 
« cordingly I prepared to viſit him at the 
« proper ſeaſon, My father and he were 
« couſin-germans, and had been very in- 
«* timate in their younger days; but my 

„ mother, 
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mother, who diſliked Mr. Harper's 
& ſhrewd remarks, and frequent applica- 
„ tions to my father to wear the breeches' 
ce himſelf, as he termed it, perſuaded her 
c huſband to break off all connections with 
& ſuch a brute, who was always endea- 
« youring to ſow diſſention between man 
and wife. The ſame power which forced 
& him to ſacrifice me, made him give up 
& his couſin, and they had. dropped all 
« connection for ſome years: my intended 
“ yifit made them renew it, and Mr. Har- 
<« per received me with much has 
and kindnels, _ | 
* He was about his alteth; year, a hale, 
0 hearty country gentleman, poſſeſſed of 
a very good ſortune, and had as much 
ſenſe as enabled him to tranſact the ordi- © 
© nary buſineſs of a juſtice of the peace, 
* puniſh vagabonds, and preſide at a quar- 8 <« 
ter ſeſſions. ' He had three ſons, and two 
% daughters, who were really handſome in 
their perſons, and pleaſing in their man- 
ners, 
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« ners, being formed by the example of 


their mother, who was a modeſt prudent 


« woman; and had ſhe been otherwiſe, ſne 
« would have had but little opportunity of 
« ſhewing the forwardneſs of her temper, 


for her huſband had ſuch exalted notions 


of the prerogative of the male ſex, that 
« ſhe would have found it a very hard mat- 


ter to have made him relinquiſh any of his 
„ rights and privileges. His fundamental 


« maxim was, that women were born to 
« obey, and all his behaviour to them 


J tended to enforce that grand point. His 


« wife was like my father, tamed into obe- 
« dience, and therefore never thought of 
4 ruling, tho? I cannot help ſaying that the 
« reins of government were not in the moſt 
* proper hands at my couſin's houſe, His 
* ſons were like himſelf, except the eldeſt, 
« who was fond of the improvement of 
* his mind, and expected to receive ad- 
« yantages from my viſit to him, which 


his father's ſingularity of temper denied 
e him, 
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* him. The ſecond was a farmer, wha 
* managed all the land his father retained 


& in his own hands, who praiſed and com- 
c mended him as a managing, induſtrious, g 
« thriving lad. The third was a ſportſ- 
„ man, who was a bright boy in his fa- : 
c ther's eye. The eldeſt he loved ſin- ? 
« cerely, but thought that he would be 


c ſoon too knowing for him, and have 
ce more ſenſe than he had. He therefore 
0 conceived a jealouſy of his abilities, and 


« would frequently tell him his eſtate i 


& would be laid out in books, 

This was the family in which I was to 
et ſpend four months, The eldeſt fon 
% came to meet me on my arrival, and 
«< conducted me to his father's houſe. The 
old gentleman, when I became a little 
& 2cquainted with him, uſed to make fre- 
« quent alluſions to my father's ſubmiſſion, 
% and to the unnatural manner in which 


„my brother treated me. 
Ah, 
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Ah, ſaid he, if my couſin Will 
had but been ruled by me, things would 
© not be as they are now. Rot it, why a 
© man that will be governed by a ſquinney- 
* out—Well, it does not ſignify, but ſhe 
* is your mother, my lad, and I'll ſay no 
* more—But 1 promiſe thee I am glad to 
« ſee thee, and thee beeſt heartily welcome 
to every thing I have. But your father's 
© a fool. He is a fool,” 
« ] bore with theſe diſcourſes, which 
te « were generally attended with a hearty 
2 ſhake by the hand, as I knew they pro- 
to «* ceeded from his affection to my father, 
on and he had no other manner of expreſs- 
nd « ing it. 
* The' eldeſt ſon was my chief compa- 
7 © nion, and as he was much fonder of his 
« ſiſters than either of his brothers, we 
«* ſpent a good deal of time with them. I 
«was then in my twentieth year; and the 
reflection of my mother's behaviour, and 


my ſiſter's perſidy, had given me ſuch 
Vol. II. E. „ an 
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an idea of the ſex, that [I thought no- 
« thing about them, except making a re- 
* ſolution to have as little to ſay to them 
eas poſſible. This had directed my con- 
duct: and while my companions were 
« ſighing for this girl, or running wild for 
another, 1 could laugh at them with a 
great deal of compoſure ; but it was my 
< turn to try the ſex. Among the viſi- 
„ tants of the family was a Miſs Colſon, 
« the daughter of a neighbouring gentle- 
« man, of ſmall eſtate, and a numerous 
« family; but this daughter had been pro- 
« yided for by a relation, who had left her 


an independent fortune by will. Her 


actions were, conſequently, free, and not 
&« {© much liable to the control of her fa- 


ether as if her expectations had reſted on 


« him. However, this was a circum- 
« ſtance I was not then acquainted with, 
ce nor knew till ſome time afterwards, It 


c as not the conſideration of her fortune, 


« for that was not great, which drew my 
cc at- 
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& attention, it was the beauty of her per- 
« ſon, and the innocence of her manners: 
« ouarded, as I imagined my heart to be, 
« againſt the wiles of the ſex, I could not 
« reſiſt the many charms that appeared in 
« her, If ſhe is like the reſt of her ſex, 
« thought I, there can be no truth, no 
« virtue in the world; it is all fallacy, all 
ce deceit. My reaſon took part with my 
« paſſions, and approved the choice that 
* my eyes had made; as ſhe was the love- 
« lieſt object that they had ever beheld. 
« My affection was in proportion to her 
« beauty, and my own inexperience. In 
the vigor of youth, with a ſanguine tem- 
„ per, and glowing imagination, I was 


« hurried away by the violence of my love, 


before I well knew that I had conceived 
a liking for her; but what was a ſecret 
« to myſelf, was obſerved by every body 
* about me. The particularities of my 
behaviour, my continually attaching my- 
e ſelf to her, the involuntary adoration I 


E 2 paid 
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<« paid her, were all evidences againſt me. 
« My couſin Tom Harper, which was the 
« eldeſt, and who was, as I mentioned be- 
« fore, my chief companion, quickly per- 
e ceived the alteration in my behaviour; 
and when I aſked him one day, would 
ce he take a ride towards Mr. Colſon's ? he 
« laughed very ſignificantly at me, and 
e pretended ſome buſineſs prevented him. 
« This refuſal had the effect he expected, 
« and I was very reſtleſs and uneaſy : he 
took that opportunity of teazing me for 
% my reſerve in not acquainting him with 
the ſentiments of my heart. I anſwered 
<« him very truly, that I could not rightly 
A tell what they were, that 1 believed he 
« had explained them for me, but that he 
e ought to excuſe my ſilence, which pro- 
« ceeded from diffidence of myſelf, and 
« fear of being laughed at. I continued 
„ to requeſt him to give me his opinion 
e concerning Miſs Colſon, and alſo to in- 
„form me if he knew whether her at- 

« fections 


| 
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« fections were engaged, and whether I 
ce ſtaod any chance of ſucceſs in the ſuit I 
« was going to begin, and deſigned to 
« purſue. His anſwer was, that her gene- 
e ral character was a very good one; that 
« ſhe had many lovers, but her coldneſs 
« had repu:ſed them all, whether from her 
* natural averſion to marriage, or whether 
« they were not agreeable to her. That. 
« ſhe was at preſent without an admirer, 
« at leaſt a profeſſed one. He mentioned 
the circumſtance of her having an inde- 
«* pendent fortune; and concluded by ſay- 
ing, he believed ſhe would make a good 
wife. After this I kept no ſecret from 
him, and he frequently accompanied me 
in my viſits to her father's. Mr. Colſon 
« was much of the ſame ſtamp with old 
Harper, but greatly his inferior in fortune, 
e conſequently, our viſits to his houſe 
« were extremely well received, and the 
e oftener we repeated them, the greater 
« honour we conferred on him, His daugh- 
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< ter alſo had unlimitted power of viſiting 
„ the Miſs Harpers when ſhe pleaſed. 
« With theſe opportunities I made the beſt 
% uſe of my time, and at length broke 
** through the reſtraint that fear of offend- 
ing her impoſed on me, and ventured to 
© tell her what I felt for her. The cha- 
« racter that Tom Harper had given me 
% was verified. She treated me with cold- 
© neſs, and would not ſuffer me to explain 
* my ſentiments: nay more, ſhe ſhunned 
* me with the greateſt care, nor would ſhe 
© even look on me. This treatment almoſt 
„ broke my heart, and I feared her aver- 
« ſion to me was real. My friend ſaw my 
e dejection of ſpirits, and applied himſelf. 
to conſole me. He helped to diſſipate 
e my chagrin, by telling me that this de- 
* meanour might be affected, and that I 
<* ſhould overcome it by perſeverance ; that 
ea true lover had always hopes, and that 
„ ſhould not deſpair.” 

Jou 
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© You ſeem to be acquainted with the 
conduct of a man in love, perhaps you 
© have experienced that paſſion yourſelf.” 


Perhaps I may, replied he. 


* Ah! then, have you not dealt ungene- 
© neroully by me? you have obtained the 
* ſecret of my heart from me, and have not 
* communicated yours in return; but I do 
not, I will not blame you for your want of 
* confidence in me. When you come to 
know me better, you will have more de- 
pendence on me. 

Don't upbraid me, Aſgill: when I do 
inform you, you will confeſs that my 
© caution has not been uſeleſs. There 1s 
© every thing to be feared from a breach 
© of truſt, but I will not think ſo unwor- 
* thily of you, as.to imagine you could be 
* guilty of ſuch baſeneſs, at leaſt I hope the 
regard you profeſs for me, and Which 1 
believe to be ſincere, would prevent your 
* ruining me, which would be the conſe- 
* quence of a diſcovery to my father; at 
© any rate, if not totally ruin me, it would 

E 4 occa- 
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occaſion a very diſagreeable and diſtreſs- 
* ing alteration in my affairs.“ | 

Then don't truſt me, Tom, if you fear 
me — | 

«I will .give you greater proofs of my 
good opinion of you than you imagine.” 

This converſation raiſed my curioſity 
only as I was intereſted in this worthy 
« fellow's welfare. I loved him for his 
good qualities before, but the confidence 
< which J imagined he was about to repoſe 
ein me, improved the affection I had con- 
« ceived for him. I took his advice with 
regard to Miſs Colſon, and ſtill had the 
& mortification to find my moſt earneſt and 
« diligent attention to her of no ſervice to 
* my ſuit, Still I complained to my 
& couſin, and ſtill he endeavoured to in- 
<« ſpire me with hope. One evening he ad- 
* addreſſed me before his father: 

© I want to ſhew you ſome of the country, 
as you are down with us; will you take 
© a ride with me to-morrow to my farm ?? 

Why, 
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© Why, Tom, ſaid the old gentleman, 
* you'l kill the Oxonian—he won't be able 


© to ride ſo far.” 
« V1! try, Sir.“ 


* You'l be left behind,“ added he. 
; « The next morning we fat out very 
ity te early, unattended, 
hy Lou have a long ride to take,” ſaid my 
his 


companion, above forty miles, and 
* through very bad roads; but I hope you'l. 
oſe be recompenſed for the trouble you will. 


_ have in your journey,” 

1th I told him I expected it, and during 
the « the whole way repreſſed every deſire I 
and had of being informed of the place we 
2 to „were going to, and the cauſe of our ride, 
my We reſted during the heat of the day, 
+ „for it was then the hotteſt time of the 
a - 


year, and arrived in the evening at a 
farm houſe in a lonely country. The 
try, farmer and his wife expreſſed great ſatis- 
faction to ſee their young maſter, and 
e regaled us with their beſt fare. 

by, © You and I, ſaid Tom, muſt ſlæep to- 
E 5 * gether 
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* gether for a few nights, for in this wild 
place there are not many conveniences, 
© and you may think yourſelf well off to 
© have a bed at any rate; however, you 
* ſhall ſhare a tolerable good one this night, 
and a better to-morrow night; but I ſhall 
« diſturb you very early in the morning.” 

Fatigue lulled me to reſt, and I ſlept 
very ſoundly till he awakened me, when 
the ſun, 


With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the Ocean's brim, 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray. 


Come, my friend,“ ſaid he, will you 

* ſleep all day; ariſe, I am impatient.” 
<* I ſtarted up and dreſſed myſelf : his 
looks ſhewed me his impatience, if he 
* had not mentioned it. We left the farm- 
* houſe, and walked towards the moun- 
„ tains, which were very near us. I fol- 
% lowed his ſteps in anxious ſilence, and 
{© he went near four miles before he ſpoke. 
* You are near your journey's end, and 
* now you ſhall fee the jewel that theſe 
*© Moun- 
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© mountains hide, far more precious to me 


than the mines of Golconda or Peru.“ 


« While he ſpoke his cheeks were co- 

% vered with a manly bluſh, and his eyes 
e ſparkled with redoubled luſtre, I don't 
* know whether I told you that I looked 
upon him as one of the handſomeſt men 
„ had ever ſeen, and then I thought his 
e perſonal beauty was augmented. We were 
* now in a narrow path between two hills, 
« which opened at once into a little lawn, 
© if I may ſo call it, for it was almoſt 
e ſurrounded by the hills, except an open- 
„ing on the ſouth, which gave a view 
of the adjacent country. A few more 
e paces. brought us in ſight of a very 
* neat houſe, wich ſome plantations of 
« trees about it, that gave a molt romantic 
appearance to it in the midſt of a de- 
„fart. We approached the houſe under 
« the cover of a row of fir- trees that hid us, 
* though we could ſce the garden, which. 
< they ſerved to ſhelter from the north and 
E 6 „ north- 
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ce north-eaſt winds, through ſome openings 
«in them, My friend, whoſe eye was 
directed to the ſpot where his treaſure 


lay, pointed with his finger to the gar- 


« den; and I ſaw a lady, employed in the 
% culture of ſome flowers, but ſhe was at 
* too great a diſtance for a particular ob- 
« ſervation. I could not help comparing 
« her to Milton's deſcription of Eve, who 


Y ent forth among her fruits and flow'rs 


To viſit how they proſper'd, bud and bloom 
Her nurſery ; they at her coming ſprung, 
And, touch'd by her fair tendence, gladlier grew, 


« My friend was pleaſed at the appli- 
« cation, and told me I ſhould ſoon find 
% how great the reſemblance was both in 
beauty and innocence. A few minutes 
brought us to the front of the houſe, 
* which faced the eaſt. Before the door 
was a little plot, happily laid out, and 
the united ſweets of the jeſſamine and 
« woodbine gave a fragrance to the air. 

* a low 
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« low hedge divided the garden from 
« this court, over which the young lady 
« ſaw our approach. She was the firſt to 
« open the door. The fight of a ſtranger 
« checked her tranſports, but my friend; 
« indulged his. | 

My lovely Adeline,” he exclaim'd as he 
caught her in his arms, and preſſed her to his 
throbbing boſom.— There was a dignity 
« in the manner in which ſhe received his 
embrace, and an inexpreſſible affection in. 
« her returning it. If ever I ſaw beauty 
improved by gracefulneſs, it was at this 
“moment. She began to complain of 
his long abſence. He interrupted her 
« by preſenting me. 
This is the cauſe of it, Adeline, and I 
© have brought him here to apologize for 
© himſelf. He is my near relation, — but 
© he is more, he is my friend.” 

* As ſuch I ſhall be ever glad to receive 
* him,” © replied this fair excellence, as I 
« approached to ſalute her; but I could not 
utter 
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S utter an intelligible word, fo much was [ 
& ſtruck with her appearance. I muttered 
&« ſome apology, which paſſed off very well; 
« for the enamoured pair were too much 
engaged with each other to pay any at- 
<« tention to my ſpeeches. Mrs. Clarinton 
heard my friend's voice, and came to 
1 „meet him. He addreſſed her with an 
« air of the greateſt reſpect; and ſhe re- 
4 « ceived him with much pleaſure, and a 
1 « confident cordiality that beſpoke her 
l good opinion of him. I was alſo intro- 
| <« duced to this good lady: and now I had 
| e an opportunity of contemplating the ami- Iſ < 
able family which I had the happineſs Ii «+ 
* to ſee before me. Mrs. Clarinton had 
| e paſſed the bloom of life, but her regula- © 
« rity and temperance yet preſerved the << 
ce roſes on her cheeks, that the ſun of time 
e had but juſt withered. She ſhewed what 
| „ ſhe had been, and was pleaſing even 
then. The propriety and dignity of her <« 
« deportment, though far removed from *< 

every 
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« every haughty and ſupercilious air, threw 
« 2 luſtre round her that made her an ob- 
« jet of admiration. But her ſweetneſs 
« of temper and good ſenſe invited you to 
« uſe every becoming freedom in her com- 
« pany, and you forgot the awe ſhe in- 
« ſpired in the agreeableneſs of her con- 
« yerſation, But what words ſhall paint 
« the lovely Adeline! What terms can 
« deſcribe the charming maid! Nothing 
« had my eyes ſeen before ſo amiable, nor 
“ ſhall they ever behold ſo lovely an ob- 
« ject again. Her dreſs was contrived to 
fit her ſhape, which was perfection itſelf. 
« But I cannot tell you how fair ſhe was. 
My idea of her is ſo ſtrong this moment, 
that I know my attempts to deſcribe her 
“would fall ſo ſhort of her beauty that I 
«* ſhould debaſe my ſubject. I could not 
help reſpecting her as ſomething ſuper- 
natural; and ſurely ſhe was the moſt de- 
licate, the moſt perfect work of the cre- 
* ation, She was poſſeſſed of every thing 

that 


' 
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that was worthy of love and admiration; ; 
« What encreaſed the force of her charms, 
« was her ignorance of their power. In- 


& nocent and artleſs as the firſt created 


woman ere ſhe fell; ſhe gained every 


heart that ſaw her. This conſequence 
« of her extraordinary beauty my friend 
ee feared, and ſhe was ſequeſtered in this 
4 ſolitude to preſerve her for his arms, 
« who alone ſeemed worthy of her. This 
was the manner in which her reſidence in 
this lonely place firſt ſtruck my thoughts, 
and the conſequences juſtified my no- 
tions. Breakfaſt was ſoon prepared, and 
„ I was not more ſurpriſed at the appear- 
e ance of the charming inhabitants of this 
« houſe, than at the elegance and neatneſs 
of every thing about them. Here it was 
that my friend appeared himſelf. There 
had ever hung a languor and a liſtleſs- 
* neſs upon him when at home, that I ima- 
gined to be the conſequence of ſomething 
that had diſpleaſed him, and which made 


&« him, 


* 


ee 
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« him apply himſelf to books to diſſi pate. 
« Here it was otherwiſe, his manners and 
« his language, as well as his face, aſſumed a 
« new dreſs; but it was the garb of joy 
« and rapture. 

« After our repaſt, which conſiſted of 
every thing excellent in its kind, Adeline, 
« her lover, and I went into the garden, 
« while Mrs. Clarinton went to employ 
« herfelf about her domeſtic concerns, I 
« expreſſed my ſurpriſe at the beauty and 
© regularity of this ſpot, where every thing 
« uſeful and ornamental were ſo happily 
e blended together. 

This garden is Adeline's province,“ re- 
plied he, and this is but a ſmall proof 
* of her taſte; you ſhall have a greater by 
* and by, if ſhe will be ſo kind to indulge 
"0k 

*I am glad you think ſo well of me, 


* ſaid ſhe, © your couſin,* added ſhe, ad- 


« dreſſing herſelf to me, © has ever told me 
*truth, and I can depend upon what he ſays 
l 4 2g 
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* as his real opinion. My confidence in] 
him has been founded upon that baſis | 
which nothing can deſtroy but his vio-Þ 
© lation of that truth.” 

That cannot be feared, Madam, eſpe- 
© cially when you are to be the reward of 
© his adhering to it.“ ; 

* You are right,” added he; * to loſe my 
* Adeline would be the ſevereſt of all pu- 
* niſhments.” 

The ſmile, expreſſive of her ſatisfac- 
* tion, and the pure affection ſhe enter- 
e tained for him, repaid his attention, and 
filled his heart with rapture. I, who was 
but a novice in the language of love, yet 
e underſtood enough of this intellectual 
© converſation, to convince me of the hap- 
% pineſs of this enamoured pair. We ſpent 
« ſome time in rambling about this agree: 
able place: and every moment gave me 
« a freſh opportunity of admiring the 
mental, as well as perſonal, qualifica- 
tions of the lovely Adeline. The heat of 
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(the ſun drove us to the houſe to ſeek for 


« ſhelter from his beams. We found Mrs. 
« Clarinton diſengaged, and waiting our 
return. 

Well, Mr. Harper,“ ſaid ſne, if you 
could have ſtaid longer out, I ſhould not 
have had the pleaſure of your company 
* within doors.” 

He ſmiled at the reproof, and replied, 
* that he had been entertained with Ade- 
« line's improvements in the garden: but 
added, that he had been raſh enough to 
* promiſe me a taſte of her daughter's 
performance on the harpſichord. 

That,“ replied Adeline, if it can 
© pleaſe, I ſhall be happy in doing.“ 

„We followed her into a room where 
her harpſichord ſtood, and ſhe gave us 
“ proofs of an exquiſite taſte and judg- 
* ment. She ſang ſeveral ſongs, and the 
* harmony of her voice was of apiece 
* with the reſt of her perfections. Her 
* lover was drowned in a flood of pleaſure; 


his 
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his ſenſes were all abſorbed in the con- 
<« templation of her charms; he ſat moti- 
“ onleſs in drinking large draughts of love 
« at his ears and eyes. In this angelic 
e ſituation we ſpent the time till we were 
„ ſummoned to dinner; my calling it an 
„ angelic recreation may ſeem ridiculous, 
but if we can form any idea of the amuſe- 
« ments of thoſe celeſtial beings, they 
« muſt ariſe from the contemplation of ſu- 
* perior perfection; from the reflection of 
« their innocence, and from the delightful 
harmony their ſongs of praiſe occaſion, 
If I am a little romantic in the deſcrip- 
tion of this manſion, and this happy, be- 
« cauſe virtuous, family, you muſt in- 
dulge me: though the rough hand of 
adverſity may have bruſhed away the re- 
* membrance of other occurrences, yet 
this made ſo deep an impreſſion on my 
memory, that my dying hour can never 
< obliterate it. The dinner was plain, but 
the ſimplicity of the food recommended 


it. 
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« jt.” Various little cakes, prepared by the 
« hands of Adeline, ſerved as a delert, 
« mixed with fruit. She not only poſ- 
« ſeflſed the politer accompliſhments, but 
« her careful mother, to whom nothing 
that appertained to good houſwifery was 
< unknown, inſtructed her in every thing 
þ that became the miſtreſs of a family to 
, ebe acquainted with; and the amuſements 
5 « of her leiſure hours were her muſic and 
K „drawing. At the requeſt of my couſin 
« ſhe produced ſeveral pieces, which ſhew- 
4. „ed that ſhe was only a beginner; yet 
J- „had ſo good a genious, that a little in- 
. © firuction would have rendered her a miſ- 
1- « treſs of the art. When the heat of the 
of I © day was a little over, we walked out. 
e My friend attached himſelf to Ade- 
et © line, and I conducted her mother. 
1 J have not ceaſed to wonder, Madam, 
er ever ſince I arrived at your delightful 
ut * abode, and not more at the rectuſe ſitu- 
ed * ation in which you dwell, than to find in 
it. Le ” : ſuch } 


— —————— 


3 
6 


. — — ho 
8 2 Is - 2." YO. > 9 — — os 
l * . "IF7 2 <> x3. _" ho A iO 


* + a 
— 3 
"CIO WWE 
= 


7 
| . 
j W 


r 
— 


94 Tus HISTORY or 


«* ſuch a ſolitude charms that would ſhine 
© in a court, and perfections that would de- 
© mand attention in the midſt of the moſt 
© numerous and polite aſſemblies.” | 

« Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © though I am obliged 
© to you for the good opinion you entertain 
of us, yet it is not the language of com- 
mendations we are accuſtomed to in this 
place: but you will ſoon ſee how we 
« ſpend our time, and where there is ſo 
much leiſure, improvement will come of 
© courſe. We devote ourſelves to it when 
we are alone, and every portion of the 
day has its peculiar employment.” 

But where, Madam, can you procure 
< inſtructors, ſo remote as you are from 
© any town ? 

She interrupted me with a ſmile. 

We have a collection of very good 


books, and I have aſſiſted my daugh- 


6 por” 
* Then I am no longer at a loſs to ac- 


© count for her extraordinary qualifications.” 
They 
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© They are ſuch as ſhould make her hap- 

* PY, if ſhe can be ſo. She is innocent, ſhe 
© is virtuous. Your couſin poſſeſſes her 
© heart—ſhe lives for him alone. I believe 
© him deſerving of her. And it gives me 
* a ſecond youth to behold them, and in- 
* dulge myſelf in the pleaſing reflection 
that my daughter will be happy in him. 
J am convinced of the goodneſs of his 
heart, and the uprightneſs of his inten- 
* tion. And when I ſhall ſee them united, 
© I ſhall have no more to wiſh for on earth, 
* for I ſhall be ſure of their future hap- 
* pineſs ; thoroughly ſenſible that a youth 
* of virtue and good ſenſe, will enſure an 
* old age of content: The moſt pleaſing 
* refletions that can attend us in that age, 
* are thoſe which ariſe from a life ſpent 
in acts of piety, benevolence, and vir- 
tue.“ | 

Such ſentiments, and the conduct that 
is actuated by them, muſt enſure felici- 
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Bt hope ſo. Adeline is young, yet ſhe 
ois not without experience in misfortunes, 
A good Providence has ſhielded us from 
© the ſeverity of them. We now enjoy 
< tranquility, and are more ſenſible of the 
« ſweets of repoſe by comparing our pres 
« ſent with our former ſituation ? The 
© world that we are ſecluded from, has no 

© charms for us; and the vanities of 1 it, ſo 
© alluring in general to a youthful imagi- 
© nation, would be diſagreeable to her at 
all times, and more eſpecially if her lover 
vas not to guide her through its intricate 
g and dangerous paths. 

„Our converſation was interrupted by 
« the return of our party as the evening 
% drew, on. We ſpent the time till the 
hour of reſt approached in the moſt a- 

e greeable manner. The converſation of 
« thoſe amiable women, had the innocent 
c freedom of virtue, and the chearfulneſs 
« that ever attends an upright heart. 1 
« prevailed upon Adeline to favour us 
4 &« with 


my 
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« with ſome more of her melodious per- 
« formances. My ſoul forgot its woes: 
« lulled to reſt by the powerful enchant- 
« ment of her voice, we retired early to 
« repoſe. My couſin was my companion 
« for this night alſo; and I could not 
« help congratulating him on the pro- 
te ſpect of happineſs that opened before 
„ | 

Where did you diſcover this treaſure, 
© or how have you been able to conceal it 
* ſo long from the eye of curioſity? Have 
you met no diſturbance from the ruffian 
or the letcher ; for ſuch temptation no- 
thing but virtue can withſtand ?? 

© I will give you every ſatisfaction you 
can require,” ſaid he, © in our return. 
* The relation will beguile the road, and 


* make it ſeem ſhorter.” 
« I ſlept ſoundly : and when I woke in 


* the morning, I miſſed my companion, 
early as it was. He had ſtolen to meet 


“his Adeline, and enjoy the delightful 
Vor, II. F 


privacy 
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<« privacy ſo eſtimable to lovers. I aroſe, 


* and found them in the garden. The 


tc entertainments of the ſecond day were 


like the former. In the evening Ade- 


«line propoſed a walk, and took us thro 
<* a path that was new to us. It led down 
& the ſide of a ſteep hill; but the deſcent 
« was eaſy.” 

© Where do you deſign to 14 us, Ade- 
© line ?? ſaid Harper, 

A little further on; you ſhall fe, r 
plicd ſhe, ſmiling. 

We arrived at a ſpace that nature had 
« drefſed in its brighteſt verdure. It was 
<« but ſmall ; but the contraſt of the brown 


„ hue of the neighbouring hills added to 


te its beauty. In one corner of it Adeline 
< cauſed an hermitage to be erected, with 
©« roots of trees, and broad flat ſtones 
e which the place ſupplied; on the out- 
&« ſide, jeſſamines and woodbines were 
« climbing to the top of it; the inſide 
« was matted, and had a ſeat all round it; 
« 1t fronted a brook, which falling from 


cc and 


Loxp STANTON, 99 
« an eminence oppoſite to it, gave a mur- 
« muring ſound; and the eye could trace 
&« its courſe through the trees as it ran 
« olittering through the valley; the edges 
« of this little ſpot were garniſhed with 
« flowers of different hues and odours : it 
« was a little paradiſe. The lovely Ade- 
« line enjoyed the ſurpriſe the ſight of 
« this elegant little place occaſioned in us.” 
Every day,“ ſaid Harper, am [I thus 
* forced to acknowledge, that nothing can 
* ſurpaſs the taſte and elegance of this 
charming girl. You are wrong,” added 
he, addreſſing himſelf to her, to be too 
* amiable. You will make me appear un- 
* worthy. of you; and from a ſenſe of my 
demerits, I ſhall ceaſe to love you. 
That can never happen,” ſaid ſhe, © I 
am ſure. This is all I can call my own, 
and your approving it will make it valua- 
dle to me.? 
* You do nothing but what merits my 
* approbation, Adeline. You do me an 
injury when you doubt it,” 
3 
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This was done to pleaſe you, and if 
© you like it my ends are anſwered,” 
“He preſſed her hand to his lips in an 
e ecſtacy of pleaſure. Her mother, happy 
in the fondneſs of this amiable pair, gave 
me a look expreſſive of her ſatisfaction, 
« Tea was prepared in this pleaſant re- 
treat, where we ſpent ſome hours with 
« oreat pleaſure, Four days we remained 
here; and our time glided impercepti- 
« bly away. I heard with regret of my 
& couſin's intended departure, which was 
& fixed for the evening of the fourth day. 
* I had been ſo happy and fo delighted, 
„ that I was ſorry to leave a ſpot that 
ce afforded me ſo much ſatisfaction. I did 
e not part from Adeline and her mother 
e without receiving aſſurances of their 
regard for me, and wiſhes to ſee me 
« with Mr. Harper when he came again. 
« My return to this kindneſs was recipro- 
cal and fincere: and I told them truly 


&* that I had not ſeen any perſons for whom 
« I had 
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“J had. ſo real an eſteem, or ſo great 
« a deſire to render myſelf agreeable to. 
« The tear trickled down Adeline's cheek 
« as ſhe bade her lover adieu: and he 
could ſcarce ſay to her, Farewell. He 
tore himſelf from her, and feared to in- 
« dulge a weakneſs that he could not re- 
« ſiſt. I followed him in ſilence, my mind 
* employed in the thoughts of what had 
«* paſſed, and in expecting to meet as much 
« happineſs in Miſs Colſon, though not 
* ſo beautiful or accompliſhed as the 
„charming Adeline, That night we lay 
« at the farm houſe, and the next morn- 
ing we bent our courſe homewards.” 
e I promiſed you,” ſaid my worthy friend, 
* when you were at Mrs. Clarinton's, that 
J would give you every ſatisfaction in 
* my power concerning her 'and her daugh- 
ter. You are the only perſon whom I 
have intruſted with the care of keeping 
this ſecret, which is of the utmoſt im- 
* portance to me. Lou are therefore my 
Ty only 


— 
N 


— 


j 
is I 
* 2 3 
* 
9 
"= 
bo 
"Ip 
| 
2 
' : 
Wy 5 
* > 
- 


i 
— — 


S 


— "> 
7 
- 
* PE 
_ 6 
— 


* Bo. 3 >» 0 29, & 


- — — FT-IR 2 = 
Lo 


102 Tus HISTORY or 


* only friend; for though 1 have brothers, 
I cannot impart to them the ſentiments 
© of my heart, and my ſiſters would be- 


© hold Adeline's merits with too jealous an 


eye, ever to ſuffer me to introduce her to 
* them. I can now have the pleaſure of 
* talking to you of the lovely maid in her 
* abſence; but I, who know the force of 
© love, can beſt caution you againſt the 
* weakneſs that attends that tender paf- 
* fron, Hint not a ſyllable of this affair to 
* Miſs Colſon, you may as well tell it to 
© all the world : for a woman cannot keep 
© a ſecret, where there is another woman 
* concerned, and one eſpecially that you 
* muſt praiſe ſo much as Adeline, if you 
* ſpeak with juſtice of her. Bury it there- 
* fore in your own breaſt, and take no no- 
* tice of me. 


I was once a greater "ſportſman than 
my youngeſt brother, nothing could ſtop 
my purſuit of the chace; nobody could 

| be 
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be more diſſipated than I was in the 
firſt years of my life. As this was the 
courſe my father followed when he was 
2 young man himſelf, he thought it the 
moſt eligible and the beſt I could take. 
My exploits in following the dogs were 
the frequent themes of his diſcourſe; and 
his commendations of my ſpirit added to 
my deſire of ſignalizing myſelf in his and 
the world's eyes, and I knew no greater 
zmbition than to be firſt in at the death, 
or to lead the field. In this manner the 
younger part of my life paſſed principal- 
ly away; yet 1 could not forbear ſome- 
times ſtealing to books, which ſhewed me 
where my deficiencies lay, and the means 
of amending them; but as my father told 
me if I could ſign a leaſe or write a re- 
ceipt, I was wiſe enough for a country 
gentleman, and never minded my improve- 
ment, I was not courageous: enough to 
undertake ſo great a taſk of my own head. 
However, I then' had ſomething gentler 

F 4 about 
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about me than my fellow brutes, and I 
frequently preferred the converſation of 
my mother who is a ſenſible woman, at 
her tea table, to the riots and drunken fro- 
licks of my brethren of the chace. In- 
ſtead of going to any of the houſes of the 
neighouring ſportſmen, who were remark- 
able for drinking hard, I have ſtolen 
home, and indulged myſelf in privacy and 
ſolitude, I then led an happy though an 
uſeleſs life; was content, becauſe. I had 
nothing to make me uneaſy; and though 
I knew no cares, I had not experienced 
any of the pleaſures that make this 
ſtate delightful, Whilſt in this ſituation, 
buſineſs led me acrofs the country. I 
was attended by my ſervant, a young fel- 
low of my own age, who had been bred ' 
up with me from my youth, and from be- 
ing boys together grew into men: As the 
road lay by the door of a neat little houſe 
that ſtood contiguous to it, (it was in the 
afternoon) and I was riding with as much 

haſte 
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haſte as I conld to reach my ſtage that 
night, as it was at a good diſtanee, yet 
my curioſity made me ſtop at this houſe. 
A young fellow of tolerable good fortune 
in this country was knocking at the door 
as hard as he could, with an intention to 
gain admittance : his ſervant held his horſe 
near the place. 1 ſtoped, and he turned a- 
bout to ſee who was near him, and find- 
ing it was one whom he was acquainted 
with, by name at leaſt, and I believe we 
had hunted together, he proceeded to 
knock louder than ever. A Lady appear- 
ed at the door, and very civilly demanded 
the cauſe of his wanting admiſſion, His 
ſpeech ſhewed him to have drank as much 
as. elevated him, though he had the per- 
fect uſe of his ſenſes. 

Madam,“ ſaid he, I want to ſee the 
© young woman who ran in here, ſhe is 
* a pretty wench—I want to ſee her, that 
1g all.“ 


F 3 © You 
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* You will excuſe me, Sir, replied the 
Lady, I have not the pleaſure of know 
© ing you, and my daughter is not accuſ. 
© tomed to ſee ſtrangers.” 

Upon my ſoul,” ſaid he, I have ſeen 

© her once, and I muſt ſee her again.” 

J muſt intreat you to deſiſt, for it is 
© what I will not comply with.” 

That does not ſignify, I muſt and will 
« ſee her. ; 

I thought I might prevent his inſulting 
a Lady, whoſe appearance demanded re- 
ſpect, and whoſe protection it was the bu- 
ſineſs of every man to undertake, As 


I approached him, having alighted and 


entered the court before the houſe, he 
imagined that I was coming to aſſiſt him. 
Ha! Harper, we ſhall ſee her now: 
* ſhe is a delicate wench, faith.” 
Do not deſire to do any thing ſo diſa- 
« orecable to. this Lady, as to force into 
+ her houſe contrary to her inclinations, 


There 
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There is a reſpect due to the fair ſex, and. 
that muſt not be violated.” - 

Ah, damn it,” replied he, I did not 
* want to hear you preach—PlIl get in, 1 

© promiſe you. | 

© But I promiſe you that you ſhall not.“ 

Shall not!“ 

© No—by no means.“ 

« Fl] try that.“ 

As he ſpoke he endeavoured to force 
me from the door, but I puſhed him from 
it with more violence than he expected... 
This was an inſult he. determined to re- 
venge, and he ſtruck at me with his whip 
in a manner that ſhewed how much he 
was offended : tho' I warded off the blow 
with my arm, and thereby eſcaped the 
fury of it; yet, the end of the whip gave 
me a ſlight cut on the head. I repaid 
this aſſault with intereſt, for I was no. 
longer maſter of my temper, and knocked. - 
him dawn, His ſervant came to his maſ- 
ter's aſſiſtance, and mine came to prevent 
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| his injuring me. There was now a pitch- 


ed battle, in which we had the good for- 
tune to come off conquerors, and remain- 
ed maſters of the field. However, my 
antagoniſt did not depart without venting 
his anger at the diſappointment he had 
met with. 

* I know you, Harper,“ ſaid he, and 
£ ſhall find a time for wreaking my ven- 
© geance on you Tou ſhall not eſcape 
1 | 

I told him I did not fear it. 

And theſe women,” contimuedt he, ſhall 
© hear more of me.“ 

They regard you as little as I do, was 
my anſwer to him as he mounted his horſe 
and went off, but too well treated for his 
inſolence. When he was gone I turned to 
the Lady, who, unaccuſtomed to ſuch 
ſcenes of tumult and riotous behaviour, 
ſtood trembling and unable to ſpeak, and 
aſſured her that ſhe need not be afraid 
of any future attempts of che perſon that 

went 
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went away, for his threats were of no con- 
ſequence z- and telling her I was very glad 
that I happened to come that way, wiſhed : 
her a good afternoon, | 

<] cannot think of your going away, 
Sir,“ replied ſne, after ſo generouſly 
© interpoling in my behalf, without re- 
© ceiving mine and my daughter's acknow- 
© ledgements for your kindneſs.” 

As I turned about to take my leave, ſhe 
ſaw the blood trickling down my hair, 
from the wound I had received. | 

Ah, Sir, ſaid ſhe, with much ear- 
neſtneſs, you are hurt; let me intreat you 
* to come in, and have ſomething _— 
©to it.“ 

The eagerneſs with which I had "Ong 
engaged prevented my feeling any incon- 
venience from this hurt. I treated it as a 
very trifling matter, and would have omit- 
ted giving any trouble; but ſhe repeated 
her intreaties, and added, that I need not 
be afraid to truſt myſelf in her hands. I 

ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe by this time you conjecture the 
Lady whom I aſſiſted to be Mrs. Clarin- 


ton, and you are not miſtaken, I ſuffered 


myſelf to be prevailed on by her intrea- 
ties, and followed her into the houſe; and 
the firſt object which met my eyes was A- 
deline. She was in tears, and great as 
her beauty is, I think ſhe at that moment 
was more lovely than ever I ſaw her: fo 
true are the poet's. words, 


When beauty in diftrefs appears, 
An irreſiſtleſs charm it bears, 

In every breaſt does pity move, 
Pity, the tendereſt part of love. 


I was ſtruck at her appearance, She 
ran to her mother, 
Ah, Madam, pardon my imprudence, 
© I have ſuffered ſeverely for it in being a 
* witneſs to your uneaſlineſs.? 
Her mother interrupted her, by ſaying 
ſhe had done nothing that reduced her to 
the neceſſity of aſking pardon. 
| But, 
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© But, my dear, added ſhe, © this gen- 
6 tleman has received hurt in kindly ſery- 
© ing us, and we ſhould endeavour to give 

, © him ſome aſſiſtance. 
| The charming maid turned her eyes on 
me, yet ſwimming in tears. The lucid 
; drops, in ſome meaſure, damped the luſ- 
t tre of the brilliant orbs; but that look un- 
9 did me— to this hour I have not forgot it. 
The roſe-bud juſt opening its tender leaves 
to the ſun of the morning, increaſes its 
ſweets and beauty by receiving the fragrant 
dew—Sweeter, more beauteous, more fra- 
grant was the lovely Adeline. I forgot 
every thing that had paſſed, I felt no hurt; 


e o much was I tranſported with her fight, 
ſo much was I inchanted in her preſence ! 

25 Every ſenſe was centered in that of ſeeing: 
a and I ſtood. ſenſeleſs to every thing elſe, 


gazing at her only. Mrs. Clarinton recall- 
ed me a little to myſelf, by requeſting me 
to d ſit down. Adeline flew to procure me 
a cordial of her mother's own making, 


ut, and. 
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and the good Lady inſiſted on inſpecting 
and dreſſing my wound. That was a 
needleſs trouble, for I felt no hurt, but 


that which 1 had received from beholding 


Adeline. Mrs. Clarinton waſh'd it with 
fome brandy, and having informed me, 
with a ſmile, that it was not dangerous, 
ſhe ſeated herſelf ;; and Adeline, who be- 
gan to recover from the fright ſhe was in, 
thanked me too for the trouble I had taken 
in preventing the inſolence of the getle- 
man, who wanted to force into the houſe, 
My reply was ſuch as any man would make 
on ſuch an occaſion : but I wiſhed to ſtay 
longer in their agreeable company, and 
could not contrive any other means than 
that of drawing them into converfation. I 
therefore defired to know' the riſe of the 
affair, and how he came to be fo impor- 
tunate, and deſirous to get in. Mrs. Cla- 
rinton anſwered me, that her daughter 
had been employed in the little garden be- 
fore the door, as ſhe frequently was : that 

| this 
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8 this gentleman riding by took notice of 
her, ſtoped and aſked her ſome queſtion, 
at WW which ſhe did not rightly underſtand; 
'S upon which he ſaid, he would come and 
explain it to her himſelf, and immediately 
© alighting, gave his horſe to his ſervant to 
5, hold, and followed her to the houſe; for 
on ſeeing his intention to come to her, ſhe 
ran in and ſhut the door. He had been 
there but a little while before you came 
up, and what followed you know very 
well. N | 
And now, Sir,* continued ſhe, I muſt 
*add my thanks to my daughter's for the 
* ſervice you have done us; and I muſt 
further trouble you, Sir, to let us know 
* who this perſon is who has ſo: much the 
appearance, and ſo little the manners of 
* a gentleman ; for I think you know him, 
*and I believe he called you by your 
name.“ | 
I told them every particular I knew of 
him, and of what nature our acquaintance 
Was, 


114 TAF HISTORY or 


was, for I feared then that they would 
think worſe of me_for being known to 
him. I ſtaid to tea at their requeſt, and 
took an opportunity of letting them know 
who I was; and telling them where I was 
going, and as I was to return by their 
door, begged leave to wait on them again. 
She aſſured me that they ſhould be glad 
to ſee me, and I departed from them 
another man than I was: ſo much was. I 
altered in a ſmall ſpace of time! As my bu- 
ſineſs did not detain me long; I was im- 
patient to behold the charming Adeline 
again, and 1 called on them in the fore- 
noon in hopes of being aſked to dinner: 
] was not deceived, and had the happineſs 
of ſpending; the day with them. As the 
cauſe of my becoming acquainted with 
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them was the ſubject of our converſation, 
I found Mrs. Clarinton was afraid of ano- | 
ther viſit from the perſon who inſulted her; | 


ſhe having ſeen his ſervant ride by once or 
twice, and looking at the houſe very at- , 
tentively. 
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tentively. That circumſtance, her appre- 
henſions conſtrued into a deſign to ſur- 
priſe them; and as their family conſiſted 
only of women, they were not in a con- 
dition to repel his attacks, Mrs. Clarin- 
ton told me, that it was an unhappy inCi- 
dent, for as ſhe had pitched upon that place 
for her retirement, and was ſettled there, 
ſhe could not think of leaving it without 
uneaſineſs, and more eſpecially as ſhe knew 
not where elſe to go; ſhe therefore aſked. 
me, if I knew any ſervant whom I could 
recommend to her, and on whoſe honeſty 
ſhe might depend ; paying me at the ſame 
time the compliment of ſaying, that 
though I was a ſtranger to her, yet ſhe 
would rely upon me, and intreat me to 
ſtand her friend in a country where ſhe 
was entirely unknown. This was a gleam 
of light, that ſhewed me a future corre- 
ſpondence with this amiable family. I 
thanked her for the good opinion ſhe had 
entertained of me, and the honour ſhe 

had 
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had conferred on me, by ſuffering me to 
intereſt myſelf in her affairs; affirmed, that 
ſne would not be deceived in me, and aſ- 


ſured her that I had never ſeen any per- 


ſons whoſe welfare was more my concern 
than theirs, and that I would do every 
thing in my power to ſerve them, 

As for a ſervant, Madam,” added I, 
that would be fit for you, there is no- 
thing fo difficult to be got, eſpecially in 
* this country; but I have one that will 
© anfwer every purpoſe” for anker is my 
on ſervant.“ 

I was interrupted by Mrs. Clarinton, 
who declared ſhe could not think of de- 
priving me of him. I, on the other hand, 
explained the nature of his connexions with 


me, affured her of his: honeſty and fide- 


lity, and concluded with inſiſting on her 
receiving him : ſhe at laſt conſented, and 
I carried my point. I aſked and obtain- 
ed permiſſion to ſee them again ; and when 
I took my leave, Mrs. Clarinton told 


_ . — a a” a 
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me that the ſooner I made it convenient to 
myſelf to pay her a viſit, the more ſhe 
would believe I concerned myſelf in her 
affairs. This was extremely pleaſing to 
me, as I flattered myſelf with frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing Adeline. In my 
way home I inſtructed my ſervant, who 
knew no oppoſition to my will, in the con- 
duct he was to opſexye 5 in Mrs. Clarinton's 
houſe, and aſſured; him that the greateſt 
proof of his regard for me would be his 
care of Adeline: he promiſed to defend 
her with his life. Accordingly, the day af- 
ter I arrived at home I diſcharged him, 
under pretence of having miſbehayed up- 
on our journey, and he went; to Mrs. 
Clarinton's, carrying arms with him which 
I had taken care to provide him, And 
now that I was left a little to my own 
thoughts, I began to conſider the ſituation 
of my heart. I found that the thoughts 
of the beauteous girl I had ſeen were ever 
uppermoſt in my imagination; that ſhe 

was 
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was indeſpenſibly neceſſary to my future 
happineſs z that ſhe was the moſt deſira- 
ble object in the creation, and that I could 
not live without her. Theſe were facts 


my heart gave ample teſtimony to—But 


how I ſhould obtain her was what diſturbed 


me. I was as yet a ſtranger to every cir- 
cumſtance concerning her, but her beau- 


ty; and as I conjectured by their manner 
of living, that ſhe had no great fortune, I 


found myſelf entitled to make propoſals to 
her as an huſband. But the ſuperiority of 
fortiine is the meaneſt conſideration in the 
eye of true love. I might buy her, 


but J ſhould not perhaps gain her heart: 


beſides, I found in the converſations I had 
held with her, that ſhe was poſſeſſed of 
more ſenſe than I was, and the language 
and ſentiments of her mother and herſelf, 
were as mirrors to ſhew me my own defi- 


ciencies. I was aſhamed of myſelf, and 


determined from that hour to improve 
myſelf as much as I could, I was then of 
„ an 


Lok p STANTON. 119 


an age which gave me reſolution to pur- 
ſue a ſettled plan, and my reaſon could 
comprehend what I read: though not ſo 
ſucceſsful as I wiſh, yet I am much bet- 
ter than I was. But this is anticipating 
my relation. 

In leſs than a fortnight I went to ſee 
Mrs. Clarinton again, who, as well as her 
daughter, received me with a great deal 
of pleaſure, and expreſſed the obligations 
they were under to me for the ſervant. ' 
But though they were more ſecure than 
before, yet Mrs. Clarinton was very un- 
eaſy at her ſituation ; and eſpecially as Mr. 
Ingram, for that was the name of the per- 
ſon who had inſulted them, was a neigh- 
bour, and as he rode frequently backward 
and forward, ſhe was under apprehenſions 
of him. I endeavoured to quiet them as 
well as I could, and ſhe ſeemed ſatisfied. 
Adeline's reſerve wore off, as ſhe grew more 
acquainted with me, and added the charms 
of a chearful ſenſibility and lively innocence, 


ro 
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to the beauties of her face and perſon, 
Every time I ſaw her, I was more ena- 
moured of her than before: and the per- 
miſſion I had to ſee her there whenever ! 
pleaſed, which I did not fail to make a 
good uſe of, rendered me at length quite 
familiar with them, and I had the happi- 
[neſs of ſeeing myſelf eſteemed by them 
both. | 

My mother had an uncle who was a 
very great humouriſt. Unhappy divi- 
ſions in this kingdom, ſome years ago 
had engaged many gentlemen of this 
county either on one {ide or the other, as 
their different intereſts or inclinations pre- 
vailed. Among the adherents to the ruined 
cauſe, was my uncle, and on the contrary 
party was my father, whoſe weight and 
influence ever ſucceſsfully oppoſed the 
former. This bred the greateſt animoſity 
between them: and the feuds that aroſe in 
private families, were but the types of the 
public diſtractions, My uncle, who em- 
0 | barked 
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barked in the cauſe he eſpouſed with very 
great ſpirit, had ſtrained every nerve to 
ſupport it; and the conſequence was, he 
involved himſelf in trouble, and his eſtate 
in debt. At laſt he had the mortification 
to ſee all his hopes fail him, and his party 
totally ruined. It was double aggrava- 
tion of diſtreſs to a man of his ſanguine 
and impatient temper, to be expoſed to 
the triumph of his adverſaries, and ſee 
his fortune reduced at the ſame time. It 
was a circumſtance he could not bear, and 
he reſolved to bury himſelf in obſcurity. 
He accordingly fold off as much of his 
eſtate as would pay his debts, and, with 
ſome money that was left, he built that 
houſe we have juſt quitted, and where 
Mrs, Clarinton now lives. He was a 
bachelor, and his neareſt relation was my 
mother, whom he truly loved, and whom 
he well knew was in her heart, from the 
miſtaken principles of her education, at- 


tached to his way of thinking; but the 
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fear of her huſband, who was as violent 
on the other fide of the queſtion, pro- 
vented her ſhewing them. As I grew up, 
he ſent a private meſſage to my mother, 
with a deſire to ſee me; but this ſhe dared 
not comply with, unleſs my father conſent- 
ed, and nothing covld induce him to it 
but the hopes ſhe inſpired him with, that 
he would leave the remains of his fortune 
to our family. He at laſt permitted me 
to viſit him, though if he had not, 1 
ſhould have poſſeſſed my uncle's eſtate, not. 
withſtanding it was in his power to leave it 
to whom he pleaſed, For ſuch was his re- 
gard to lineal ſucceſſion, that he would have 
left his eſtate to me as hisnextof kin, though 
the ſon of a man whom he looked upon as 
His moſt inveterate enemy. In my viſits 
to him I firſt ſaw that ſolitude in which he 
then lived, and where he had reſided for 
many years before, totally ſecluded from 
the world, His amuſement had been in 
improving the place, cloathing the hills 

ö with 
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with wood, and rendering his houſe com- 
fortable and convenient. He had about 
two hundred pounds a year when he threw 
himſelf into this retirement; and he was 
not by any means expenſive, he had laid 
by ſome money. Theſe circumſtances my 
father very well knew when he ſuffered me 
to viſit him, then about fifteen years old, I 
e had often heard his name mentioned in 
e terms of the higheſt diſrepect and abhor- 
1 rence by my father, and I went to ſee him 
t- with very great reluctance, But I was 
it I agrecably ſurpriſed to ſee a venerable old 
e- Wl gentleman, good-natured and indulgent, 
ve ho expreſſed great regard for me as his 
nephew, and who treated me with more 
fondneſs than I met at home. I could not 
avoid paying a proper reverence to his 
perſon, and my heart was affected with 
love and gratitude to him: the more I had 
been taught to hate him, the more did the 
unexpected difference I found in him, and 
which was ſo contrary to the idea I had en- 
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tertained of him, make me love and ho- 
Nour him. I naturally. did every thing ! 


could to oblige him from that principle; 


and he, on the other hand, conceived a 
great affection for me. The old gentle. 
man had been a courtier: he was a ſcholar, 
and maſter of the learning of the laſt age, 
He was much concerned at the ignorance 
in which 1 had been educated, and finding 
me willing to liſten to, and receive his in-. 
ſtructions, he firſt opened the road to the 
little knowledge I now poſſeſs. Young as 
I then was, yet I had ſenſe enough to per- 
ceive that difference between his notions 
and manners, and thoſe of the perſons 
whom I was accuſtomed to converſe with. 
I therefore wiſhed to be as he was, and at- 
tended to what he ſaid to me with plea- 
ſure. As the time of my viſit was limited 
by my father, and the hour was come i © 
which we muſt ſeparate, I parted from him ! 
with great regret, and he was alſo con- f 
cerned at my going away. He gave me J F 
letter 
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letter for my mother, which he told me 
contained a requeſt for me to come to ſee 
him again, if I ſhould chuſe it. 

* Ah Sir, ſaid I, © I don't wiſh to part 
* with you, I never was ſo happy as I have 
been in your company, and I will come ſoon 
to you again if you will give me leave. 

He embraced me with great tenderneſs : 
and aſſuring me of his affection, we parted 
mutually pleaſed with each other. When 
returned home, my father began to ex- 
amine me concerning my uncle's beha- 
viour to me, and the great regard I ex- 
preſſed for him was very diſpleaſing: 
however, when he found that he had 
mentioned nothing to me either about him 
or his principles, he ſeemed more ſatisfied. 
He ſeized the letter to his wife, which he 
inſtantly opened. My uncle there ſpoke 
of me in the moſt favourable terms; he 
lamented my want of education, and of- 
fered me every ſervice in his power; ex- 
preſſed his love for me, and deſired to ſee 
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me often, There was a candour and xz 
kindneſs in this letter that even affected my 
father, who does not poffeſs the greateſt 
ſenſibility. He was pleaſed with it: but 
the fear leſt I ſhould imbibe any of the 
notions of my uncle, made him very averſe 
to my making frequent viſits to him, 
Three months elapſed before my father 
could prevail on himſelf to let me go 2 
ſecond time; but at length the ſuggeſtions 
of intereſt overcame all his ſcruples, and 
J was ſuffered to go when I would, and 
ſtay as long as I pleaſed; and I muſt do 
that juſtice to my uncle to ſay, that he 
never endeavoured to overturn the prin- 
ciples in which I had been educated, nor 
did he ever blame my father. Whether this 
conduct aroſe from delicacy of fentiment, 
or whether he perceived that there were 


no hopes of his party ever riſing again, I 


know not; but I never heard him utter a 
ſentiment that could give offence to his moſt 
zealous adverſaries, in whoſe tenets I was, 

even 
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even then, very converſant, The hap- 
pieſt hours of my life, till I ſaw Ade- 
line, were ſpent in my, uncle's company, 
whoſe memory I reverence. His conver- 
ſation was inſtructive and entertaining; 
the accounts of his different. ſtations and 
tranſactions in the court and ſervice of 
his beloved King, gave me an inſight into 
the cuſtoms. and manners of perſons. of 
a ſuperior rank. His experience, which 
aroſe both from obſervation and actual 
dealings with mankind, afforded. me op- 
portunities of enquiring into things that 
I had hardly ever heard mentioned be- 
fore. He anſwered all. my queſtions with 


the moſt obliging kindneſs, and took de- 
light in the improvements I made: — 
He would frequently ſay to me, 

* Tom, I ſhall make you an old man, 
*and you a young one of me. 

We then laid the foundations of ſome of 
thoſe riſing groves you ſee there now, and 
which I cannot look at without remem- 
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bering the planting of them. I will not 
be tedious: but my ſoul delights as much 
in the recollection of the ſcenes I have 
paſſed in that place, as it does now in 
the lovely maid that dwells there. That 
ſpot was doomed to give me happineſs, 
but I was not to enjoy that of my uncle's 
1 company and converſation long: in about 
198 two years he was taken ill, and never roſe 
it b from his bed. He ſent for me at the 
114 beginning of his illneſs, and I never quit. 
ted him till my attendance could be no 
longer of ſer vice to him. He died in my 
1 arms, and I thought that J ſhould have 
TA followed him, for his death affected me 
7.8 very much. By his will he left me all 
4:8 his eſtate, chargeable with an annuity of 
fifty pounds a year for life to an old friend 
of his, whom he made his executor; and 
1 gave fifteen hundred pounds to my eldeſt 
. ſiſter, whom I had brought to viſit him 
W once along. with me. He firſt inſpired 
me with notions of honour and virtue, 


and 
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and the love of Adeline, I hope, has per» 
feted them. 

Atter his death, the example of the com- 
pany I met at my father's houſe, and the 
levity of youth, made me forſake the 
courſe he had adviſed me to keep; and 
though I did not forget his inſtructions, 
I wanted courage to purſue them : I was 
fool enough to be affected by the ridi- 
cule of thoſe about me, and gave myſelf. 
up to diſſiaption and rural ſports. I be- 
came the boldeſt hunter and beſt markſ- 
man in the county; and that ſatisfied my 
ambition till I beheld Adeline. Then I 
perceived the loſs I had ſuffered in not 
following my uncle's inſtructions, which 
would have made her look upon me in 
a more favourable point of view. To 
recover my loſt time, I had again recourſe 
to my good uncle's library, which he be- 
queathed to me. During my. minority, 
I had perſuaded the executor to take care 
of the houſe and gardens; and as I was 

9 G 5 F 


130 TRE HISTORY or 

of age ſoon after my acquaintance with 
Adeline, the eſtate came into my own 
hands. Mrs. Clarinton's frequent com- 
plaints of her being uneaſy at the vici- 
nity of Mr. Ingram, firſt inſpired me with 
the thoughts of removing her to this 
houſe. How to do it without being ſuſ- 
pected of intereſted motives, puzzled: me 
greatly. However, at all events, I had 
the houſe fitted up, and was at a very con- 
ſiderable expence in having every conve- 
nience added that the modern taſte autho- 
riſed. I ſent to London for furniture, 
and did every thing in my power to ren- 
der it complete ; elegance I could not 
attain to, though I might endeavour to 
aim at it. When this was done, and the 
gardens put in order, I conceived the de- 
fign of bringing the lovely Adeline and 
her mother to this charming retreat; for 
though it is mine, I may be allowed to 
ſay, that nothing can exceed the quiet or 


natural beauty of this ſpot, Mrs, Cla- 
1 rinton's 
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rinton's apprehenſions, ſo far from ſub- 
ſiding in a length of time, rather increaſed; 
and every viſit | payed her, ſhe ſeemed 
more determined to remove to ſome other 
place. In the hours of my reflection J 
had not forgotten my uncle's inſtructions. 
I had heard him mention the art of wo- 
men, and the many ſnares they laid to 
entrap the heedleſs and unwary. Though 
my heart was prepoſſeſſed in favour of Ade- 
line, yet I was willing to know as much 
as I could of. their manner of living, and 
for that purpoſe deſired William, my ſer- 
vant,. to- meet me in private. The ac- 
count he gave me was ſuch as correſponded 
with my warmeſt wiſhes, and fully con- 
vinced me how injurious any ſuſpicions 
were that I could form againſt the cha- 
rater of Adeline. From that moment 
I gave myſelf up to the indulgence of my 
paſſion, and did not deſire to put a ſtop 
to the affection, the unbounded affection, 
that occupied my breaſt, I confeſs to 

G 6 you, 
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you, my dear couſin, that I found my 
heart expand, my notions enlarge, my 
thoughts and- ſentiments take another turn, 
in proportion as I felt my love for that 
amiable girl increaſe. I was another Cy- 
mon, and Adeline was my Iphigene: When 
every thing was in readineſs for their re- 
ception, I began to conſult the means 
how to entice them thither. I had en- 
deavoured to render myſelf agreeable to 
Adeline, and, from what I could perceive, 
I was not diſappointed. Every enquiry 
I could make of William gave me no 
ſatisfaction, for he could gain nothing of 
their fentiments towards me. All he could © 
fay of them was, he believed they were 
angels; but they never ſpoke to the ſer- 1 


vants of any thing that did not belong : 
to their buſineſs. It coſt me much con 
ſultation with my pillow in what manner «< 
I ſhould open myſelf to Adeline, or whe- t 
ther it would be preferable to ſpeak to It 


her mother. They were ſtrangers to me, 
| and 
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and I would have forfeited all my earthly 


hopes for the poſſeſſion of Adeline. How 
miſerable ſhould I have 'been in loſing 
her! After much deliberation 1- propoſed 
opening myſelf to her mother, by telling 
her the affection I had for her daughter; 
and if the gratification of it was incom- 
patible with her future hopes in life, I 
muſt reſign myſelf to deſpair; but if it 
was not, I ſhould moſt 2 1 make * 
my friend. 

With a Goji reſolution to dc my- 
felf to Mrs. Clarinton, I repaired: to her 
houſe, and taking an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to her alone, told her I had ſomething 
for her private ear, if ſhe would pive 
me liberty of communicating it. She led 
me to a little ſummerchouſe at the end 
of her garden, and when we were ſeated, 
defired me to mention whatever I had 
to ſay, as we could not be interrupted 
there. As I had nothing to * er ho- 

nour. 
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nour and honeſty might not warrant, I 
proceeded without any heſitation. 
©] have made bold to demand this pri- 
vate conference with you, madam, to 
treat of à matter of the greateſt impor- 
© tance to my future happineſs. I will 
open the buſineſs at once. From the 
* firſt moment I ſaw your charming daugh- 
© ter, I loved her,—I wiſh to be united to 
her by the moſt ſolemn. and tendereſt 
© ties, and beg your permiſſion to addrefs 
her, if ſhe is not otherwiſe engaged, and 
prevail on her, if poſſible, to return a 
© paſſion that will deſtroy. me if not re- 
* quited, You have heard of my family 
and my expectations, but I don't men- 
tion this as proving myſelf worthy of 
Adeline; all I mean, is to prove my paſ- 
« ſion is entirely diſintereſted, and that I 
© ſhall have a ſufficient fortune to ſupport 
Adeline, if not in the greateſt ſplendor, 
at Jeaſt in the road of happineſs and 
plenty. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clarinton remained ſilent: my 
heart drew the moſt mournful preſages 
from it. 

Ah! Madam, if Adeline is engaged, 
if there is another more happy in her 
good opinion than I am, do not heſitate 
to inform me of it. I will bear my 
© misfortune as well as I can; and. though 
©] ſhall be forbidden to think of her as 
a lover, do not deny me the happineſs 
* of being her friend—Ah, ſpeak, madam, 


and put an end to my anxiety. I would 


not attempt to addreſs her without your 
* permiſſion, and your anſwer ſhall de- 
© termine me. | 
I thank you for the compliment you 
© have paid me, Mr. Harper,” ſaid ſhe, 
and did not expect any thing elſe from 


*your behaviour than what was proper 


*and candid, I am no ſtranger to your 
' paſſion for my daughter. 
] ſtarted, 

* You 
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Tou need not be ſurpriſed,” continued 
the, ſmiling; your eyes have told me all 


that paſſes in you heart. Had I diſap. 
© proved it, you hed not been welcome 


& here. I flatter myſelf that Adeline does 


* not conceal her ſentiments from me; f. 
© the is engaged to any body it is totally 
© without my knowledge, and you may 


* endeavour to find it out when you pleaſe c 


Jou have my permiſſion.” ; 4 


- © How ſhall 1 thank you? How ſhal « 
41 expreſs. my onions” to you, ny 


dam Fw 1 i, 'F 
By treating Adeline well when ſhe JT BUY 
© in your power. You may judge of my | 
good opinion of you, when I truſt you 
© with all that is dear to me in this world: « , 
May that Hour be my * when I = 
<feit your eſteem.” - | 1 
I truſt you will not,“ ſaid e! but 
] believe the regard I have conceived for &y 
vou, has hurried me into an indiſcretion « |, 
Lin this matter. You are young, and ſhe 


4, | «© 13 
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is ſcarce eighteen ; an age by no means 
« fit to commence the duties of a wife in; 
« beſides, if it were, you have not your 
© father's conſent, which, I muſt own, will 
© be very material. And another circum- 
* ſtance, which will weigh more than any 
© other is, that Adeline has little or no for- 
tune. You will expect a dowry with a 
* wife adequate to your eſtate: and your 
father will never conſent to your mar- 
* rying without a portion.“ 

My father, Madam, though 1 is at- 

* tached to his intereſt, would not ſee me 
* unhappy, I believe, when it is in his 
power to remedy it. Adeline is a for- 
tune in herſelf ! that is the leaſt and moft 
* trivial conſideration, and what I beg may 
*not be mentioned again, I hope you 
will not tell her of our converſation, left 
* ſhe ſhould think I came back'd with 
* yout authority, which might induce her 
* to give me her hand without her heart: 
det 
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let me win that, Madam, and your con- 
«* ſent will then ſanctify her choice.“ 

It ſhall be as you pleaſe, ſaid ſhe, 
* But let me aſſure you, Mr. Harper, that 
my apprehenſions are very ferious con- 
© cerning this Ingram, and I know not 
© what to db. I cannot live in this ſtate 
of uneaſineſs, and muſt requeſt you to 
© find ſome. other place for me to: remove 
© to as far from his neighbourhoed as you 
© can. I have ſome reaſons for preferring 
to live in the country: and as this is very 
© diſtant from the metropolis, and a cheap 
place, it is more - agreeable to me.” 

Madam,“ faid 1,. © after what has paſſed, 
„it will not be deemed impertinent in me 
to ſay, that the welfare and happineſs of 
your fanüly is my chiefeſt concern. 1 
© have no. intereſt. of my. own that can 
come in competition with. Adeline's 
« ſafety, and your repoſe. Since ever this 
© affair happened, and you. have been com- 
 plaining of this ſituation, my thoughts 

| turned 


* * * La 
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turned on an houſe, which you will find 
extremely convenient; and I believe it 
* will be agreeable, from the little improve- 
ments about it; but it is buried in the 
© midſt of mountains, and in a ſolitude 
* that is diſmal.” 

© The more retired the better,“ faid ſhe. 

© Is it far from hence? N 

It is a good way, and very remote 
from Mr, Ingram. It is furniſhed : but 
© there are many things wanting that your 
furniture will ſupply, which will be ne- 
* ceſlary, as you cannot eaſily have aſſiſt- 
* ance there.“ 

But, perphaps, Sir, the expence of 
maintaining ſuch an houſe may be more 
© than 1 would chuſe to incur, and the 
rent may be more than I ſhould like to 
c pay.“ 

* Neither, indeed.— I will appoint a day 
© to ſhew you the houſe, and if you like it, 
* the whole ſhall be ſettled to your ap- 
* probation.” | 

41 
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AJ admire. your deſcription of its ſo- 
© litude, ; But are you not concerned in 
« this houſe ? 

* Don't think the worſe of me, Modine * 
I will not tell you a falſchood. It is 
* mine—and was the reſidence of a much- 
« eſteemed uncle of mine who left it to 
me; and ſo great is my regard to his 
* memory, that I deſigned to keep it for 
* ever to mylelf; but as it will be tht 
< moſt eligible place you can retire to 
J offer it to you. You ſhall be my 
< tenant, and I will give you a leaſe of 
. : 

As it is your's, I will depend upon 
© you, and go to it when you ſhall have 
it ready, Whatever terms you propoſe 
* I ſhall agree to. You fee that I throw 
* myſelf wholly into your hands.” | 

Lou bind me to your ſervice by the 
« generoſity of your proceedings: but do 
© not let your daughter know for a time 
1 chat you are going to my houſe, I would 
3-4 o den- 
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© endeavour to baniſh ſuſpicion from her 
breaſt: the thought of reruirifing an ob- 
« ligation is repugnant to love.” 
Well, well, you muſt be pleaſed, 100 
<1 will give you the encouragement to 
« ſay, that Adeline thinks- very often of 
you; but as you may perhaps imagine 
dit very odd that we who are ſtrangers in 
« this country ſhould fettle here, as you 
© have done my daughter the honour of 
< propoſing for her, it will be neceſſary 'to 
* explain to you the motives that induced 
© us to come down here, and wiſh to bury 
© ourſelves in the deepeſt ſolitude: it is 
but returning your compliment in mak- 
ing you acquainted with our circum- 
* ſtances. But Adeline will wonder at our 
© long ſtay here, and will perhaps join us: 
let us prevent her.” 

She roſe to go to the houſe, and I fol- 
owed her; nor would ſhe permit me to re- 
turn her thoſe thanks her kindneſs deſerved. 
By the time we reached the houſe, dinner 
was 
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was prepared. for us, and' that prevented 
Mrs. Clarinton's communicating; what had 
paſſed to her daughter. When the things 
were removed, ſhe told Adeline of our 
converſation concerning the houſe; and 
added, that though removing was attend- 


ed with a great deal f trouble, yet it was 


neceſſary, upon her account, to get out 
of Mr. Ingram's neighbourhood. 5 
Ah, Madam, returned Adel ine, 1 
am the unhappy cauſe of all your trou- 
< ble!” 

6 Ne o, my child, 5 "died. her mother, 

© you are my greateſt happineſs.” 

Theſe words were myſterious, and the 
converſation was again changed to this 
houſe, which Mrs. Clarinton ſaid, I had 
been at the trouble of procuring them, 
and expreſſed her obligations to me upon 
that account. 

Ah,“ ſaid Adeline, © I know not how 
we ſhall make Mr. Harper amends for 


* the 
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c the RO, vo he takes about 
5 us,” 
oof Permitting me to viſit. you Peale 
£ will be ſufficient reward.“ 

* Your company will give us the greatell 

© pleaſure,” _ 

She bluſhed as ſhe 6 and faxed 
ſhe had gone too far. I thanked, her for 
her compliment, and promiſing that I 
would give them notice -when I would 
come for them, defired them to have: eve- 
ry thing prepared to go at once, and not 
give the neighbourhood the leaſt intima- 
tion where they were going. According- 
ly when every thing was ready, I gave 
them notice by letter, that I ſhould be with 
chem on the next morning but one, with a 
carriage. When I arrived there by break of 
day they were prepared, and William took 
care of the furniture which was conveyed 
in a waggon, and of Mrs. Clarinton's 
ſervants. As the diſtance was ſo great, 
{ propoſed that they ſhould ſleep at the 

farm- 
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farm-houſe where we lay, and the next 
morning go to their retreat. 

As it was the ſpring of the year, and 
our road lay acroſs the country, and was 
very bad, it was night before we reached 
the farm-houſe; but it was the happieſt 
journey I ever made — Confined in the 
Tame carriage with my Adeline. Every 
moment my heart throbbed with joy as 1 
touched her. It was this opportunity Mrs, 
Clarinton took, during our journey, tg 
acquaint me with her hiſtory, 

It may ſeem odd to you, Mr. Harper, 
ſaid ſhe, * that perſons, who ſeem to be 
© converſant with the ſcenes of life, ſhould 
* chuſe a retirement ſo diſtant from all the 
* faſhionable pleaſures of the world; and 
© that my daughter, who is in the bloom 
* of youth, ſhould be hurried from that 
© centre of amuſements, and buried in a 
lonely ſolitude: but however agreeable 
ca reſidence in the metropolis might have 
© been in the midſt of our friends and ac- 

* quaintance 
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c quaintance, and where we had been long 
known, yet cogent reaſons compel us to 
* forſake it, and ſeek. for ſafety in a retreat. 
© Though it is very irkſome to me to diſ- 
© cover the faults of any perſon nearly re- 
© lated to Adeline, which mult be the con- 
« ſequence. of informing you of the cauſe 
« of our viliting this country; yet the care 
© you have ſhewn of us, and the friend- 
© ſhip you are ſo kind to profeſs for us, 
would make me appear ungrateful to con- 
© ceal from you thoſe circumſtances which 
© you ſhould know. I have Adeline's per- 
* miſſion , for as ſhe is the principal perſon 
concerned in it, I would not diſoblige 
her by communicating it without her 
leave; but the regard ſhe has for you 
* will not let her prevent my telling you; 
and when you know the whole, there 
will. be no. occaſion to deſire you to keep 
* it ſecret.. 
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1 am the widow of a younger brother 
of a noble family in this kingdom. Mr. 
Clarinton, when he married me, was poſ- 
ſeſſed of a lucrative poſt at court, and 
my fortune, which was conſiderable, aſ- 
fiſted him very much; for his eſtate was 
but ſmall, and his whole dependance was 
on the favour of his ſovereign. The great- 
eſt part of his eſtate was ſettled on me as 
a jointure, which I enjoy now, and which 
Adeline will poſſeſs at my death. As our 
union was occaſioned by reciprocal affec- 
tion, you may. ſuppoſe that we were as 
happy as any two people, bleſſed with 
youth and love, could be in our ſituation : 
indeed his fondneſs for me, induced him 
to be more expenſive than I wiſhed him, 
but my remonſtrances could not ſtop the 
profuſion of his kindneſs. Adeline was 
the firſt fruit of our love; and of three 
other children, ſhe alone ſurvives: our 
whole care was therefore centered in her: 


and I muſt pay that tribute to his memo- 
.. 


Lo kp STANTON. 147 


ty, to ſay, he was the fondeſt father, the 
kindeſt huſband, During his life I was 
a ſtranger to every care, nor knew forrow- 
till the hour in which I was deprived of 
him. He died when Adeline was juſt 
fifteen, and left his affairs in a very em- 
barraſſed ſituation. As all he had died 
with him, I found myſelf obliged to lay 
down the equipage he kept for me, and 
ſtep at once from the affluence, or rather 
ſuperfluity in which we lived, and deſcended. 
to the poſſeſſion of a bare competency z 
yet this did not grieve me on my own 
account ſo much as Adeline's, who would 
now loſe every advantage which my for- 
mer enjoyment of fortune would have 
given her. My late huſband's eldeſt bro- 
ther is Lord G——-=, We had been up- 
on very friendly terms while he remained 
in the kingdom; but a few years before 
his brother's death, he went abroad upon 
ſome occaſion or another, perhaps for his 
health, or to recruit his finances: for as 
H 2 he 
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he was of an expenſive turn, he. had greatly 
impaired his eſtate, and thinking to live at 
an eaſier rate abroad than at home, he re- 
mained ſeveral years out of the king- 
dom, giving his eſtate time to clear itſelf. 
His return was ſoon after his brother's 
deceaſe, and about the time when I found 
myſelf obliged to deſcend from. that rank 
I had held in life as his brother's wife. 
He paid me a viſit the day after his ar- 
rival, and offered me compliments of con- 
dolance ; aſſuring me at the ſame time of 
his good wiſhes for my welfare, and that 
he would prove himſelf a friend as well 
as a brother, deſiring me to uſe his inte- 
reſt and command his ſervices. To Ade- 
line he behaved in a moſt affectionate, 
and tender manner, telling her he would 
be a father to her in the room of the 
one ſhe loſt, and bidding her depend up- 
on him for her future eſtabliſhment in life, 


with a promiſe of calling ſoon on me: 


again. He went away: and I. who knew 
wal ſufficiently 


Lok D STANTON. 149 
ſufficiently how little dependance ſhoukt 
be had on the promiſes of the great, con- 
ceived his profeſſions to be little more than 
words of courſe, and accordingly took 
meaſures in my own mind as if he had not 
tendered his ſervice. The wretched ſel- 
dom find friends who want them moſt, the 
happy and affluent are never without them. 
Adeline, whoſe inexperience cauſed her to 
rely more on appearances, took” her un- 
cle's part, and by her being ſo ſanguine 
in his behalf gave me ſome comfort, and 
bad me hope that he might really ſerve me. 
She was ſure, ſhe ſaid, that he would do 
what he had promiſed, and that he could 
not mean to deceive us; that his offers of 
ſervice, and profeſſions of kindneſs were 
all voluntary, and unſolicited by us; 
therefore ſne could not think him ſo bad. 
I did not attempt to undeceive her, as I 
thought the deluſion would vaniſh time 
enough, and we ſhould be left too ſoon in 
that painful ſituation, which will not ad- 
H 3 mit 
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mit of hope; but I was much ſurpriaed 
to ſee Lord G come again the next 
day but one, and enter very minutely in- 
to the ſituation in which his brother had 
left his affairs. The attention which he | 
paid to every circumſtance, and the mea- 
ſures he propoſed for extricating affairs out 
of their difficulties, and delivering me ( 
from the troubles which ſurrounded me, 
were the moſt reaſonable and judicious 
that could be executed. He frequently IU | 
viſited me to ſettle my affairs, and by ſcll-  : 
ing off every thing, I found there was 
enough to diſcharge all Mr. Clarinton's 1 
debts, leaving me my jointure of one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds a year, and about 
fifteen hundred pounds remaining for Ade- 
line. I changed my manner of living, 
leſſened my'expence, diſmiſſed the greateſt Y *© 
part of my ſervants, and began to live in 
the narrow circle that my affairs permitted. 
When 1 had eftabliſhed myſelf, and gave 
-up all my thoughts to the improvement 
of: Adeline, her uncle came to me one 
day, 
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day, and after approving; the ſteps I had 
taken, began to open the ſituation of his 
own affairs to me : aſſured me how ſorry 
he was that the embarraſſment of his cir- 
cumſtances would not permit him to add 
ſomething to the ſmall ſtipend which had 
been ſettled on me, but that it was totally 
out of his power. I interrupted him by 
ſaying, I had no expectation of any ſuch 
thing, and that his friendſhip was all [ 
had to deſire from him; that he had given 
already ſuch proofs of his regard to his 
brother's memory, by aſſiſting. me ſo pow- 
erfully in the adjuſting his affairs, that L 
could not ſufficiently expreſs my obligations 
to him for it. | 
© Do not mention it any more my dear 
* ſiſter,” ſaid he: © but though I cannot do 
* any thing for you myſelf, I have had 
* intereſt enough to procure you ſome lit- 
* tle addition to your income. Upon my 
* repreſentation of your late huſband's ſer- 
© vices to his Majeſty, and the diſtreſt ſi- 
—  -- *_— 
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tuation in which he has left you and his 
daughter, he has been graciouſly pleaſed 
© to order you a penſion of two hundred 
* pounds a year.” 
At the ſame time he preſented me with 
the warrant for receiving it, 

Oh, my Lord, you overwhelm me | 
© with your goodneſs.” “ | 
Say no more, ſay no more,” faid he : 
© you deferve a much larger proviſion, and 
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l | | «it is a pity Adeline ſhould want thoſe ac- 
['1 © compliſhments befitting her birth, and 
i * the rank 1 hope yet to ſee her raiſed 
| 9 | 


Adeline, ſaid I, thank your uncle 
for his extraordinary kindneſs to us.” 
14 The dear girl roſe. He ſtarted up to 

prevent her: and catching her in his arms, 
embraced her with great warmth, calling 
her at the ſame time his deareſt child. 
Upon inquiring into the ſtate of her im- 
provements, and hearing that her poor father 


Rt pared no — or pains in her edu- 
>. cation, 
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cation, he begged to hear her performances 
on the harpſichord. He commended her 
playing very much, and ran into raptures 
with her voice; but having a very fine ear 
and a good judgment, which was improv- 

ed by his long reſidence abroad, he ob- 

ſer ved that ſhe was not quite perfect; but 

as the attendance of proper maſters would 
be very expenſive, and more than I could 
| afford, he inſiſted upon ſending inſtructors 

to her who would make her compleat, and 
| hoped he might be permitted ſometimes ta 
| be a witneſs to the progreſs ſhe made. He 
was as good as his word, and Adeline 
anſwered his expectations. He was al- 
 £ ways at our houſe; and declared he could 
: call no place his home ſo much as our re- 
ſidence, becauſe he then thought himſelf 
l always with his family. His carriage was 
always at our ſervice: and his frequent 
preſents to us of many coſtly things amply 
recompenſed the expence his viſits occaſion- 
ed. Our gratitude, and the opinion that he 
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was our beſt friend, ever made us meek 
kim with a welcome: and he declared he 
was not ſo happy any where as with us. 
He eſcorted us to every place of public 
amuſement,” when decency permitted me 
to appear abroad: and his taking ſuch no- 
tice of us gained us reſpect in the eye of 
the world, which is ever taken by out- 
ward ſhews. But this great friendſhip 
proceeded from another cauſe, and a moſt 
deteſtable one. This wretched man had 
conceived a criminal paſſion for his own 
niece,” and he was conſumed with the in- 
ceſtuous fire which his impure deſire had 
kindled in his boſom. Prejudiced in his 
favour from the many acts of generoſity 
he exerted towards me, I could not enter- 
tain ſo bad an opinion of him. I was 
blind to the effects of his paſſion : and 
thoſe embraces which he ſo frequently be- 
ſtowed upon Adeline, I fooliſhly attribut- 
ed to the natural affection he had for her, 
From the frequent appearance of Adeline 
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in public, a gentleman of large fortune 
and elevated rank was pleaſed with her; 
and inquiring concerning her, was ſo well 
ſatisfied with the character ſhe bore, that 
he waited on me one morning, and deſired 
to ſpeak to me in private. He informed 
me of the cauſe of his viſit, and of the ho- 
nourable paſſion, he had conceived for my 
daughter; that he ſhould. think himſelf 
extremely happy in being permitted to pay 
his addreſſes to her, and prevail on her to 
become his wife. e proceeded to inform 
me of his circumſtances, and mentioned 
a very liberal ſettlement which he propoſ- 
ed to make on her; deſired I might make 
inquiries into his character, and he hoped 
that he ſhould not be found unworthy of 
the honour of being allied to me. I thank- | 
ed him for his polite and generous offer, to 
which J had nothing to object on my part, 
except Adeline's extreme youth; but that 
Lord G, her uncle and her beſt fi iend, 
would expect to be conſulted on a matter 
H 6 e 
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of ſo great importance to his'niece's wel. 
fare, and therefore begged leave to poſt- 
pone giving him a definitive anſwer till I 
had informed him of the honour intended 
my daughter. He was very well ſatisfied, 
and took his leave. When Lord G 
came the next day, I informed him of 
what had paſſed: and muſt own then, 

though I did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& the 
cauſe of it, that I was much ſurpriſed at 
the concern he ſhewed in his countenance 
when I told him of this affair : his colour 
changed ſeveral times, and he appeared 
extremely uneaſy. I could not avoid tak- 
ing notice of it to him: and aſked if he 
knew any thing of the perſon, as he ſeem- 
ed ſo greatly affected at this propoſal. He 
denied that circumſtance ; but confeſſed, 

that in the diſpoſal of bis niece, great 
care ought to be taken, and that he would 
make the proper inquiries after the perſon 
who aſpired to be her huſband, and let 


me know his character as ſoon as F 
_ © I was 
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I was very well ſatisfied with this; and in 
two days after he brought me word, that 
he was à rake and a gameſter, and à very 
unfit match for Adeline: upon which 1 
ſent him a letter, declining, in the moſt 
civil manner I could, his offer, attributing 
the refuſal to Adeline's youth, and her 
averſion to OY into the — 
fate. /- 

It was the uſual ion of Lord Gli: 
to take us out in a morning in his car- 
riage for the aw. He called one morning: 
but I was indiſpoſed and would not go, 
but Adeline might if ſhe pleaſed. She 
refuſed under pretence of ſtaying at home 
to keep me company. I repreſented that 
it would be wrong to let her uncle go 
alone, and forced her out. I obſerved ſhe 
was much altered on her return home, and 
that ſomething had happened to give her 
uneaſineſs. As nothing was dearer to me 
than the welfare of my ſweet child, I was 
alarmed, and demanded of her if ſhe was 
well, 
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well. To which ſhe replied ſhe was. It 
then came into my head that her uncle 
nad told her of the gentleman, who pro- 
poſed for her, and he being her firſt lover, 
ſhe was angry at not having been inform- 
ed of this circumſtance: for not approv- 
ing of him myſelf, I thought it beſt not 
to tell her any thing of the matter: full 
of this ſuppoſition, 1 ſpoke and acted ac- 
1 5 

Well, Adeline, do not be analy; you 
* ſhall have more lovers.“ 

I have too many alteddy;? n the; 
abi burſt into tears. 

My ſurpriſe and concern cannot be 0 
ſcribed. Her words concealed a myſtery, 
and her tears befpoke her diſtreſs, I in- 
treated her to explain herſelf ro me: but 
-ſhe remained ſilent, nor could I prevail on 
Her to tell me the cauſe of her uneaſineſs 
for a long time. At laſt, ſhe informed 
-me that ſhe had for ſome time taken offence 
at the fondneſs her uncle had ſhewn for 
* her, 
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her, and had ſhuned his embraces, as ſhe 
was no longer a child, conceiving them 
improper, and unb:coming familiarities; 
that it was much againſt her inclination 
ſhe went out with him that morning, for 
he had openly avowed his; love for her; 
and tempted her to gratify it by the moſk 
liberal promiſes ; that he had taken greater 
liberties with her than ever, and ſhe be- 
ſought me not to let her ſee him any more, 
My blood froze with horror at this ac- 
count, and J told her ſhe ſhould never be- 
hold an object ſo diſagreeable to her as 
her uncle muſt certainly be; at the ſame 
time I explained to her what had paſſed 
between us concerning the gentleman who 
had propoſed for her; and concluded with 
ſaying, that I imagined Lord G had 
impoſed upon me in his repreſentations of 
his character, and that I would, if ſhe pleaſ- 
ed, recall him again. She aſſured me no- 
thing was more contrary to her inclina- 
tions; and begged ſhe might be permitted 
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to remain with me. 1 did not encreaſe the 
poor child's apprehenſions, by communi- 
cating my own fears of the uncle's power, 
We both kept our chamber the next day ; 
and when he called were denied to him, as 
being ill and unable to ſee company. He 
promiſed to wait on us the next day, and 
in the mean time I determined how to act. 
So little was this bad man affected with 
his crimes, that he appeared before me 
quite unconcerned, complimented me on 
my recovery, telling me he was glad to 
fee me down ſtairs again; nd . 
after Adeline. 

_ - © She is indiſpoſed, my Lord, an can- 

© not be ſeen.” 

Proper advice ſhould be had for her.“ 

She will get well in a few days. 

© It is a pity ſhe ſhould ſuffer any ill, 
faid he. 

1 made no anſwer, and ſaw that he 
wanted to find out from me, whether Ade- 
line had told me any thing that had paſſed. 
” This 
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This manner of acting puzzled him; he 
grew very uneaſy, walked about the room, 
then ſat down, ſeemed as if he had a 
mind to ſpeak at one time, and then check'd 
himſelf, and held his tongue. His whole 
behaviour clearly ſhewed the perturba- 
tion of his mind. 

© It is a great pity any thing ſhould ail 
her,“ ſaid he, repeating his words with a 
figh: I am as fond of her as her father 
could be. 

This ſpeech threw me off my guard, 
and I found my patience at an end. 5 

Les, ſaid I, tauntingly, but it is with 
another kind of affection.“ 

He ſtarted, and ſtopped ſhort in the 
middle of the room. He looked at me 
for ſome time before he ſpoke, and a vas» 
riety of emotions were expreſſed in his 
countenance. At length the violence of 
his unnatural paſſion put ſhame, honour, 
and religion to flight, and he avowed his 
ove for my daughter: yes, Mr. Harper, 
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he had the aſſurance to declare his criminal 
flame for his brother's child to her mo- 
ther: nay more, he had the villainy to 
think I might be tempted to conſent to 
the gratification of it, by his dazzling 
offers. The acrimony of my anſwer to 
him, deprived him of all hopes, and fhew- 
ed him the ſenſe 1 entertained of him. [I 
upbraided him with the folly and baſeneſs 
of his attempt. He was not to be affected 
with any thing I laid to him. He denied 
any guilt in his conduct, and was ſo far 
from feeling any compunction, that he 
openly threatned to leave no ſtone nnturr'd 
to effect his deſign; and then reproached 
me with my ingratitude to him aiter the 


many favours he had conferred upon me. 


My reply to him was of the moſt provoking 
nature; words roſe very high between us, 
and he ſwore to be revenged of me, as he 
ruſhed out of the houſe in a rage not to be 
deſcribed. My anger and abhorrence of 
his guilt, which ſupported my ſpirits in his 
* : Pre- 
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preſence, forſook me when he left me. 
My affeftion for my daughter overcame 
every other confideration : and my fears 
tor her ſafety, from the knowledge of her 
uncle's power, gave me the moſt dreadful 
uneaſinefs. I ran up ſtairs to the chamber 
where the trembling child remained, in a 
ſtate of the utmoſt anxiety, waiting my re- 
turn to know the iſſue of the conference 
between her perſecutor and me. I threw 
myſelf on her neck, and by my tears gave 
a vent to my burſting heart. Adeline 
ſympathized with me, for ſhe felt my ſor- 
rows. I found ſufficient ſpeech at length 
to acquaint her with what had paſſed. We 
conſulted what was to be done, and found 
no other means of diſappointing either his 
revenge, or his guilty paſſien, than by 
eſcaping from his power. Ve put the 
molt ſpeedy methods of doing it in execu- 
tion. An old faithful domeſtic of my 
late huſband's, a native of this country, on 
whoſe fidelity we had the greateſt reliance; 
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was employed to look for ſome ſafe retreat 
for us, and pitched upon the houſe we have 
Juſt quitted. A perſon was found who 
took all my furniture off at once, except 
ſuch parts of it as I choſe to retain, which 
were but few. I thus got rid of my great- 
eſt concerns. The hour of our flight was 
fixed, and I again began to hope for ſe- 
curity. The evening previous to our de- 
parture, I wrote a letter to the miniſter of 
ſtate, by whoſe aſſiſtance the penſion was 
granted me, whom J had been acquainted 
with in Mr. Clarinton's lifetime; and 
after returning him my thanks for the 
trouble he had taken on my account, beg- 


ged leave to reſign the penſion again into 


his hands; hoped he would not be offended, 
hut 1 had particular reaſons for acting 
thus, which Lord G—— would inform 
him of, if he mould be deſirous of know- 
ing them. A gentleman whom I could 
depend on has undertaken. to receive and 


remit my jointure to me, and he alſo has 
placed 


2 
d 
d 
a8 
2d 


LoxDd STANTON, 165 
placed: Adeline's fortune at intereſt, Thus: 
were my affairs ſettled when 1 fled from 
the metropolis in the dead of the night. 
Yes, innocence and virtue were obliged to 
fly from powerful guilt, For near a year 
did we live in that houſe in which you ſaw 
us; in peace and tranquility we remained, 
till Mr. Ingram firſt diſturbed us. But 
his attempts I ſhould deſpiſe, had I not 
fear'd a more dreadful enemy. I imagined 
I faw a face that I recollected in. Lord 
G——s retinue ride by the houſe, a few 
days ago, who looked more narrowly and at- 
tentively at it than mere curioſity could 
warrant. This alarmed me, and awakened 
all my fears; for I had received intelligence 
from a friend in London, that Lord G—— 
has not given over the ſearch he made ſince 
dur eſcape. This circumſtance was not 
known to Adeline before this moment: 
and this was the cauſe why J ſo readily 
took your account of the houſe you have 
procured for us, and have thus thrown 

| myſelf 
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myſelf upon your protection; and now I 
believe you will think with me, that it 1s 
neceſſary to be lecret and retired, 


— 85 Ab, Madam, ſaid Adeline, as her mo- 
ther ended, why would you not tell me 
© of your ſuſpicions ? why would you not 
inform me of your fears, that I, who oc- 
© caſion you this trouble, may alſo partake 
of?“ 
I had rather ſuffer alone, 1 debe 
good lady, than give you any cauſe of 
« ſorrow, We ſhall eſcape from Jour un- 
© natural uncle's rage and revenge.” 
+ They can never reach you in the re- 
. win that I ſhall provide for you, 
© Madam,” ſaid I; * I will warrant your 
«* ſafety at the hazard of life, happy in 
having an opportunity of venturing it to 
aſſure the ſafety of thoſe who are dearer 
to me. 
I could go no farther: my voice failed 

me, nor could J ſpeak for ſome time after. 
p But 
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But the ſubje& was changed» I was ſenſi- 
ble that Mrs Clarinton muſt have thought 
kighly of me, by imparting the ſecrets of 
her family to me, and that by taking away 
Adeline's reſerve, we ſhould ſoon find op- 
portunities of knowing each other's ſen- 
Fments. The event proved it 

We arrived at the farm-houſe as hs 
* ſnut in, and they could form no 
idea of the country. They found every 
thing prepared for their reception, and were 
very well pleaſed at the cleanneſs of their 
apartment, and ſimplicity of their fare. 
I could not avoid impoſing on them a 
little, by hinting that they were not to ex- 
pect to ſee a much better houſe than they 
were then in. 

Any where that we can hide be 
Mr. Harper,” ſaid Mrs. Clarinton, © muſt 
be agreeable. A cottage that was inha- 
* bitable would exceed my ambition, if ſe- 
© curity dwelt with it.“ 


Thy 
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The next morning we propoſed to go 
to the houſe, but they were much ſurpriſed 
to ſee themſelves. in the neighbourhood of 
Mountains, whoſe tops were yet covered 
with ſnow. This gave them but an indif- 
ferent opinion of the place, and their new 
habitation, However, it was a moſt plea- 
ſant morning, and we ſet out to take poſ- 
ſeſſion; but they were obliged: to alight 
and walk when they came within a mile of 
the houſe. Here I had the happineſs of 
ſupporting the charming Adeline's ſteps, 
who was ſurpriſed at the romantic grandeur 
and wildneſs of the adjacent hills. Their 
countenances plainly ſhewed. that they 
doubted my information, and that they 
ſhould find themſelves very badly offi 
However, the fight of the trees in the bot- 
tom gave them ſome pleafure, and it was 
increaſed when they heard their ſituation 
was near them. But I cannot expreſs theit 
ſurpriſe when they found a neat and pretty 
hovie, furniſhed in a moſt commodious 
J manner, 
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manner, abounding with conveniencies; a 
garden laid out in the moſt elegant taſte, 
and kept in the niceſt order; the flowers 
of the ſpring riſing to welcome them, and 
the ſongs of birds adding to their delight. 
This was a little fairy land to them, and 
though Adeline was complaining of being 
weary: before ſhe arrived there, yet ſhe was 
not tired of running about that delightful 
place, or of praiſing it. Such an enter- 
tainment as the country could afford was 
prepared for them, and they declared them- 
ſelves, extremely happy in their ſituation : 
to have pleaſed my Adeline was a ſufficient 
reward for all I had done. Their ſervant 
arrived. the day after with their goods, and 
then 1 took my leave of them, not with- 
out receiving many invitations from them 
both, to renew my viſit as often as I could 
make it agreeable to myſelf. 

I I have already been tedious,” continued 
Harper, * and I will ſhorten my tale.” 


The lovely Adeline became acquainted 


Vol. II. I ſoon 
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ſoon after with my paſſion for her, which 
I was unable to conceal. She returned it 
with mutual ardour, I am the happieſt of 
mankind, and ſhe the faireſt, the moſt 
charming of ' her ſex. Every hour her 
\ beauties improve in my eye, and her men- 
tal perfections acquire freſh ſtrength every 
day. Convinced of her affection, I only 
endeayour-to make myſelf worthy of it; 
and am determined, if I can gain my fa- 
ther's conſent, to unite myſelf to her for 
life very ſoon. I have already ſounded him, 
but find him totally averſe to a match 
without fortune, and I queſtion whether 
he will think Adeline's a ſufficiency for his 
eldeſt ſon. 1 could content myſelf with my 
uncle's eſtate if Adeline was not con- 
cerned, but the hope of making her happy 
in the poſſeſſion of affluence, and placing 
her in a ſtation which ſhe will do honour 
to, influences my conduct, But though 
my father is averſe at preſent, I have great 
reaſon to think there may be ways of re- 

conciling 
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conciling him to it. However, till I am 
convinced there is a proper opportunity of 


breaking the matter to him, it ſhall remain 
a ſecret. \ 


This relation, and the converſation it 
introduced, ſhortened our way home. 
* To a man in love, nothing is ſo pleaſing 
eas that which correſponds with his own 
« ſentiments; for that reaſon I prevailed 
« on my friend to repeat all the tender - 
parts of his ſtory, and deſcribe the ma- 
* ny- rapturous interviews he had with 
Adeline, when their ſouls were diſſolved 
e in love and ſoftneſs, I anticipated the 
fame ſcenes of delight with Miſs Colſon, 
% and by this converſation with the ena- 
* moured Harper, became more in love 
„than ever. I admired the generoſity of 
his ſentiments, and envied his being able 
„ to ſhew the greatneſs of his affection, 
* when my narrow circumſtances, and the 
«* uncertainty of future expectations, de- 

"TM e barred 
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& barred me from doing any ſuch things. 
„When we arrived at his father's, he re- 
« lapſed into his former indifference, his 
% whole ſoul being engroſſed by the charm- 
e ing idea of Adeline. Our evening walks 
« were ever in the moſt retired places, 
4 where we talked of her; our whole con- 
« yerſation was love; his, exulting in the 
& beauty, the affection, the fidelity of 
« Adeline; «mine, in complaining of the 
e coldneſs, the ſeverity, and the beauty of 
„Nancy Colſon. My ſuit with her pro- 
« ceeded very ſlowly; however, ſhe was 
« not ſo averſe to it as ſhe firſt appeared to 
be, but I received very little encourage- 
% ment. Harper made ſeveral journeys to 
c his farm, under pretence of buſineſs, 
„ but his ſtay was ever very ſhort; and 


te conſtantly were the regards of the charm- 


„ ing family at Ganton, the name of their 
ec houſe, preſented to me. I prevailed on 
« my friend to let me pay them another 


« viſit before 1 left the country, and had 
| « the 
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the pleaſure of aſſuring them again how 
« much I was concerned in their welfare, 
« and intereſted in their happineſs. Cold 
« as my miſtreſs was, yet 1 had hopes 
« of winning her, and that is ever moſt 
e agreeable which coſts us moſt trouble. I 
« flattered myſelf with as much delight 
« with her, as my friend had with his 
« Adeline, My ſtudies recalled me to Ox- 
ford, but I could not obtain permiſſion 
from Miſs Colſon to write to her; all I 
* could perſuade her to ſay was, that ſhe 
* would not forget me; and as I had re- 
e ceived an invitation to ſpend the enſuing 
* vacation at Mr, Harper's, I ſhould ſoon 
&« ſee her again, and try to overcome her 
&« averſion to love. No alterations had 
* happened in my father's family, and, ex- 
« cept the additional uneaſineſs I felt from 
* my unreturn'd attachment to Miſs Col- 
* fon, I had nothing elſe to diſtreſs me. 
* I thought the hours would never expire 
that intervened; I reckoned them all, 

+ Ul * and 
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* and computed every day how much 
<* nearer I was to ſeeing her than the pre- 
* ceding. Nothing could exceed my anx- 
* 10us expectation, or my impatience, 
„ The only comfort I had was from my 
e coulin's letters, who frequently wrote to 
« me, and informed me that ſhe had not 


„ favoured any of her lovers more than 


% me. This ſtill revived my hopes. At 
* length the day came that gave me free- 


* dom to return to ſee her in whom my 


© happineſs was repoſed, I was received 
„by Harper's family with much hoſpita- 
« lty; my worthy friend, more particu- 
« Jarly was rejoiced at my viſiting him 
„again, for I was his only confident. My 
„ eagerneſs to ſee Miſs Colſon would not 
“ permit me to refrain a day from paying 
“my reſpects to her. She alſo ſeemed glad 
* to ſee me, and was more complacent than 
© ever. 1 propheſied the moſt favourable 
& conſequences from her behaviour, and 
e ſoon were my hopes gratified, by re- 

| « ceiving 
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&« ceiving from her the moſt pleaſing aſ- 
« ſurances of my having made an impreſ- 
6“ ſion on her heart. My aſſiduities and 
<« attention fanned the ſpark I had kindled 
e into a flame, and I met the moſt grate- 
« ful return to my paſſion. A woman's 
&« reſerve is like an eggſhell, when it is 
once broke through there is no repairing 
eit again; nor is it poſſible to prevent the 
te contents from running out. Miſs Col- 
* ſon made me ample amends for her 
former cruelty by her fondneſs, and ex- 
e traordinary affection for me. I was as 
happy now as any one could be, and I 
* egvied my friend neither his fortune or 
„his Adeline, to whom we paid two viſits 
in a ſhort time after I arrived in the 
* country. In the midſt of the raptures, 
« which the enjoyment of the pure de- 
lights of virtuous love ever occaſion in 
„ youthful hearts, I received a letter, for- 
* warded to me from Oxford by a friend, 
* which informed me that my father was 


14 dange- 


176 Tu HISTORY or 
% dangerouſly ill, and not expected to live; 
& that he deſired to ſee me, and I was re- 
& queſted, if I had any regard to my own 
„ intereſts, to make what expedition I 
% could up to town. This news was diſ- 
<« treſſing to me on many accounts. I loved 
and honoured my father, as much as I 
had reaſon to deteſt my unnatural and 
e partial mother. His loſs, who was my 
ce only dependance, was the deſtruction of 
« all my hopes, and even depriving me of 
e the means of ſupport. It was my duty 
« and my intereſt to obey the direction of 
e the' letter I had received; but then I 
e muſt quit Miſs Colſon, which gave me 
e much uneaſineſs on the other hand. 
& However, I conſidered this ſeparation 
% would be only for a ſhort time, and the 
ec means of inſuring me the poſſeſſion of her 
« loved; and therefore I was determined 
c“ to depart for London, with the ſtage 
c coach, which ſet out the next day but one 
after. I went as uſual to pay my com- 
„ pliments 
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ce pliments to my miſtreſs in the evening, 
and ſhe perceived that ſomething ex- 
* traordinary had affected me: her enqui- 
& ries ſoon reach'd the truth, and on my ac- 
« quainting her with the neceſſity for my 
“appearance in town, ſhe ſeemed very 
& uneaſy, I made freſh proteſtations to 
“her, renewed all my vows, and endea- 
“ youred, by every means in my power, 
© to convince her of my fidelity, and the 
„ unalterable paſſion I profeſſed for her. 

Ah, ſaid ſhe, © I have heard ſo much 
© of the ladies in town, that I have reaſon 
© to fear your change. The variety of 
© beauties you will meet there, will ſoon 
© put the remembrance of a poor ſimple 
country girl out of your head.” 

e My reply conſiſted only of promiſes 
of my ſincerity, and aſſurances of my 
love.“ 

<I am willing to believe you,“ replied 
ſhe; but my apprehenſions get the better 
* of my good opinion of your faith, and 

15 Il cannot 
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IJ cannot help wiſhing that you were ſe- 
* cured to me, as you have profeſſed lov- 
© ing me for life.? ; 

This hint ſurpriſed me, it was what 
* my moſt ſanguine hopes could not have 
<« aſpired to, for though it was entirely 
e correſpondent to my wiſhes, yet it was 
%a propoſal I dared not have made my- g 
„ ſelf, I ſnatched her to my boſom, and 4 
called her mine indeed, nay offered to 


* ſtay and marry her. This ſhe would . 
© not conſent to, as it would have a bad « 
appearance in the eye of the world, eſpe- f 
« cially as my father's ſituation was ſo 
critical. However, as her wiſh was on- < 
«ly to have me hers, ſhe would conſent < 
* that the ceremony ſhould be performed : 
„ privately if I could get any friend to 6 
do it. Though I had no acquaintance bs 
„ with any. body in the country, who would " 
* oblige me ſo far, yet 1 did not heſitate in 2 
« ſaying that 1 would contrive it; and 5 
« taking my leave of her, informed her 6« 


ce that 
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.* that ſhe ſhould have notice the next day. 
„To bring this about I had no other 
means than informing Harper of the 
* whole affair, and entreating his aſſiſt- 
* ance. He was extremely well pleaſed 
„% at the favourable iſſue of my affairs, 
< and promiſed to do every thing in his 
< power to help me. We went together 
to the curate of the pariſh where he 
de then lived, and ſounded him whether 
« he would willingly do him a ſervice. 
“The curate, who reſpected my friend, as 
his father had the right of preſentation to 
te the living, readily agreed to do any thing. 
The matter was opened to him, and the 
time when and place where was to 
be ſettled with Miſs Colſon, before I 
could ſet him right in more particulars, 
As I was obliged to go off early the next 
morning, fhe promiſed to meet at twelve 
that night in a ſtable adjoining to her 
e father's houſe. I waited with the ut- 
* moſt impatience for the hour that was 


| | ih 
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< to confirm me in the poſſeſſion of her 
hand and heart: it arrived at length. 
had taken my leave of Mr. Harper's 
family as I was to lie at an inn from 
_** whence the coach ſet out in the morning, 
< and as the hour approached, went to the 
appointed place with the clergyman, where 
«I found my bride. We plighted our 
« faith in the ſight of heaven: the worthy 
« eccleſiaſtic pronounced the nuptial bene- 
« diftion, and retired. I ſpent an hour 
« with my wife, who now releaſed from 
<« her former reſtraint profeſſed the great- 
« eſt affection for me; our parting was 
« not without tears on both ſides: at laſt, 
« conſidering that I had a good way to go 
&« before I reached my inn, and could poſ- 
« fibly take no reſt that night, having but 
« juſt time to ſecure the carriage, I tore 
« myſelf from her, and with mutual vows 
« of eternal conſtancy and love we ſepa- 
« rated. I purſued my journey, and ar- 
« rived in London without any accident. 
« ſent 


* 
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c ſent to my father's houſe, and had the 
« mortification and grief to find that I 
«<-was come too late to ſee him alive, and 
< only time enough to aſſiſt at his funeral. 
With ſome difficulty I found out the 
« woman that had nurſed me, and ſhe 
ce gave me but poor hopes of the provi- 
« fion my father had made for me; as ſhe 
<« feared he had been prevailed on, when 
“ diſpirited with his illneſs and weak, to 
make a will in favour of his younger 
„ ſon. This gave me very great uneaſi- 
cc neſs, and more particularly as I had a 
« wife, whom I loved, and upon whoſe 
* fortune I could not in honour lay my 
« entire dependance. That I might not 
e ſuffer by my own negligence I went to 
« my mother's houſe, and not being known 
«© to any of the ſervants was admitted, 
« My name was carried up to my mother, 
« whoſe rage and reſentment were kindled 
& anew at the ſound: and ſeverely repri- 
& manding the ſervant, (as he informed 
me) 
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<-me) for letting me into the houſe, ſent 
e word to me that ſhe had no ſort of bu- 
& ſineſs with me, but if I wanted to know 
& what I had to depend on, to call upon 
« her attorney, whoſe addreſs ſhe gave 
„ me, and he would ſatisfy my curioſity: 
4 to him therefore 1 went, as I had no 
* other remedy. The proud ſon. of chi- 
„ canery, knowing my mother's averſion 
e to me, treated me with more contempt 
than I thought became him, and I was 
< obliged to tell him my opinion of him 
before he mended his manners. At laſt 
* he condeſcended to acquaint me that 
e my father had ſold his eſtate in his life- 
ce time, and that he had left me one thou- 
«ſand pounds. My ſurpriſe and indig- 
„nation rendered me ſpeechleſs, and it 
„was ſome time before I could recover 
« myſelf. 1 then plainly told him there 
« was ſome fraud in the matter, which 1 
<* was determined to find out if it colt me 
the whole legacy. He told me I might 
(e do 
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& do as I pleaſed, but that I had better 
ce not throw away any of the ſmall pit- 
ce tance which was left me; but if I choſe 
c to ſend any man of buſineſs to him, he 


“ would give him every ſatisfaction I could 


ce require. I thought that my readieſt 
« way: and having employed an attorney, 
« he informed me that he had looked 
ver all the affairs and papers, and 
though he could not find any thing ex- 
<« ceptionable in the deeds, yet he had the 
<« greateſt room to ſuppoſe that ſome arti- 
&« fices had been made uſe. of to prevail 
on my father to ſell his eſtate, and leave 
eme a legacy ſo extremely diſproportio- 
% nate: he added, like an honeſt man, 
* that 1t would be contrary to his advice 
« if J attempted to litigate the will, which 
* would only lead me into expences with- 
<« out a probability of doing myſelf any 
« ſervice. I thanked him for his friend- 
e ſhip which I was determined to make 


« the right uſe of, and deſired to Know . 


66 when 
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« when even that legacy would be paid 
© me. He told me he was informed that 
&« I was to be kept out of it as long as 
“ poſſible, the law allowing them a year 
cc and a day under pretence that my fa- 
< ther died in debt, and that they could 
tc not pay any legacies till they had a true 
« ſtate of his affairs. His information 
© made me perceive plainly that my mo- 
&« ther was determined to ruin me if ſhe 
« could; and to tell the truth, ſhe com- 
te pletely effected it. I had been detained 
& now above three weeks in town, and my 
« buſineſs required my preſence at Oxford. 
“ During this abſence from my wife, I had 
4 written ſeveral letters to her, and ſhe had 
& returned me but one ſhort anſwer, im- 
« plying want of time to write more. This 
% added to my late diſappointment, gave 
© me very great trouble. I ſat down, and 
«in a very pathetic manner lamented the 
“long abſence I was obliged to ſuffer ; aſ- 
& ſured her of the trouble it occaſioned 
« me, 
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© me, and informed her of the ſituation 
« of my affairs, which, though contrary to 
„my wiſhes and expectations, was not ir- 
“ remediable. I then told her, that I ſhould 
* take orders very ſoon, as my couſin 
« Harper had ſome good livings in his 
e oift, and had promiſed to take care of 
e me as ſoon as any of them fell vacant. 
© That though we could not aſpire to 
„wealth, yet we ſhould always have a gen- 
* tee] competence, and ſhould be poſſeſſed 
% of content and happineſs ariſing from 
mutual affection, which would amply 
* compenſate the want of other riches. I 
e informed her 1 was to ſet out the next 
day for the univerſity, as the term was 


begun, and my attendance abſolutely | 


« neceſſary : thither I defired her anſwer 
might be directed, which I expected, 


* and which would be the greateſt com- 


“fort I could receive. I waited a long 
time in hopes of receiving this anſwer. 
Her ſilence filled me with anxiety, with 

„horror. 
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« horror. I concluded ſhe was ill, una- 
« ble to write that our ſecret had been 
& betrayed, and ſhe was fallen under her 
« father's diſpleaſure. At one time I 
% thought ſhe was dead, and the reflection 
„ almoſt killed me. I was in the. moſt 
&« dreadful and. diſagreeable ſtate of un- 
<« certainty, and I could neither ſleep or 
* enjoy myſelf or any thing about me, 
In this uneaſy ſtate I wrote to my couſin, 
* and conjured him, .if he had any regard 
for me, to let me know what was be- 
* come of my wife, for that I was the 
% moſt wretched of mankind from the 
* circumſtance of not hearing from her. 
The next poſt put an end to my doubts 
“ and fears, though it was before I could 
expect an anſwer to my letter from my 
« friend, yet I found it was from him, 
* and was ſurprized to find the beginning 
of it contained reproaches and upbraid- 
6“ ings for having deceived him. Conſci- 
& ous of my own integrity, and the warmth 
| «of 
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* of my affection for him, I could not 
* conceive from whence he took occaſion 
© to accuſe me; I threw down his letter, 
and endeavoured to recollect whether 
*I had ever tranſgreſſed againſt my friend- 
« ſhip for him, or had broke through the 
* profeſſions of regard I had ſo frequent- 
ly made to him. My own heart acquit- 
e ted me of the charge, and I reſumed 
his letter, well ſatisfied that he muſt 
« be miſtaken, or that ſome body was en- 
* ceavouring to ſow diſſention between us. 


The latter part of the epiſtle ran thus: 


* While I paid a regard to your truth, 
© I communicated to you all my affairs, 
even the inmoſt ſecrets of my heart; but 
* what reliance can I have upon you, when 
you have ſlandered a young Lady whoſe 
character has been ever eſteemed in this 
* country, by declaring to me that you 
* were wedded to her, when the day be- 
fore yelterday ſhe was publickly married 

in 
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© in the face of the church to a young gen- 
© tleman of fortune and reputation in this 
* neighbourhood. I have enquired of my 
© friend. the parſon, and his anſwers are 
very myſterious. He ſeems much ſur- 
© priſed at this affair, and ſays he muſt now 
© rely upon your diſcretion, I cannot un- 
« derſtand his meaning. I know him to be 
© an honeſt man. 1 believe you to be one, 
© and ſhall depend on you to explain this 
£ affair to me. | 


„It was no eaſy matter for me to do, 
&* for 1 was ſo aſtoniſhed that I could ſcarce- 
„ly believe the circumſtance to be real, 
&« I treated it as an illuſion, and was ſome 
time before I. could look upon it in a 
& ſerious light. The next day a letter 
„came to me from the clergyman who 
* had privately married us. He confirm- 


ed my coulin's intelligence, and ac- 
&* quainted me with his great ſurpriſe at 
& hearing the news : entreated. me, as ſhe 
& was loſt to me, not to ruin him by pub- 

| « liſhing 


Lox. STANTON. 189 


cc liſhing the tranſactions between us, for 
4 as he had no fortune of his own, all 
<« his expectations from the bounty of an 
« old and whimſical relation, which was 
&« all his dependance, would be entirely 
<« defeated, if he ſhould be ſuſpended or 
% deprived of his gown, which he ſuppoſed 
* would be the conſequence of making 
this matter known. He added, and 
« with a great deal of reaſon, that I could 
not ſuppoſe a Lady had any great re- 
« oard for me, who would falſify her moſt 
„ folemn vows and wed another; that he 
„knew not, nor did deſire to enquire in- 
te to the cauſe of her alteration, but de- 
« pended on my generoſity, not to de- 
„ ſtroy all his hopes in the beginning of 
<« his life.” 

„The hint was ſufficient for me, and 
6c my reſolution was taken as ſoon as the 
“letter was read. To clear myſelf to my 
« friend I determined to incloſe this laſt 
« letter to him, which would be a ſuffi- 

« cient 
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« cient explanation of my conduct. But 
v how could I explain hers — indeed I 
<« could not at firſt account for it myſelf, 
ce but after ſome conſideration I hit upon 
& the right cauſe. I had been only a no- 
« minal huſband to her, poſſeſſed only of 
< the title without aſſuming any of the rights 
& of one. This did not ſuit her conſtitu- 
„ tion, and I ought to have known it. 
« My paſſion was founded upon the baſis 
« of virtue and honour : I loved Miſs Col- 
« fon with the pureſt affection, and to 
““ have her my wife was the extent of my 
« wiſhes. The imperfect and untimely 
ceremony which I thought ſufficient to 
« bind her mine, was void without the 
© more material part; but my regard for 
ce her only made me reſpect her ſo much as 
« to abſtain from thoſe joys that my ſoul 
« longed for. If any accident ſhould ſe- 
« parate us in caſe of my death, or in ma- 
« ny other circumſtances, her character 
& muſt have ſuffered the ſtain of infamy, 

* and 
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c and the iſſue of our honourable loves, 
« would have been accounted baſe born, 
« And even if our prior marriage had 
* been revealed, it would not have pre- 
« vented the cenſure of the world, I ex- 
ce pected to have been ſoon able to have 
made her my wife publickly, and till 
* then thought her ſecure in the voluntary 
« yows ſhe had made to me: but my eyes 
<« were at laſt opened, and I found that a 
« woman's regard to honour or morality 
« 1s very weak when her paſſions inter- 
« yene. 1 | 
© In the firſt tranſports of my rage at 
« her infidelity after the receipt of my 
e couſin's letter, I determined to go down 
« to her houſe, unveil the whole myſtery, 
and let her huſband know what a wife 
« he had gotten : this would have been 
e an inadequate revenge for the trouble 
« ſhe had occaſioned me, but it would 
« have gratified my reſentment in ſome 
« meaſure, At another time I was reſolv- 


«ed 
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cc ed to take ſatisfaction of her huſband, 
« and wreak my vengeance on him. In 
< yarious ways my anger ſought for re- 
c yenge; but the letter from the curate 
< made me drop them all. I would not 
c ruin a worthy man who had taken a ſtep 
< to ſerve me, that if known would hurt 
<« him, for the ſake of a worthleſs woman 
« whom I had the greateſt reaſon to hate 
<« and deſpiſe : upon his account therefore 
J was reſolved to keep it ſecret, only 
« letting my couſin know the truth of the 
„ matter. When my rage ſubſided- a lie- 
< tle, I ſtill found myſelf weak enough 
c to think of the woman who had deceiv- 
« ed me, with tendernefs. - I was aſhamed 
« of myſelf—1 applied to my books to 
„ enable me to forget her: in vain, her 
e remembrance {till thwarted me, her 
« idea was uppermoſt in my thoughts, 
& and all my endeavours to baniſh it were 
c jneffectual. In this ſtate I was when 
« Harper informed me that he had made 
4 his 
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« his father acquainted with his paſſion for 
„Adeline, and that he had conlented ta 
e their union; a circumſtance, however, 
* that gave him the more pleaſure, as it 
« was unexpected, and which was chiefly 
% occaſioned by Adeline's being related to 
© Lord G „who was one of the moſt 
te zealous of his party, He preſſed me 
« with great earneſtneſs to aſſiſt at his nup- 
&« tials, and as a farther - inducement to 
“prevail on me, added, that both Adeline 
and her mother had deſired to fee me. 
Though I had the molt perfect regard 

« for this whole family, and although they 
« were poſſeſſed of my friendſhip, yet 1 
could not go into that country again 
« where I had ſo lately endured ſo diſagree- 
able a diſappointment; nor was I ſuffi- 
* ciently cured to behold, without emotion, 
* the places where I had ſeen the woman 
* who had deceived me, and which would 


renew too forcibly the remembrance of 


her. I therefore declined his invitation, 
Vol. II. K « and 
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< and aſſigned ſuch reaſons for my refuſal, N 
« as I knew he would not be offended 
« with, 

« There was now an att void left in 
my boſom, and how to fill it I knew not. 
„The recollection of paſt pleaſures till | 
<« recurred to me, and ſtill I was unhappy. 
« Among my acquaintance was a young i} « b 
« man, of the name of Dalton ; his father & 
« was a man of fortune, who nevertheleſs ce f 
« found it deficient to ſupply the demands * a 
&« of his extravagant ſon, for, with a taſte h 
« for expence, he gratified every paſſion, * p 
« having no notions of denying himſelf * g 
« any thing he choſe; quite indifferent in g 
« what manner the means to do it with cet] 
« were acquired. His health had been F « þ 
greatly impaired by his irregularities, and * fi 
« his conſtitution almoſt broken. He had }} « « 
e very good parts, he poſſeſſed great « 1} 
« quickneſs, and his talents were rather 1 41 
« ſhining than uſeful or ſolid : of a moſt F « ti. 
« ſpeczous manner and behaviour; you 4 jt 

« would 
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ee would imagine him to have the moſt un- 
“ bounded generoſity. His diſcourſe was 
« always of the ſublimer virtues that en- 
* noble the human compoſition, and his 
% honour was never impeached. As he 
« was extremely good-natured and oblig- 
e ing, the imbecillity of his body, and the 
„bad ſtate of health that he was in, ex- 
cited pity in his friends. I was among 
„ them. He had taken a hking to me, 
% and though my application to my ſtudies 
“had heretofore prevented my being in his 
<« parties, yet I was glad now to find him 
out, and join the jovial ſociety that were 
generally about him. He looked upon 
this as a great acquiſition, and as I was not 
e poſſeſſed by the ſpirit of idleneſs and diſ- 
e fipation, he looked upon it as making a 
convert of me. I was ſoon initiated into 
« the myſteries of their nocturnal rites, 
e and as it was a ſcene of mirth, and ſome- 
e times wit, before we became too noiſy, 
it was often pleaſing; at leaſt their co n- 
K 2 e pany 
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«* pany ſerved to baniſh more diſagreeable 


thoughts, and the novelty and variety at- 
forded me entertainment. Dalton's ex- 
< ceſſes reduced his health every day. It 


« was judged neceſſary that he ſhould go 


% abroad. He informed me of this cir- 
„ cumſtance, and afked me one day if 1 
« would go along with him. I acknow- 
„ ledged I ſhould like the jaunt very well, 
but objected to the expence of it, He 


told me that ſhould be made very eaſy, 


« Upon that condition I engaged to accom- 
% pany him, but ſtill it was attended with 
more .expence to me than I could well 
« bear: but I did not conſider that then. We 
« ſtaid upwards of ſix months abroad, but 
« Dalton returned worſe then ever. As he 
had no other delights than in ſociety, 
« he always found means to aſſemble ſome 
„Jolly fellows about him; for temperance 
« and abſtinence were intolerable to him. 
* The conſequence was, that his infirmities 
« increaſed. 

«© Before 
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gefore we arrived in England again, 

6 found that he did not treat me with 
* all that civility I had a right to- expect 
from him, as I was not dependent on 
* him. He was one of thoſe, who ad- 
« mire new faces, and to whom a man 1s 
* diſagreeable when he has known him 
© ſix months, and eſpecially if at all inti- 
mate. I had great reaſon to be chagrin- 
« ed at his behaviour: but conſidering it 
* as proceeding from his bodily infirmi- 
ties, which might render his temper 
e peeviſh and changeable, I forbore taking 
notice of his caprices, and we ſtill con- 
e tinued on the ſame footing of intimacy, 
& The patience and good-nature which 
« ſuffered the abſurdities of his conduct 
* unmoved, appeared very proper tools 
for exerciling his wit upon, or rather 
his villainy. Soon after we came home, 
he and I had ſeparated, and going to 
* viſit him one day I found his counte- 


e nance very much changed; a gloom and 
K 3 « dejection 
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« dejection darkened all his features. |] 
could not help inquiring the cauſe of 
his ſadneſs.” 

Ah, ſaid he, I am undone : my fa- 
ther is ſo much offended at my extrava- 
«* gance, and the great ſums of money 
J have ſpent abroad, that he threatens 
me with his utter diſpleaſure, and to diſ- 
* inherit me, at leaſt leave every thing 
* from me that he can, which will be very 
* confiderable. What to do I know not. 

$T am truly ſorry for it, Dalton, re- 
plied I : © my circumſtances are ſuch that 
* I am not able to aſſiſt you, nor will they 
© enable me theſe three months. I would 
© at any time willingly ſerve you, but more 
© eſpecially in this affair, as I cannot help 
looking on myſelf as partly concerned in 
it, as your friendſhip to me augmented 
your expence.“ 

* Ah, that I ſhould not mind,“ return- 
ed he: © my regard for you is ſuch, that 
nothing of that nature ſhould be talked 

* of 
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of between us; nor ſhould it now, but 
* my father, who is extremely cloſe and 
* penurious, has heard by ſome means or 
another, that I took you abroad with 
© me, and ſupported you at a very great ex- 
* pence; this increaſes his indignation : 
and as this matter is but too true, I can- 
not find any apology or excuſe to make 
to him: in ſhort, he has ſuch an opi- 
nion of my prodigality, that he will 
take care after his death that I ſhall 
* have very little to live upon, much leſs 
© to ſpend; beſides that, he will curtail 
© his preſent allowance to me; and I, whom 
© want of health and ſpirits render weak 
© and infirm, require many things that L 
+ ſhall. not be able to procure for my ſelf. 
© I ſhall ſtarve—I ſhall periſh for want of 
© neceſſaries.” | 

* This addreſs ſtung me to the heart, 
« eſpecially as I conceived myſelf acceſſa- 
& ry to the crime for which his father was 
„going to puniſh him. I knew alſo that 

K 4 <« his 


— — 
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« his delicacy would not, or could not put 
up with what would ſerve any body elſe. 
« His ſituation excited my pity : I for- 
got every cauſe of reſentment that I had 
« formerly conceived againſt him, and 
„looked upon him in my own melancho- 
ly ſtate, miſerable in the loſs of a father 
« who dearly loved me. I lamented to 
« him the inability of my preſent circum- 
&« ſtances in the moſt pathetic manner, and 
« aſked him if he could point out any me- 
« thod in which I could be ſerviceable to 
« him, or the means of deprecating his fa- 
« ther's anger. He conſidered ſome time, 
There is a means,” ſaid he, if you 
would but oblige me in doing it, and 
* have ſuch a dependance upon me as 


* to ſuppoſe I will not turn your kindneſs 


to a wrong ule.” | | 

Name it! name it! and you ſhall ſee 
* how readily I will do any thing to ſerve 
you.“ 


9 
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* © If you would give me your note for a 
© ſum of money, I could ſhow it to my 
© father, and tell him that you accompa- 
* nied me, and having fallen ſhort of mo- 
©* ney that I advanced you ſo much, and 
© that he will conſequently ſee I am not ſo 
© bad as he thinks me; and at the ſame 
time he will perceive I do not attempt to 
* diſguiſe the truth to him. When his 
paſſion is a little over, and matters 
© reſtored to their old footing, I will re- 
© turn your note, and you will have the 
© pleaſure of knowing that you have re- 
I ſtored my affairs by your kindneſs.” 

Make no apology: I will do it in- 
«* ſtantly. What ſum? 
© Two hundred pounds.” 

The ſound of ſo large a ſum ſtartled 
“ me, and | pauſed. My good genius at 
„that moment whiſpered ſome ſuggeſtions 
« that foul play might be offered me.” 

If you doubt me,“ ſaid Dalton, with 
an air of chagrin, do not do it. There 


K 5 1g 
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is not another man on earth I would be 
* ſo much obliged to.? 

This baniſhed every ſuſpicion ; and I 
« pave him my note, payable in three 
% months, for two hundred pounds. 

„This will do! ſaid he; receiving, and 
reading it with much ſatisfaction. Some 
* opportunity will ſoon open, when I ſhall 
be able to return your friendſhip, and re- 
pay your kindneſs; but you may depend 
upon it this ſhall be given back into your 
hands, with many thanks, in a ſhort time.” 

] aſſured him I was perfectly eaſy on 
A that ſcore, as I had the moſt perfect and 
abſolute dependance on his honour. We 
 * ſpent the day together: and his trouble 
« was loſt in the company of his friends, 
« who did not fail to viſit him. So great 
« was my reliance upon his integrity and 
.< honeſty, that I gave myſelf no man- 
ener of concern about the note, but, on 
*.the contrary, thought myſelf extremely 
happy in having an opportunity of ſerv- 
6c ing 
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ing ſo good a friend. As the treatment 
tf had, received from my wife had pre- 
* yented me from ſettling i in that part of 
6c the world where. ſhe was, 1 had given up 
N. all thoughts of profiting by my couſin's 
Ge offers of providing for me in the church, 
« and determined upon ſome other: my 
* inclination led me to that of phyſic, and 
I began to prepare myſelf for applying to 
<« 1t with the greateſt diligence. I had laid 
* down a plan for continuing in the Uni- 
3 verſity, and proſecuting my deſigns in 
“ ſuch a manner as would have been 
«equally profitable and improving. While 
«1 was thus forming the purſuits of 
my future life, the year expired, and I 
„ went to London to receive the legacy 
« that was left me, my now ſole depen- 
dance, the purchaſe of my patrimony 
« and my right. I made myſelf as con- 
&« tented as I could, and reſolved, by fru- 
« oality and induſtry, to improve my talent. 
The attorney whom I had before em- 
K6 « ployed 
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« ployed alſo tranſacted this buſineſs for 


eme, and I received one thouſand pounds, 
« However, it was not all my own, for 
«not having been careful enough to ſave 
any thing out of my father's allowance, 
« which was very liberal, when deprived 
of it I was obliged to run in debt. The 
* ſum that would clear me, I had laid by, 
and was contriving how to turn the reſt 
* to the beſt account, for I had no friend 
* whoſe advice I could depend upon. I 
« was turned looſe upon the world's great 
„common, let me thrive as I could, 
« W hat little experience I had gained was 
ct to direct me; and if that would not do, 
there was nobody to apply to. However, 
* was ſoon eaſed of the trouble of thinking 


« what to do with my money. The Italians 


have a proverb,“ Non é fiero nemico, chi 
non ſa far amico. He is no dangerous 
enemy who cannot pretend to be a friend. 
and I was doomed to prove the truth of 
it. It was a matter of ſurpriſe to me 
N 7 « when 
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& when the maid of the houſe where I 
„ Jodged, told me a gentleman” wanted 16 
« ſpeak to me. Being a ſtranger in town, 
« ] could not conceive who could have 
« buſineſs with me; but nevertheleſs, de- 
& fired the perſon, whoever he was, "might 
be ſent up ſtairs. A well. looking man 
came up to my chamber, and 1 Fcinditiel 
&© if he had any buſineſs with me. 
©: Fes, Tir, 1 have Mr. Dalton ſent i me 
© to you. 
Oh pray Brüden I hope he is well; 
] have not ſeen him this long time.?“ > 
Tes, Sir, he is very well: he deſtred 
me to call on you for this note of two 
hundred pounds, which is now due.” 
Demand payment of my note! there 
© muſt be ſome extraordinary miſtake in 
this matter. It is an affair between us 
that muſt not be made public, or I would 
inform you of the whole tranſaction: 
* but when I can ſee him I ſhall be able to 
clear it up. Where is he, pray ?? 


« Oh 


: - 
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On that does not ſignify where, he is. 
. He told me as how. you would be making 
. excuſes; but I muſt have the money.“ 
I T ſhall not pay you till I ſee him.” 

_ * You. muſt indeed, friend, or go to jail, 
* I have ggt. the note,, ang. a Writ. | I am 
© a ſheriff's officer, and muſt have the mo- 
. * ney,. or your body... You had. better not 
* make any noiſe, for I have two men be- 


low ready at a call if you offer the ſlighteſt 


© refiſtance;. therefore you had better not 
*-expoſe . yourſelf, Sir, but accompany. me 
© quietly,” 


His advice was too a to. be re- 
« jected. I went with him to his houſe, 
4 and then ſent for my friend the attorney, 
4 to whom I related the caſe, Such frauds 
« were not ſtrange to him: but before he 
« gave me any advice, he went to the per- 
„ ſon whom Dalton had employed, and 
& talked the matter over with him. On 
« his return, he told me that though I had 
* bern cheated, I had no ſort of remedy; 
„for 


— © 
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* for they had formed ſuch a ſtory, and 
« had fuch proofs that he had advanced 
money for my uſe. abroad, that they 
« would certainly. eſtabliſh their demands 
6 « againſt me, and a. conteſt would only 
e put more money out of my pocket, and 
that without any probability, of | ſucceſs. 
« However grievous it was to me to- ſub- 
mit to ſuch an impoſition, I could not 
« help it, and I had only to blame my own 
+ credulity for it; the money: was there- 
« fore paid, and. all the reſt of, my, credi- 
tors diſcharged, left they ſhould ſerve 
me the ſame trick, By this time I was 
maſter of very little more than five hun- 
<« dred pounds. All the plans and ſchemes 
© that I had laid down for my future 
conduct, were now rendered abortive ; 
« I had no proſpe& before me that gave 
eme any pleaſure, nor could I purſue 
« any road that would lead to my advan- 
„ tage. The world was all before me, but 
„Providence was not my guide. From 
a that 
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« that hour my evil genius took poſſeſſion 
« of me, and the reſt of my life, till within 
« thelaſt twenty years, was acontinued ſcene 
« of calamity, misfortune, and diſappoint- 
ment. 1 was ſo long diffident what 
* courſe to-purſue, or what kind of life to 
< betake me to, that I ſpent a good deal 
« of money in determining. A town life 
« js productive of great expences, from 
* the variety of pleaſures; and though 1 
did not indulge myſelf in the exceſs of 
* them, yet my cloaths and my other diſ- 
e burſements, required a greater ſum than 
< mime was to ſupport them. In fre- 
* quenting the coffee-houſes, I got ac- 
4 quainted with a man, who inſinuated 
4% himſelf into my good graces, by always 
« paying a particular attention to every 
« thing I ſaid, and ſeeking my company. 
„This kind of flattery was extremely 
« agreeable to me, and 1 could not be fo 
ill natured as to refuſe my ſociety to a 


man who was ſo induſtrious to acquire it. 
« We 
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« We became extremely intimate; and upon 
the ſtrength of our friendſhip he bor- 
* rowed money from me, informing me 
« at the ſame time that he was an author, 
„and acquired a genteel ſubſiſtence by it; 
* recommending it to me not to let my 
« extraordinary talents lie idle; aſſuring 
* me, that men of much inferior abilitics 
« lived very well by the produce of their 
brain. This was letting me into a ſe- 
5 cret that 1 was ignorant of before: and 
upon my telling him I ſhould be glad to 
& have an opportunity of doing ſomething 
dein that way, he promiſed to introduce 
eme to his bookſeller. We went together 
* to him the next morning, and as I had a 
“ poetical talent, we talked about a trans- 
& lation, which he wiſhed to be concerned 
in; and having mentioned ſome terms, 
„ he told me he could make me none, till 
© he ſaw a ſpecimen of my abilities. I 
went home, and in a ſhort time produced 


* a ſheet of the intended work. It was 
« liked 
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„liked by the bookſeller, who told me he 
« was to ſhew it to ſome of his friends for 
„their approbation, and then he would 
agree with me. It happened to pleaſe 
them, and we made an agreement about 
it. I thought it was a very good one, 
and ſet about my taſk with great alacrity. 
Upon the ſtrength of this work, and my 
&« future ſucceſs in the literary world, my 
& friend the author, to ſhew his friendſhip 
for me, borrowed more money of me; 
and I could not well refuſe to lend him, 
4 who had opened to me the road that led 
to fame and profit. With all thoſe 
6“ golden dreams that the frantick inhabi- 
e tants of the regions of the Muſes poſſeſs, 
J endured confinement, nor did.] ſpare 
F< labour to compleat my work. At the 
end of five months I had. nearly finiſhed 
„ it, and I burned with deſire to ſee it 
in print, not doubting but. my vanity 
* would be ſatiated with praiſe due to my 
* merit, and my labours rewarded by the 

& generoſity 
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« generoſity of the public. I flattered 
< myſelf that the reputation I ſhould ac- 
e quire by this publication would make the 
„ bookſcller deſirous of engaging with me, 
and that I ſhould find a patron among 
« ſome of our nobility who were fond of 
* the Muſes. I had writ very hard all 
« day, and being deſirous of refreſhing 
* myſclf a little aiter my fatigue, went 
* to our uſual place of rendezvous, in 
“hopes of meeting my friend the author, 
and ſpending an hour with him, I had 
e need of relaxation, and indulged my- 
« ſelf in a chearful glaſs. Our mutual la- 
« bours, and our expected rewards for 
them, were the chief ſubjects of our con- 
verſation. The idea of our reſpective 
<« merits filled our heads, and we forgot 
how the time pafſed. As. the coffee- 
* houſe was a great diſtance from my 
« lodging, the watchman was crying One 
„ as I approached that quarter of the 
* town; but ſeeing a great number of 


(e people 
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c people out at that late hour, I aſked him 
* the canfe of it. He replied they had 
© been aſſiſting in extinguiſhing a fire in 
<« fach a ſtreet, naming that in which J 


e lived, My heart failed me inſtantly, and. 


« | preſaged my misfortune, Without 


« ſtaying to aſk any particulars, I ran as. 


« faſt as my legs could carry me home- 
« wards, and there T perceived: my former 
« dwelling reduced to aſhes, and with it 
* my books, cloaths, linen, my money, my 
* manuſcript; nay, all my hopes were 
* conſumed with it. It is not eaſy to de- 
« ſcribe or conceive the variety of painful 
„ ſenſations I underwent at that moment. 
My torture was exquiſite : nevertheleſs, 
< it was but a prelude to my future ſuffer- 
* ings. I ſtood in a torpid ſtate of inſen- 
e ſibility: ſtupid at my misfortunes, look- 
ing at the ſcene of deſolation before me 
«with ſilent horror. The fire was extin- 
guiſhed, and the people began to diſperſe: 

* bow 1 0 immovrably rooted on the 


5 ſpot 
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6 ſpot where the greater part of my for- 
* tune lay buried. How long I ſhould. 
% have remained there I know not, had 
not the ſervant of one of the neighbour- 
ing houſes come to me, and told me that 
her miſtreſs wanted to ſpeak with me. 
« She was obliged to repeat her meſſage 
< ſeveral times before I could underſtand 
< her; at laſt I followed her as ſhe deſired. 
„Mrs. Godfrey, who ſent for me, was an 
* officer's widow, and contrived to make 
both ends meet, by letting out lodgings. 
As the neighbourhood had been rouſed 
by the fire, and not yet returned to reſt, 
« ſhe, among the others, ſaw me, and 
* knowing that I had been a lodger in the 
* houſe that was burnt, ſent for me and 
offered me a room in her'ss She in- 
formed me the fire was ſo extremely 
e fierce and rapid that nothing could be 
« ſaved. Alas! this was a truth I was al- 
* ready well aſſured of, and needed not a 
confirmation of ſuchmela ncholy tidings. 
1 
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* As I was not in a fit condition to return 
her civilities, or engage in converſation 
with her, I got permiſſion to retire to 
* bed; for it is not to be preſumed I could 
« ſleep. Here my active imagination re- 
« capitulated the principal tranſactions of 


* my life, and I found that I had been 


« unfortunate ; but the foundation of my 
future miſery only began to be laid. It 
* was a ſmall conſolation to me, when I 
came to the right uſe of my ſenſes, to 
ce find that J had a pocket-book about me, 
c jn which the remainder, and now the ſum- 
e total of all my fortune was depoſited. 
„That amounted to about one hundred 
and eighty pounds, and on that was 
„now my whole dependance. I was well 
* convinced that would not ſupport me 
“long. My memory was very retentive, 
« and J could almoſt repeat the work I had 
« brought ſo near a concluſion, My de- 
* termination was to fit down to it again, 
and prepare it according to my agree- 

„ ment, 
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ment. My difturbed ſenſes at laſt found 
« relief in ſleep; and when I roſe in the 
« morning, Mrs. Godfrey invited me to 
« breakfaſt. She and her daughter, a 
« pretty genteel young woman, plain in 
* her dreſs, neat in her attire, and with 
ce looks that fpoke her modeſty and inno- 
« cence, condoled with me on my loſs. 1 
e returned them my thanks for the great 
« civilities they had ſhewn me, and aſſured 
<« them that I ſhould not forget the obliga- 
<« tions I was under to them. I reſumed my 
former employment, and began to make 
% great progreſs in it. My hopes alſo 
* were beginning to revive, Mrs. God- 
« frey had treated me with a very agree- 
able particularity, and the terms ſhe re- 
« ceived me upon were remarkably eaſy. 
„She profeſſed a great eſteem for me: 
„my manner of life pleaſed her. She in- 
formed me of her ſituation. She had 
been an officer's wife, who died abroad, 
% and left her in great diſtreſs, She and 

. 4 «c her 
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her daughter, then an infant, had made 
* a ſhift to ſubſiſt a while upon his pen- 
„ ſion; but a relation dying ſome time 
after, left her the houſe ſhe then lived 
in, and the furniture, upon which- ſhe 
« contrived to get a tolerable ſubſiſtence z 
and that her only view was now to ſee 
her daughter well ſettled. As I boarded 
« with her, it fell out frequently that I was 
left alone with Miſs Godfrey. Nothing 
could be more reſerved or prudent than 
her conduct to me had been, and her be- 
e haviour in my preſence. Much as I 
« diſliked the ſex, and great as the cauſe 
« of my averſion was, 1 could not avoid 
* an intimacy with this girl, But nothing 
tender on my part had paſſed, and I only 
« looked upon her in the light of a com- 
«* panion, that neceſſity at ſome times ren- 
« dered preferable to ſolitude. The mo- 
« ther, on every occaſion, treated me with 
* the greateſt tenderneſs, and ſhewed me 
more civility than I could expect from a 

1 « perſon 
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&« perſon. who knew fo little of me. The 
<« cauſe of this ſoon appeared, 

& ] had finiſhed my tranſlation with a 
ce great deal of trouble, and ſent a letter to 
« the bookſeller, who had agreed with me 
« for it, acquainting him it was ready, and 
« deſiring to know when he would receive 
« jt, and read it with me. His reply was, 
« that he had no occaſion for any ſuch 
« thing, and would have nothing to ſay to 
« it, Upon the receipt of his anſwer I 
« went immediately to him, and remon- 
„ ſtrated with him on the unfairneſs of his 

« proceedings; and told him that the writ- 
« ten agreement he made with me would 
« prove his bargain. But as I was obliged 
« to confeſs that it was burned, he took 
« that opportunity of freeing himſelf from 
« his engagements with me. I returned 
« home in a ſtate of mortification and cha- 
«.orin, that was intolerable. Mrs, God- 
« frey took notice of my dejection, and 
„did all in her power to relieve it. Pene- 
Yor. II. L. « trated 
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< trated by her kindneſs, I made her ac- 


< quainted with the-cauſe of my uneaſineſs. 
< I found myſelf relieved by the diſcovery 
of woes that my heart was almoſt burſt- 
ing with, and ſhe ſoon had cunning 
enough to get out of me my real ſitua- 
tion. Her behaviour to me was ſuch as 
< did not dream of. 
l am ſorry. for your misfortunes, and 
< with it was in my power to relieve them, 
+ but it is not; nevertheleſs, as far as 1 
can, ſhall not be wanting. Live with 
me as one of our family you will be 
able at ſome time or other to repay me; 
if you are not it will not ruin me. 1 
have been in diſtreſs myſelf, and ſhould 
feel for the misfortunes of others.“ 
knew not how to accept, nor could 
4% «1 refuſe theſe kind offers. The daughter 
appeared affected with my ſituation ; ſhe 
<« pitied me, and lamented frequently to 
me the injuſtice and partiality of the 
« world, that could let merit like mine 
remain 
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& remain unrewarded. My vanity was 
* pleaſed even with theſe compliments 
<« payed me, though I had no great opi- 
nion of her underſtanding; but gratitude 
„ which has ever been prevalent over every 
* other paſſion in my ſoul, made me look 
% upon Miſs Godfrey with the eyes of re- 
< pard, I began to think her humanity 
and good-nature beſpoke the tenderneſs 
* of her heart, and that ſhe was worthy of 
«every happineſs. .'The more theſe conſi- 
« derations affected me, the more I gave 
way to and indulged them. I reatoned 
« myſelf into a paſtion tor her: and J found 
« I loved her before I had ever thought of 
* ſuch a thing. As there was no cauſe to 
„ apprehend the alteration in my boſom, 
J found as frequent opportunities of en- 
« tertaining her alone as before, and in a 
very little time made her acquainted with 
the paſſion I had conceived for her. Her 
behaviour rather gave me hopes of hav- 
£ ing it honourably rewarded, tian totally 

L 2 repulſed. 
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« repulſed. I met a proper encourage- 
* ment from her, and began to hope 1 
« might find in her what had been denied 
.* me in Miſs Colſon. Some time after 
this declaration, and my conſequent ad- 
4 dreſſes to her, Mrs. Godfrey ſpoke to 
me in private, and informed me that her 
« daughter had acquainted her with what 
had paſſed between her and me. That 
though ſhe could not diſapprove me for 
c“ her ſon-in-law, upon any objection to my 
« perſonal merits, yet, as my circumſtances 
« were but indifferent, and I muſt be ſen- 
« ſible ſhe could afford no fortune to her 
« daughter, it would be very imprudent 
« for us to think of going together. The 
< truth of this harangue ſtruck me forcibly: 
« and I told her that I muſt very un- 
« willingly ſubmit to my fate, the neceſſity 
« of my ſituation forbidding me to indulge 


* any hopes that could contribute 1 
happineſs. 


It 
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© It prevents your mutual happineſs in- 
© deed,” replied ſhe : for my daughter has 
© conceived ſo good an opinion of you, 
© that I fear ſhe wilh not recover herſelf if 
debarred from being your wife. All I 
© can ſay is this: I love you both, and as 
+ far as I can contribute to your mutual ſa 
© tisfaftion, I will. You ſhall both live 
© with me as long as I hve, and at my 
death you ſhall have this houſe. This is 
© all I have to give, and that you ſhalt 
enjoy. 
l wanted ae this good wo- 
* man for her affectionate offers. 
Well,“ added ſhe, © I will ſend my girl 
© to you, that ſhe may have the pleaſure of 
© receiving an anſwer, ſo agreeable to her 
* wiſhes, from you.” 
* I informed her of her mother's good 
« nefs, and enjoyed the confeſſion of her 
« ſentiments ſo favourable to me. We 
agreed upon the day to ſeal our mutual 
* happineſs, and like all other lovers plan- 
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ed out many future ſcenes of ideal hap- 
* pineſs. On the appointed day ſhe be- 
« came my bride: our wedding was kept 
jn a private and agreeable manner, on- 
ly a few friends being invited by Mrs. 
* Godfrey. For ſome time I enjoyed all 
that peace of mind which attends a man 
in poſſeſſion of his wiſhes : but not having 
any other means of ſupport than what aroſe 
from my pen, I again attempted ſome 
« things in the literary way, which I had 
the ſatisfaction to find met applauſe, and 
* that my induſtry might procure me a 
comfortable ſubſiſtance, till ſomething or 
* other fell out that would remove me 
« from the great fatigue and intenſe appli- 
« cation that theſe ſtudies require. I had 
„ communicated to my wife my original 
intention of going into orders, inform- 
ing her at the ſame time that I had a 
friend who would provide for me, and 
indeed I had very ſerious thoughts of 
applying to my couſin, of whoſe regard 


; : was 
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*I was thoroughly convinced. Being 
* married, and having the apprehenſions 
« of a family coming on without my being 
able to procure even the neceſſaries of life 
for them, my pride began to abate, and 
« I found I could now face the woman 
„ho had formerly baſely forſaken me; 
* beſides, it was contrary to my ſpirit and 
my inclinations-to remain a dependent 
on my mother-in-law. My thoughts 
« had been thus employed for ſome time, 
and I had come to a reſolution to write 
* to my couſin Harper, and inform him 
of every thing that had paſſed, remind 
him of his former promiſe, and intreat 
« his performance of it, when an accident 
* made me lay aſide my intention. My 
« wife had quarreled with an old ſervant, 
„ who had been in the houſe ever ſince I 
had been acquainted with it. Words 
„run very high between them, the con- 
« ſequence was, that the maid was to be 
« diſcharged as ſoon as ſhe could hire ano- 
L 4 n 
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ther: for that purpoſe ſhe and her mo- 
ther went out together. In the mean 
« time the maid came up into the room 
« where 1 was writing.” 

Well, Betty, what have you to ſay to 

me? 
II have to ſay,” replied ſne, that you 
are an honeſt and a good-tempered gen- 
* tleman, and that you have been impoſed 
* upon, and cheated by your wife and her 
mother. 

* Aye! How ſo. 

* Why you were perſuaded to marry 
« your wife from her being ſo demure and 
* modeſt in her appearance, and you 
* thought nothing could be more innocent ; 
but ſhe was no more a maid than my 
* mother. There are few of the gentle- 
man, who have lodged here, but have 
| © had her, and ſhe is common as— _ 

* I fear,” ſaid I, © your revenge inſtigates 
© you to make this confeſſion with a de- 
* ſign of cauſing us to quarrel.” 


You 
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Tou are miſtaken,* replied ſhe, inter- 
rupting me : I would not be ſo wicked as 
to make you unhappy without a cauſe , 
but it is a ſhame and a fin to ſee you im- 
* poſed upon by ſuch a couple of. But 
* I will give you a proof of what I ſay: 
Captain Leſlie has been her favourite, 
and I believe is ſo prwately ſtill. Dr. 
William Parker is her friend now, as. 
« ſhe terms him. All the neighbourhood 
«* ſaw and talked of them, and no body 
would viſit her till you married her. 
© The ſolitary life you lead, not going into 
any company in this place, prevented your 
hearing theſe things of her before. You 
* retire every evening to your ſtudies, con- 
tinued ſhe, © and then your wife's gallant 
* makes his appearance.. I will ſhew you 
* a. place, if you will come along with me, 
* that will-give you-an opportunity, of con- 
* vincing yourſelf hereafter,, whether I 
have told you truth or not.“ 


L 5 « I was 
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vas rendered motionleſs by this ac- 
count. However, ſhe rouſed me by add- 
ing, that there was no time for delay, as 
* her miſtreſs would be back directly, and 
then ſhe muſt quit the houſe, which ſhe 
declared ſhe ſhould do very unwillingly 
< till ſhe had made me perfectly acquaint- 
„ed with my wife's iniquity. She alſo 
pointed out to me many other particu- 
lars which I had ſeen, but which I ne- 
« yer thought worthy of notice till I was 
informed of the motives of them. Our 
<« converſation was interrupted by my wife 
& and her mother knocking at the door : 
* the maid went to let them in, and I re- 
tired to my ſtudy. Here I had leiſure 
enough to ruminate on my own fitua- 
tion. I found that if I was contented 
to eat the bread of diſhonour, and be a 
* quiet eaſy wittol, here was proviſion for 
me. It was then that all her mother's 
« pretended kindneſs came into my re- 
« membrance; and I wondered and bluſh- 
«Keg 
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'« ed at myſelf for being ſuch a blockhead 
<.in not ſeeing through her deſigns. The 
&« ſervant had informed me that long before 
„ had acquainted them with my circum- 
* cumftances, they knew them very well: 
„for being poſſeſſed of double keys to 
« eyery lock in the houſe they ſoon- got at 
the ſecrets of their lodgers; mine were 
% not hidden from them. My full deter- 
„ mination was to take the earlieſt opportu- 
& nity of finding out her perfidy, and repay- 
© ing it in a proper manner. It is not to be 


« ſuppoſed that J could enjoy peace after 


«ſo fatal a diſcovery, or look with plea- 
„ ſure. on a woman who had ſaddled me 
„with ſhame and reproach. It was as 
„much as ever I could do to conceal my 
* reſentment ſufficiently to render me un- 
ti ſuſpected, and prevent her putting it 
«out of my power to make a diſcovery 
* ſo neceſſary to my welfare. I purſued 
« the method the maid- ſervant had pointed 
« out to me, and in a few nights had the 

L 6 e morti- 
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„ mortification to find every thing ſhe 
« had told me verified. I was in a place 


„that I could not get to the Lady and 
< her lover, ori ſhould have made them both 


* ſuffer; however, I was ſo imprudent as 


to call out to them, and let them know 
« what witneſs they had of their pleaſures. 
« They both made off as faſt as they 
t could from the ſcene of their guilt, and 
« I purſued them down ſtairs. The gal- 
* lant effected his eſcape: and inſtead of 
„ finding my wife in tears lamenting her 
crime, and intreating pardon, both mo- 
« ther and daughter fell on me, and gave 
„me a proof of their morals by the viru- 
< lence of their language. Outrageous as 
J was, all my accuſations againſt the 
<« offender were drowned in the torrent of 
their abuſe, They abraided me with 
my poverty, and their having ſaved me 
from ftarying ; they reproached me for 
„my ingratitude ; and any indifferent per- 
« ſon who had been a witneſs of this alter- 
; cation 
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ce cation muſt neceſſarily have concluded 
t me to be the greateſt villain on earth, and 
<« them to be a couple of angels. As I 
« was not able to withſtand or oppoſe this 
&« ſtorm, 1 was glad to fly from its violence. 
“ ſnatched up my hat, and out I went; 
„willing to endure any hardſhips rather 
than ſuffer, from the authors of my 
* ſhame and additional misfortunes, the 
e weight of their inſolence and rage. My I 
danger and reſolution ſupported my ſpi- 'F 
e rit at firſt, but I ſoon came to reflect | 
ce very ſeriouſly on my own miſery, I had Ft 
no friend, very little money, and was 4 
0 intirely unknown. I blamed my raſh- Ul 
e neſs, when it was too late, in adventuring 
to make the diſcovery of my wife's in- i | 
« fidelity by myſelf: when, if I had but 14 
taken proper witneſſes of her crime, I 1 | 
„ ſhould have been able to have turned 
« the tables on her; but had I even done 
<« that, I ſhould not have been able to have 
« ſupported an expenſive law ſuit. I hid Ti 

| « myſelf 4 
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< myſelf in a remote part of the town, a- 
& bandoned to all the horrors of poverty, 
6 ſhame, and woe. In ten days the lit- 
&« tle ſtock of money I had was all exhauſt- 
«ed, and deſtruction ſtared me in the 
„face. I had, in the bitterneſs of ago- 
© nizing reflections, worked myſelf up to 
« a pitch of madneſs, and was capable of 
„any action, however deſperate. In this 


„ wretched ſtate my active imagination, in 


< ruminating on my paſt life of troubles, 
„had recourſe to my mother as the firſt 
« cauſe- of them: | ſhe who unnaturally 
„and unjuſtly abandoned her offspring, 
« who forced him into thoſe paths that 

4 led to ruin, was firft to be blamed. 1 


« reſolved to 90 and upbraid her _ 
« Elf. i 


LI had not taſted a morſel for two days, 
neither had I received any refreſhment 
« of linen, or had even been ſhaved ſince 
« I left my wife's hated prefence. I re- 
s paired early in the morning to that part 

40 of 
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of the town where my mother lived, to 
4+ ſee if I could catch her going out. I 
5 was diſappointed in that: but ſaw my 
* brother, richly dreſſed, ſtep into his 
« chariot and drive off, and ſoon after 
return with one of his gay compa- 
„ nions. How diſmal were my reflections 


* at this great diſparity between us! How 


« bitter and galling was the compariſon to 
« my afflicted ſoul. ' I curſed myſelf, and 
« execrated my being. In the midſt of 
& a diſtracted mind, the memory of my 
« poor father brought tears into my eyes: 
« but inſtead of mollifying, they ſerved t6 
& rouſe my "paſſions to a more dreadful 
height, and urge me to a more deſpa- 
* rate undertaking.“ — 

What is the reaſon,* did I exclaim in 
the frenzy of my deſp.ir, that T am 
expoſed to the want of even food, ſub- 
jected to all the misfortunes that offend- 


ed heaven can inflict, while that brother 


L * _ who ſprung from the ſame pa- 


* rents, | 
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£ rents, is pampered with delicacies, and 
* enjoys all the bleſſings, all the pleaſures, 
© all the ſuperfluities of life * I am parch- 
© ed with thirſt, famine clings me. I have 
© no home to fly to, no friend to receive 
© me, and why I have deſerved this ex- 
$ deten puniſhment I know not.” 
During theſe melancholy ſoliloquies, 
<«< which proceeded from. my heart, almoſt 
e burſting with woe and. inconceivable diſ- 
, treſs, I had obſerved: a great many car- 
< riages ſtop at my mother's door, and the 
company go in. I was. more fully. deter- 
* mined than ever to effect the purpoſe I had 
projected, and expoſe her in the midſt of 
« her acquaintance and friends. IL was 
« puzzled to get admittance for ſome time; 
at length one of the ſervants going out 
left the door open, and I ruſhed in. The 
„voice of feaſting and the clatter. of the 
« knives in an adjacent parlour,. directed 
my ſteps to the place where they were 
« aſſembled. I haſtened to the door of 
* the 
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« the room fearful of being prevented 
« from executing my purpoſe, and flung 
it open with great violence: a ſervant 
going by at the fame time with a glals, 
c jt was ſtruck out of his hand. The 
„ noiſe attracted the eyes of the whole 
« company. The ſervant ſeized me with 
“ an intent to turn me out: I felled him 
* to the ground.” 

„Learn villain,“ ſaid I, to reſpect the 
* eldeſt ſon of your miſtreſs,” 

The ladies ſcreamed, the gentlemen 
s ſtarted from their ſeats.” buds 
Whois that fellow?“ was the univer- 
ſal cry, 

Turn him out,” ſaid my mother, 

Hear me firſt.” 

Turn him out, I ſay.” 

Not till I am heard,” ſaid I, ſnatching 
up a carving-knife from the table: I will 
be heard, and the firſt man who ap- 
«* proaches me till then; meets his death. 


« [ re- ] 
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< I retreated to the wall, againſt which 
e placed my back: the company remain 

ed ſilent, expecting me to ſpeak.“ 
_ *Larhes diſmiſs your fears: F come not 
to hurt you, and am ſorry that I have 
* diſturbed your feſtivity ; but force alone 
could bring me to the ſight of that 
woman who entertains you, and who 
* unfortunately for me is my mother. I. 
am her eldeſt ſon, Her intrigues have 
+ deprived me of my patrimony, and reduc- 
ed me to the condition in which you ſee 
* me. It is my ſubſtance which entertains 
you: my right affords you thoſe dainties, 
* whilſt I am. in want of even. the plaineſt. 
food. This is what 1 deſire to tell you, 
Madam, continued I, addrefling myſelf 
to my mother; © reſtore me my father's 
* eftare which you have ſo unjuſtly deprived 
me of: afford me the means of life, and 
*I will no more diſturb you. I aſk but 
for my own: and I will return that inade- 
* quate ſum, which you prevailed on him 
25 in 
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© in his dying hours to bequeath to me. 


* This is all I want: and to tell you this, 
© you force me to aſſume the character of 
violence, and make me appear in this 
light, ſo foreign to my nature and+ my 
birth.“ | 

This reflection was too bitter for me 
& to bear with moderation. My heart 
« was overcome with conflicting paſſions; 
« and tears burſt from my eyes.” 

© I have no more to ſay. The ill uſage 
©I have met with has almoſt broke my 
heart, and you will ſoon have the plea- 
* ſure of ſending me to the grave, as you 
have brought me into the world.“. 

« I replaced the knife upon the table; 
„ and ſtood expecting an anſwer.” 

« Sieze him directly, ſaid my mother. 

„And two ſervants inſtantly. ſecured 
„% me. I made no oppoſition. l 

And now, Madam, what do you mean 
* to do with me?“ 


If 
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If there is a means of puniſhing you, 
© it ſhall be done.” f 
That there is, Midam,” faid a juſtice 
of the peace, wh & had not abſtained from 
eating the whole time, * and I will do if 
*for you. Step to my houſe, young man, 
and deſire my clerk to come here, and 
bring a conſtable with him. I will take 
care he plays no more pranks of this 
kind.? f 
While a ſervant ran for the officer of 
&« juſtice, I remained overwhelmed with 
grief and confuſion, in a ſtate of ſilent 
« gdejection-:: my arms were folded on my 
« breaſt, and I hung down my head una- 
ble to look up. In this interval the 
e company paſſed their judgment on me: 
the women, all declared I deſerved to be 
* kanged; that I was a ſad fellow, and 
they hoped I ſhould be well whipped at 
«leaſt. The lady-like men joined them 
in opinion, and I found myſelf almoſt 
« — condemned. A young gen- 
| « tleman,, 


« 
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„ tleman, who had hitherto been ſilent, 


« ſtarted up from the table, and —_ 
his hat went towards the door.” 
Lord, Sir, where are you going?” ſaid 
my mother. 

To quit your table, Madam,” returned 


the youth, when I ſee I eat bread ob- 


© tained by iniquity; and to forſake the ſo- 
ciety of paraſites, who can .applaud a 
conduct Jo barbarous as yours is. If this 
« gentleman is your ſon, as J am ſure he is, 
for you do not even attempt to deny it, 
you ſhould do him juſtice. I muſt own, 
that his appearance and ſituation have 
affected me, tho' his mother does not feel 
for him. You ſhould liſten to the voice of 
© truth and nature, and not to the inſinua- 
© tions of thoſe who are your aſſociates, 
Sir,“ and he addreſſed me, I am ſorry 
for your ſituation, and that you are fo 


* unfortunate. I feel for your diſtreſs, 


though its out of my power to aſſiſt you 
© as effectually as I could wiſh : but you 
have got into very bad hands, Take 

* theſe 
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theſe five- guineas from me, they will 
help you a little in your neceſſities. I 
inſiſt on your taking them, 1 have heard 
© before now of the unnatural behaviour 
* of your mother, and am ſorry I am 
« obliged to be a witneſs, as well as to ſee 
the depravity of human nature, that in 
all this company there is not one even 
among the women, who have honeſty or 
* humanity enough to avow a feeling for 
* your misfortunes. I will avoid ſuch ſo- 
$ ciety for the future.” | 
He left the room abruptly, nor could 
« have an opportunity of thanking him. 
“It would have been difficult to have 
done it, for my utterance was ſtopped, 
* and I could not have found words ex- 


« preſſive of my ſenſations at that mo- 


« ment. The abuſe was now turned on 
my friend: the women tore him to 
4 pieces with their tongues ; and the ju- 
* ſtice expreſſed his ſorrow that he had 
not an + 5-295 of err him 

N * to 
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* to Bridewell, for he ſwore he deſerved 
it. The conſtable and clerk at length 
„ arrived, and a mittimus was made out 
« for me for an aſſault, and entering the 
« houſe with an intent to ſteal. I had 
< no bail to give, and I was conducted to 
* priſon. I had here an opportunity to 
« ſee miſery in all its ſtages: but I no 
longer felt either for my own woes, nor 
« thoſe of any other. My heart became 
<« callous, my reflections no longer increaſ- 
« ed my afflictions; I was no longer poſ- 
« ſefſed of a delicate ſenſe of woe; on the 
« contrary, my griefs ſubſided into a total 
« jinſenſibilicy, and an apathy both with 
regard to myſelf and others. In about 
« a week's time an attorney came to me 
« from my mother to inform me of her 
« goodneſs in forbearing to proſecute me, 
< and to tell me I was at liberty again. 
« This gave me no pleaſure: I had rather 
been in gaol than expoſed to the inſults 
Sof the world. I returned her no thanks: 


44 On 
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on the contrary told her meſſenger, that 
the fear of ſcandal only prevented her 
« from indulging her revenge. He was 
&« ſcarcely gone, and I preparing to leave 
« my priſon, when I was delivered into the 
« cuſtody of a bailiff, who had a writ a- 
« gainſt me at the ſuit of my wife's mo- 
< ther for a large ſum of money due to 
< her for lodging, and dieting me and my 
« wife, and other things; and another at 
„the ſuit of a man from whom my wife 
had taken two hundred pounds worth of 
« goods. As my mother's releaſing me had 
given me no ſort of pleaſure, ſo this altera- 
“ tion gave me no ſort of pain. It was only 
„changing one priſon for another, and I 
went with a great deal of compoſure. 
Here I remained for near three years, 
and by divers methods, though princi- 
< pally by my pen I preſerved my wretch- 
ed being. As the attempt I had made 


at my mother's was known all about 
« the town, people paſſed different cen- 


« ſures 
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© ſures on her conduct, and but very fer- 


"« were favourable to her: this gave her 
* much pain, who was naturally of a 
& proud and imperious diſpoſition, and ſo 
% much it affected her, that ſhe fell ill 
and never roſe from her bed. It is not 
to be ſuppoſed that I could grieve much 
« after her; but I was not a bit the bet- 
* ter for her death, for ſhe left every 
„thing in her power to her younger ſon, 
c who had ever been her favourite. An 
te act of inſolvency freed me from gaol, 
and I was once more reſtored to my li- 
e berty, with the additional ſatisfaction 
« to find that my wife had paid the debt 
« of nature ſome time before. I now ſe- 
« cluded myſelf from the world, and. for 
« ten years in the midſt of this populous 
« city lived the life. of an hermit; and 
« few were the ſcenes of misfortune and 
« want that I did not experience. In this 
retirement, ſeparated from mankind, it 
« was impoſſible to receive any benefit 

Vol. II. = = _— 
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from them, and nothing but the remem- 


< brance-of the evils I had formerly ſuf- 
< fered in my communication with ſocie- 
ty remained: I therefore beheld all 
< their actions through the wrong end of 
the perſpective. I magnified the evil, 
and leſſened the good. Time and ha- 
< bits confirmed opinions which I am not 
„now intirely able to get rid of. In this 
< melancholy ſituation hope did not for- 
< ſake me. I concluded, that there was a 
< time allowed for my ſufferingsto continue, 
< and when that expired, they would ceaſe. 


I had a ſtrong reliance on the goodneſs 


« of the all- powerful Being, whoſe boun- 
« ties are extended to the loweſt parts of 
«< the creation; and I could not ſee any rea- 
„ ſon why 1 ſhould be miſerable. This 
reflection cheared my ſpirits, when la- 
< bouring under every affliction that hu- 
* man nature could ſupport, and pre- 
< vented me from executing any raſh or 
< irremediable attempts that deſpair might 

Th 2 4 duggeſt. 


Load STANTON. 243 


de ſuggeſt. It pleaſed heaven to fulfil my 
hopes, and remove me from the wretched 
e ſtate I had ſo long been in. Going 
along the Strand one day, a gentleman 
„met me; we mutually attracted each 
-< other's appearance; we both ſtopped; 
< both knew; yet both were for a little 
< time at a loſs to recollect each other. 

© Don't you remember me then!” ſaid he. 

« His voice ſtruck me: 1t was my couſin 
Harper, my much-valued, dearly-be- 
loved friend. 

* Where have you hid yourſelf from 
me? or why have you ſhunned me? 
Was this the part of a friend?“ 

© You will not accuſe me,“ returned I, 
© when you are acquainted with the truth. 
Many are the cauſes which prevented me; 
but here I cannot communicate them to 
you.“ 

My joy at ſeeing you once more, ba- 
© niſhed the recollection of the impropri- 
* ety of the place we are in for this 

M 2 © conver- 
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* converſation ; but come with me, and 1 
will ſhew you one who will be as glad to 
« ſee.you as I am, and who has frequently 
joined me in lamenting your abſence from 


« your beſt friends.“ 

« I followed him to one end of the gen- 
< teeleſt parts of the town, and we enter- 
« ed a very large houſe, fitted up in an 
« elegant taſte, and filled with the richeſt 
furniture.“ 

This is mine,” ſaid he; and by tell- 
© ing you ſo, I make you as welcome to it 
© as I am myſelf: but excuſe me a little, 
and I will return to you directly.” 

He left me overwhelmed with joy, 
« oratitude, friendſhip, and every tender 
« ſenſation that could affect the human 
& heart. In a ſhort time he entered the 
& room followed by his Adeline, I was 
« ſtruck ſpeechleſs at her appearance. 
« The youthful bloom, that rendered her 
ce ſo lovely an object when I firſt ſaw her, 


as now matured into perfection; and 


„What 
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* what her face wanted in the luſtre of 
e beauty, was made up in the ſoftneſs and 
„ delicacy of her countenance. She re- 
* proached me gently for abſenting my- 
& ſelf from her and her huſband; aſſur- 
* ed me of her regard, and the affection | 
they both had for me. So little uſed to ll 
„receive any thing but diſappointinents | 
and mortifications, repulſes and ſcorn, 
“% from the reſt of the world, I was una- [i 
„ ble to bear the load of kindneſs they — || 
« were heaping on me with ſuch profuſion. 1 
« A thouſand contending paſſions ſtopped | 
« my utterance : I ſtood motionleſs, and | 
the big tear trembling in my eye. Mr. 
Harper ſaw my diſtreſs.” 
© It is true, my friend, what this worthy 
© partner of my heart has told you: We 
© have tried every method in our power to 
* find you out, and feared you were dead. | 
© Now we have obtained you again, if 
you have no other connexions more bind- 
* ing taan ours, you mult not part from | 
M 3 © us ; 


— 


i 


— __ 


_y— — — 
_ — - 
— - — — 
— — 3 


—— 
2 peo — YVC5.Avue 


— rs — — — 
2 = — 


——_— — == — 
— ___ „ — — — 22 OO —— —ê 
. # - — 
- —_ 
— 1 - = 
— — 


— 2 


246 TE HISTORY or 
us any more. You ſhall live with us, and 
© be one of ourſelves. _ | 
„This overcame me: I turned from 
« them, and wept aloud, giving vent to 
% my tears, to the delicate diſtreſs their kind- 
* neſs occaſioned. Equally ſurpriſed and 
„concerned at my behaviour, they knew 
© not to what cauſe to attribute it. They 
« waited till the firſt tranſports were paſſ- 
« ed, and renewed their profeſſions of re- 
« gard to me. The gentle Adeline drop- 
«ed the tear of ſympathy; affected at 
the appearance, without knowing the 
« reality of my diſtreſs. Again they preſſ- 
«ed me to make known to them the cauſe 
« why I abſented myſelf from them: to 
„clear myſelf from the imputation of in- 
* gratitude, J determined to inform them 
„of every thing that had happened to 
* me. I concealed no circumſtance from 
« them, and my narrative was often inter- 
* rupted by the compaſſionate Adeline, 
| « who 
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© who felt for my diſaſters; nor was Mr. 
« Harper unaffected.““ 

Ah, ſaid he, when I had finiſhed, 
© have you. not been guilty of all the 
* misfortunes that have fallen on you, by 
© ſo wilfully concealing yourſelf from your 
© friends? But you. ſhall not ſuffer: any 
more: I will take care of that.“ 

In my turn I inquired after the welfare 
« of their family. I learned that Adeline's 
mother was dead, and we paid a tribute of 
& tears to her memory; but ſhe had the ſa- 
« tisfaction of ſeeing, before ſhe died, her 
* daughter in poſſeſſion of all her uncle 
« Lord G 's eſtate, which he left her, 
“ as he declared by his will, as a ſmall re- 
„ compence for the troubles he had occa- 
„ ſfioned her.” 

This,“ ſaid my friend, and my fa- 


© ther's death, gave me poſſeſſion of more 


s wealth than I coveted, or knew what to 
do with: however, by the advice of Ade- 
line I have done every thing, and for 

| | M 4 the 
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* the beſt. I have the great pleaſure of ſee- 
ing all my father's family ſettled for their 
advantage, and to their ſatisfaction. The 
few little ones that it has pleaſed heaven 
to bleſs me with, now engroſs my care 
and attention,” 9 

„This worthy pair ana their ca · 
<« reſſes of me; they denied themſelves to 
every other viſiter, and reſerved them- 
„ ſelves for me. We ſpent the day to- 
« gether in the talking over paſt occur- 
* rences: and the beautiful retirement 
« where I firſt ſaw Adeline was not for- 
* gotten. 

enjoy there,* ſaid ſhe, © the happieſt 
* moments of my life : we ſhake off the 
* attendants that we are obliged to keep in 
other places, and ſeclude ourſelves from 
the cares and fatigues that wealth brings 
along with it in the ſhades of Santon 
Grove. If any thing can damp the plea- 
© ſure that I receive there, it is the re- 
* membrance of my dear mother, which 

| © every 
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©every object in that place ſerves to revive. 
But when I think of her it is only with 
© regret at having loſt ſo worthy a parent, 
* ſo good, ſo tender a friend: for I have 
long ceaſed to lament her death as a mis- 
* fortune, convinced that ſhe is much hap- 
* pier than ſhe could be here. Every thing 
© elſe conſpires to give me pleaſure ; and 
* Mr. Harper delights in the place alſo, 
out of compliment to me.” 


The reply of her happy huſband was 
« dictated by unaffected tenderneſs. I ſaw, 
« with joy, their mutual felicity, and con- 
« oratulated them on it; and truly, never 
did I behold ſuch a perfect and uninter- 
« rupted ſcene of nuptial harmony and af- 
« fection. They would not ſuffer me to 
©: depart that night: and in the morning 
Mr. Harper told me, he ſaw no cauſe 
* why I ſhould ſeparate myſelf from them 
* any more; and added, that Adeline, as 
« well as he, inſiſted on my living with 


them. I declined his offer, ſo far as 


M 5; e dwel. 
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« dwelling in the ſame houſe; but embraced 
„the other part of it with great pleaſure, 
« aſſuring him, that I would never give 
him cauſe to complain of my abſence 
* again, He procured me a very hand- 
„ ſome lodging near his own houſe, and 
© every day I dined and ſpent the evening 
« with them, when at home: and indeed 
his houſe became ſo to me in reality in a 
« very ſhort time. I knew perfectly well 
e that my temper, ſower'd and rendered 
& moroſe from the diſaſters I had met with 
in the world, might not be agreeable to 
„ every body: and at the ſame time I could 


« keep myſelf from thoſe whom I did not 


„ like at his houſe, while I had apartments 
« of my own, My friend approved and 
« indulged my notions of independance; 
« for in a fortnight's time he called on me, 
and, after making inquiry how I liked 
« my lodgings, and whether I was ſettled to 
« my mind, he told me, that as he wiſhed 
« to make the latter part of my life as 
e eaſy 
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% eaſy and agreeable to me as the former 
« had been troubleſome and unfortunate; 
« informed me he had prepared a deed, 
« granting me an annuity of two hundred 
* pounds for the remainder of my life, 
putting it at the ſame time into my hands. 
He prevented my thanking him, by add- 
„ing, that his ability was ſuch, that it was 
© no merit in him to provide for the com- q 
„ fortable eſtabliſhment of ſo near a rela- 
tion as I was, excluſive of the regard he 
, entertained for me; that the only way to 
<« preſerve our friendſhip was to be inde- p 
„ pendent of each other; that he was de- | 
© termined to ſecure mine, by putting it F 
out of his own power to revoke the gift 
he had then made me. He would not 
& ſuffer me to thank him, though my heart a 
* teemed with gratitude, and longed to 
pour forth the acknowledgements due to 
* ſuch diſintereſted generoſity. In a ſhort 
< time I had the pleaſure of ſeeing his two 
$ ſons : the eldeſt was about nine, the other 
th « eight 
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eight years old; fine promiſing boys, 
the pledges of the chaſte loves of Ade- 
line, and her enraptured huſband; the 
„ worthy inheritors of the virtues of their 
parents; their future repreſentatives, 
« their preſent hope and delight. They 
had been bleſſed with other children, 
« who lived but a ſhort time; theſe only 
„now remained. They were then newly 
« placed at a public ſchool, attended. by a 
young clergyman, who aſſiſted in ſuper- 
intending their education. After ſome 
« time ſpent in London, they returned 
again to their ſtudies. For about twelve 
« months I ſpent a life of happineſs that 
had been unknown to me. I had forgot 
< my. troubles, and never wiſhed to think 
« of them again ; raſhly imagining that L 
could meet no misfortunes now. I par- 
« took of and added to the pleaſures that 
the whole Harper family enjoyed, and 
* which was increaſed by Mrs. Harper's, 
being again pregnant. She had borne 
a . her 
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t her burden with good health, and ap- 
„ proached the time when ſhe expected to 
be cleared of it. While we were con- 
* gratulating ourſclves on the enjoyment 
e of each other, planning future ſcenes of 
e pleaſures, laying up in our imaginations 
* the materials of happineſs to come, 
« the hand of heaven viſited us, and 
checked our hopes, ſuffered to grow too 
& Juxuriant. The chaſtiſement of the Al- 
* mighty blaſted our projects, as the froſt 
„ deſtroys the bloſſoms of the ſpring. 
% How little are riches to be depended 
* upon in the hour of woe! and ſmall is 
the conſolation they afford in the day of 
« wrath, One morning my friend ruſhed 
into the room, with a look highly ex- 
„ preſſive of his concern. I had but juſt 
« riſen, and was alarmed and ſurpriſed at 
this extraordinary viſit 
Oh, Aſgill” ſaid he, all my happineſs 

js at an end.“ 


0 What 
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What is the matter | Explain your- 
« ſelf.” | | | 

© My boys, my two dear boys! but dreſs 
& yourſelf, and come along with me. 

« I obeyed him in an inſtant: and his 
carriage, which waited for us, took. us 
« with the greateſt ſpeed to Eaton, By 
« the way he informed me that he had re- 
« ceived intelligence from their tutor of the 
* childrens having the ſmall-pox, which 
proved to be of the confluent and moſt 
dangerous kind. That it was with. the 
« greateſt difficulty he had prevented his 
« wite from going to ſee them, which, in 
her condition, might be fatal: and he 
% had been obliged to repreſent their ſitua- 
tion leſs alarming than it really was, to 
quiet her maternal apprehenſions, pre- 
vailing on her to ſuffer him to viſit them 
alone, and inform her truly of their con- 
* dition. His lamentations pierced me to 
„the heart, and I could not offer him any 
& conſolation. On our arrival, the phyſi- 

„ clans, 
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c cjans, who accompanied us in another 
carriage, could not help teſtifying their 
« apprehenſions; and did not attempt 
« giving the wretched father hopes of their 
* recovery. His condition was pitiable 
beyond deſcription :: to be commiſerated 
by every feeling heart, if compaſſion. 
could reach him. His tranſports of 
« orief are not to be related, nor are the 
tears he ſhed to be numbered. When 
& he came to recolle& himſelf, he thought 
« of his wife, what ſhe muſt ſuffer } but he 


« could not leave his children. He re- 


* queſted me to go back and calm her 
e uneaſineſs as well as I could, and break 
de this melancholy account to her in the 
e tendereſt manner poſſible, 
But,“ added he, recollecting himſelf, 
© I know the account will kill her !—Aſgill, 
it will deſtroy her !—Her Tommy was 
the joy of her heart Harry, my ſweet 
* Harry, was her delight. — Her life is. 
0 W up in them,—She will not out- 
live 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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< live this day.—There they lie, Aſpill— 


© See them! Who would think thoſe eyes 


* once ſhone fo bright, that are now 
* blinded by a mortal corruption ? Who 
* would think thoſe cheeks were once 
fair and ſmooth, that are now encruſted 
* with pollution? Thoſe lips were once - 
© red ;—red as the bud of the roſe when it 
* firſt burſts into light. — But who ſhall 
* diſtinguiſh them now? —Oh, powerful 
God l' exclaimed he, throwing himſelf 
proſtrate, * avert thy wrath from my little 
* ones: if it be thy bleſſed will, puniſh 
* me. Heap woes, unutterable woes on 
* my head, as much as human nature can 
* ſupport without ſinking under them, 
© and I will bear them without repining. 
© But in the life of theſe helpleſs babes, 
that of their mother is bound: and ſhall 
5 they not fall together? 
„His words were ſtopped by his tears, 
« and he remained almoſt lifeleſs on the 
« floor, We raiſed him up, and in vain 
cc en- 
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<« endeavoured to divert him from the reſo- 


< lution he had formed of — with the 
children. 


Nothing ſhall move me dom chem. 
ſaid he: I will hover over my poor little 
babes; I will receive their laſt breath, if 
they muſt die, and accompany their inno- 
cent ſouls to the regions of happineſs.* 

„He ſpoke with ſuch a wildneſs in his 
„ countenance and manner, as greatly a- 
« Jarmed me, and I feared the conſequence. 
„However, I left him under the care of 
* one phyſician, and the other went with 
„me to town, where I imagined his atten- 
dance would be neceſſary. My appre- 
«© henfions were too well grounded. The 
4 jndiſcreet zeal of a domeſtic, who could 
not diſobey her commands, had told Mrs. 
« Harper of the childrens danger; and 
„while ſhe was preparing to go ſee them, 
was ſeized with the pains of labour. 
„The diſtraction of her mind added to 
* at natural pangs; and the phyſicians 

and 
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and attendants all agreed ſhe was in 4 
* dangerous.way,,—What was to be done? 
« With the beſt wiſhes for the welfare of 
„ this unhappy pair; with a heart deeply 
< intereſted in every thing that concerned 
* them; yet I could not vifit Mrs. Har- 
< per, or if I had, 1 could not have al- 
c leviated her diſtreſs. If I returned to 
cher huſband I muſt unavoidably aug- 
ment his. affliction, by the account of his 
< wife's ſituation. I knew not what to do, 
* or how to act. In hopes, however, of 
receiving more favourable tidings, I 
cc waited for ſome time; but ſhe grew no 
< better: on the contrary, they thought 
< her worſe than ever, and her phyſicians 
informed me, ſhe frequently deſired to 
„ ſee her huſband. As I feared he could 
do his children no good, and that his 
< preſence might be of ſervice to his wife, 
<«< whom he ſo affectionately loved, 1 re- 
« ſolved to prevail on him to return to 
< town, and endeavour to comfort his wife. 
60 Wich 
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„With that deſign 1 again ſet out for 
Eaton, and found him weeping over his 
'* expiring children. At the fight of me, 
< he ſtarted from the fide of the bed, where 
be he was fitting, numbering their groans, 
and feeling every pang that nature, op- 
s preſſed with the loathſome diſeaſe, fuf- 
« fered in their tender frames. My face 
„ was an index of my mind, which was 
filled with the moſt poignant diſtreſs. 
He ſaw, and predicted the cauſe of it. 


„Aſgill, ſaid he, before he would let 


me ſpeak, you come from Adeline,—1 
© know ſhe is 11]. —I was ſenſible the loſs 
| © of her little ones would break her heart. 
My God! my Father !—I will not pre- 
< ſume to arraign thy juſtice, nor will I 
* murmur at thy decrees—but, is it not 
more than I can bear, to be deprived at 
once of my wife and my little ones !? 

« I endeavoured to compoſe him, by 
< telling him, that though Mrs. Harper 
Was ill, yet there was no danger; and 


that 
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e that it was much better ſhe ſhould not 
< ſee her children in their preſent ſtate; 
* that ſhe might make him the happy fa- 
* ther of many more, that would ſupply 
<« the places of thoſe he was in danger of 


* loſing. 
Never, Aſgill; never mall I have a 


© child whom I can love ſo well as I did 
© thoſe ſweet infants, now in the jaws of 
death. My firſt-born—muſt I loſe thee ! 
My darling Harry,—am I to be robbed 
of thee !? 


The Exp of the Second VoLuMe, 


